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MEMBER FORUM 

 

Matty Matthews 

I am attaching, for what it is worth a typed version of Matty Matthews record through Dec/1898 as he 

hand wrote it at the time. The letter is quite nice and definitely in his hand. If you want a scan, I can do 

that. Matthews got the results of each of his fights spot on but the dates are usually off. I have asterisked 

the fights where there's no boxrec record or it significantly differs as to indicate further study. Don Scott 

 

Walcott’s Method 

Dan, enclosed is an article with illustration “Walcott’s Method” by Clem Boddington written shortly after 

Jersey Joe Walcott’s first title fight with Joe Louis. It describes in detail Jersey Joe’s fight plan entering 

their first fight. Bob Collins 

 

Jersey Joe Walcott’s Grandsons 

Dan, here are some photos taken at 

Canastota in June. Jersey Joe Walcott’s 

grandsons Bill and Vincent Cream 

accompanied me to the IBHOF weekend. 

The first photo on the right is left to right 

Bill Cream, me, Jimmy Williams and 

Vincent Cream. Jimmy Williams is 85 years 

old and sharp as a tack. He showed us 

how Jersey Joe did some of his moves. As 

you can imagine Walcott's grandsons got a 

big kick out of it. The guy was 

incredible. He was at a couple of 

Walcott fights and actually watched Elmer 

Violent Ray and Curtis the ‘Hatchet 

Man’ Sheppard fight. He was a relative of 

one of the fighters at the hall of fame. The 

second photo is the Creams with John the 

Beast Mugabi. James Curl 
 

Articles of Interest 

Dan, enclosed are several articles our 

members may find of interest. The first one 

by Jim Tully, written in November, 1937, 

details Tully’s insights into why Joe Louis 

will not have a long title reign after his title 

defense against Tommy Farr. It seems that 

Jack Dempsey concurred with him. What 

were they thinking? The second article is 

Grantland Rice’s spotlight on Gunboat 

Smith written in December 1936. The third 

article by Gene Kessler is from The 

Knockout dated November 18, 1950 in 

which Gene declares that TV is dooming boxing gates. How prophetic! The fourth and fifth articles are on 

Tami Mauriello (Look Magazine, November 1942) and Johnny Colan (Look Magazine, June 1942). The 

sixth article is from Packey O’Gatty who was a good boxer and could write. The article entitiled Long 

Count is funny. J.J. Johnston 
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Ron Ross (c) poses with Welterweight Great, Aaron Pryor (l) and FL Boxing Hall of 
Fame vice-president Sam Cohen after induction ceremony 
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RIP JIMMY BIVINS 
By Grant Segall  
Cleveland.com 

 
JULY 4, 2012 - Jimmy Bivins, 
Cleveland's iron-tough boxer who 

whipped eight world champions in 
his youth and, decades later, 

survived after nearly starving in 
his family's filthy attic, died this 

morning, July 4, at McGregor 
Home. He was 92. 

During his boxing career -- which 
spanned the 1940s and 1950s -- 

Bivins' powerful left jab and 
equally mighty bravado made him 

a star whom boxing fans across 
the country loved to hate.  

Yet in retirement, while driving a bakery truck around Cleveland and coaching local 

kids, many grew to love the grizzled fighter for his gentle and generous ways.  

"He was one of the last of the blue-collar workers in boxing," Gene Glen, president of 
the Lake Erie Association of USA Boxing, said Wednesday. "He worked an eight-hour 

shift and came to the gym and worked out. He was an outstanding person, always 
fun to be around, always looking out to assist other people."  

Gary Horvath, a local boxing champion and coach, said, "Jimmy pulled out all the 

stops for you."  

Bivins was born in Dry Branch, Ga., in 1919, and his family moved north to 
Cleveland three years later.  

It was clear from the start that Bivins was smart, cocky and confrontational.  

When he was an honor student at Central High School, he taunted classmates, 
holding up his grade-A homework, asking if they could do better.  

Angry kids chased him home every day until the afternoon Bivins grew weary. He 

stood and fought. Bivins beat a boy who turned out to be a Golden Gloves champ.  

And Bivins never ran again.  

He entered organized boxing in 1936 at 112 pounds. Four years later, he turned pro, 
stacking silver dollars in his shoes to make himself heavy enough to qualify.  

Jimmy Bivins, the former boxer who beat eight 

world champions, was found dead July 4, 2012, at 

McGregor Home. The Cleveland legend was 92. 

(Lonnie Timmons III/Plain Dealer) 
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His first fight was against a guy named Emory Morgan. Bivins knocked Morgan out in 
the first round, earning $25. Later that year, after 20 more fights, Bivins clobbered 

future world champion Anton Christoforidis and earned $2,500.  

"The champs of today, they couldn't lick their own lips when I was fighting," Bivins 

said in recent years. "I'm not bragging. It's the truth."  

Bivins knocked the biggest names in boxing onto the mats of the biggest venues in 
the world. When he came home to Cleveland for an occasional Friday-night match, 

the event shattered one attendance record after another.  

Yet hardly anyone liked him. "They would stand crowded in the rain just to boo him. 
I never understood it," the late Maria Baskin, one of Bivins' sisters, told The Plain 

Dealer in 2003. "He was the fighter they loved to hate."  

Bivins never let it bother him. Somehow he used their hatred to pump up his 
bravado. In 1943, when Bivins fought Tami Mauriello at New York's Madison Square 

Garden, it seemed like no one was in his corner.  

Gambling was a no-no, but everyone there knew that the odds makers favored 
Mauriello.  

Frank Sinatra, a friend of Mauriello's, sang the national anthem that night. And 
everyone also knew that Sinatra bet a bundle on Mauriello.  

Bivins wasn't intimidated. When the bell rang, Bivins pummeled Mauriello. "I beat his 

butt so bad, I made Frank Sinatra cry," Bivins would say later.  

It was a sweet victory. Some boxing insiders said afterward that Bivins was the guy 
who could finally knock Heavyweight Champion Joe Louis from his throne.  

Louis, who was in the Madison Square Garden audience that night, might have 

thought the same thing. But he faced no immediate challenge. Boxing officials had 
frozen Louis' title while he served as a sergeant in the U.S. Army during World War 

II.  

A couple months after Bivins beat Mauriello, Louis presented Bivins with a cardboard 
crown and bestowed him with the honorary title of "duration" heavyweight 

champion.  

"You're the champ while I'm gone," Louis told Bivins.  

It was a spectacular moment. Bivins, who later joined the Army himself, knew Louis 

respected him as the No. 1 contender. The two men would surely fight for the title 
when the war was over.  

But it never happened. Louis refused, choosing to fight lesser-ranked boxers instead.  

Bivins grew increasingly bitter and, as the years passed, obsessed with the idea of 

whomping Louis.  
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"All I wanted was a chance. I deserved a chance," Bivins told people.  

In the late 1940s, Bivins finally sparred with Louis in a meaningless exhibition. A few 

days later, Bivins' wife told police her husband had beaten her unconscious.  

Dollie Bivins said the violence erupted while Bivins was telling her how he could earn 
$500,000 in a fight with Louis. When Bivins paused and asked his wife what she was 

cooking for dinner, she told him they had no money for food.  

Bivins, she said, punched her in the head.  

When a reporter called Bivins to get his side of the story, Bivins was watching a film 
of Louis battling another boxer. He denied hitting his wife. "Maybe our prosperity has 

gone to her head," Bivins said.  

Bivins and Joe Louis wouldn't meet again until 1951, when Louis was trying to make 
a comeback. Louis bet his whole purse that he would knock out Bivins in four rounds.  

Louis lost the bet.  

After the fourth round, Bivins was undaunted. Showing off his 79-inch wingspan, he 
taunted the champ, "I'm still here, I'm still here." Outraged, Louis punched Bivins in 

the back so hard that he broke a rib.  

It was the worst injury Bivins ever suffered. Bivins lost the fight in a split decision 
but took home his largest-ever purse -- $40,000.  

During his career, Bivins boxed in 112 professional fights, accumulating 86 wins, 31 

knockouts, one draw and 25 losses. He remains the only boxer ever simultaneously 
ranked the No. 1 contender in both the light-heavyweight and the heavyweight 

divisions.  

But he never got a shot at a championship belt.  

"These guys today don't know what time it is, and they're giving them belts, 

diamonds," Bivins said through the years. "Somebody owes me a belt."  

A new leaf When he was boxing, Bivins' personal life was rocky. His first marriage 
ended quickly. Dollie, his second wife, divorced him after claiming he beat her. Bivins 

even described himself as "nasty" during those years.  

Things changed in the early 1950s. He married his third wife, Elizabeth, and she 
calmed him.  

He joined the Teamsters, driving bakery and snack trucks, and spent most of his 

spare time trying to lure street-tough boys into local gyms. Bivins dazzled the kids 
with his colossal, leathery hands -- nearly the size of catcher's mitts. Each scar, each 

gnarled knuckle carried with it a different tale of knockouts, broken noses or busted 
lips.  
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At first, the boys wandered into the gym just to see Bivins or to hear his bloody 
stories. But many came back through the years to hear Bivins' blunt, fatherly advice.  

Most of the kids were poor like Bivins had been as a boy, and Bivins tried to help 
them.  

He showed them how to land and duck a punch. He warned them about the dangers 

of drinking and drugs. And he counseled them on women.  

"I talked to this doctor at the Cleveland Clinic one time, and he told me if you have 
sex it takes 72 hours to get your energy back," Bivins told his aspiring boxers. "And 

that's only one time. Some of these guys go four, five, six times. Shoot, you're 
digging your own grave."  

Once a week, Bivins made sure the boys ate, ate all they could. On Sundays, he 

cooked a simple but massive feast and carted it to the gym. What he served changed 
-- pot roast, chicken, noodles -- but the meal always ended with sweet, homemade 

cobbler and store-bought ice cream.  

Boxers came and went. None achieved Bivins' success, but there were some 
highlights. Kids he coached won Cleveland's Golden Gloves. Young boxers won 

amateur matches. And in 1988, a Cleveland police officer, Jim Davidson, won the 
light heavyweight national championship at the Police Olympics in Las Vegas.  

Bivins, dressed in white from head to toe, walked the strip with Davidson after the 

victory. In Cleveland, hardly anyone knew who the old boxer was. But in Las Vegas, 
a boxing Mecca, everyone seemed to recognize him.  

For that night, Bivins was again a star.  

Slipping away When Bivins' wife, Elizabeth, died in 1995, his life forever changed. 
He spent less and less time at the gym. He grew weak and depressed. And finally he 

quietly moved into the Collinwood home of his daughter and son-in-law, Josette and 
Daryl Banks.  

As months passed, Bivins' boxing buddies worried. No one knew where Bivins was.  

In April 1998, Cleveland police found him. They had gone to the Banks house to 

investigate a report of child neglect. They found no child, but in the attic, they found 
Bivins.  

The former heavyweight had withered to 110 pounds, about 75 pounds below his 

fighting weight. He was wrapped in a urine-soaked and feces-caked blanket that 
covered his face. At first they thought he was dead.  

But when the officers asked Bivins if he was OK, he politely responded that he wasn't 

doing so well. Then he asked the officers how they were doing.  

Police initially charged Josette and Daryl Banks with felonious assault. Daryl Banks 

later pleaded guilty to a lesser charge and was sentenced to eight months in jail. 
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Charges against Josette Banks were dropped after investigators determined that her 
husband had made all decisions regarding Bivins' care.  

Many 78-year-olds might not have survived, but Bivins proved to be as tough as his 
leathery hands. 

He spent most of his remaining years in the Shaker Heights home of his sister, Maria 

Bivins Baskin. Slowly, he started showing off the road map of his scars again, 
carefully unfurling his boxing stories to the nurses and visitors who tended him.  

When children stopped by, he taught them how to throw a perfect punch, still 

marveling at the reach of his own long arms.  

And, if someone asked, Bivins would tell them about his nemesis, the champ Joe 
Louis. "Somebody still owes me a belt," Bivins said.  

In 1999, a Sports Illustrated article said Bivins may have been the greatest modern 

heavyweight who never got a shot at the title crown.  

The same year, Bivins traveled to New York, where he was inducted into the 

International Boxing Hall of Fame. Although Bivins was still a little wobbly on his 
feet, the tuxedo he wore couldn't hide his boxer's physique, thick again after months 

of good food and decent care.  

In 2009, Baskin died, and Bivins moved into McGregor. The Ohio State Former 
Boxers and Associates threw birthday parties 

for him there. 

"It's been quite a life," Bivins told The Plain 
Dealer. "It's been quite a life."  

According to his family, Bivins outlived his 

two sons, three sisters and a step-daughter. 
He left behind a daughter, Josette Banks; 

four grandchildren and many great-
grandchildren and great-great-grandchildren. 

Jimmy Bivins  

1919-2012  

 

Painting by the late Bob Carson from UnCrowned 
Champions by J.J. Johnston and Don Cogswell 
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To Box, or Not to Box: Hamlet in the Ring 

By Gordon Marino on July 7, 2012  

 
"I think that within me," said Floyd, "within every human being, there is a certain weakness.”  

Patterson was overjoyed at reclaiming the crown, but he also vowed “to never again inflict as much 

damage on another fighter…” 

In the boxing ring, it helps to be smart and perceptive, but a tendency toward introspection does the 

fighter no favors. Floyd Patterson, the most Hamlet-like of boxers, habitually questioned his own 

ability and even his bravery. Those doubts were never more on display than in a profile by Gay Talese 

in Esquire magazine in 1964 called “The Loser,” written after Patterson’s unsuccessful bid to regain 

the heavyweight crown from Sonny Liston.  

“I think that within me, within every human being, there is a certain weakness,” Patterson told the 

writer. “It is a weakness that exposes itself more when you’re alone. And I have figured out that part of 

the reason I do the things I do, and cannot seem to conquer that one word—myself—is because . . . is 

because . . . I am a coward.” 

It is a puzzle how this boxer ever managed to climb to the top of a brutal game. W.K. Stratton’s first-

rate Patterson biography (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 269 pages, $25) attempts to solve the riddle of 

the most ambivalent of modern gladiators—one who would rush to lift his knockout victims off the 

canvas and who once even stopped in mid-round to help an opponent find his mouthpiece. 

Patterson, one of 11 children, was born in 1935 in Waco, N.C. His family moved to Brooklyn, N.Y., 

soon after his birth. Growing up in the rough Bedford-Stuyvesant neighborhood, Patterson was a 

chronically truant student who soon became a petty thief, Mr. Stratton says. After repeated 

appearances in juvenile court, Patterson, at age 10, was sent upstate to the Wiltwyck School, a state-

supported facility for troubled boys. There he attended small classes offered by patient and dedicated 

teachers who succeeded in drawing him out of his shell. 
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The school’s director organized boxing matches for the boys in which Patterson demonstrated a talent 

for pummeling opponents. “It was the first time he had ever heard a crowd cheer for him,” Mr. Stratton 

notes. After a two-year stint at Wiltwyck, Patterson returned to New York a more confident young 

man. He joined his brothers Frank and Billy at Brooklyn’s Carleton Avenue YMCA. Frank Lavelle, 

the trainer at the Y, thought the Patterson boys showed potential, and he took them to the Gramercy 

Park Gym, where Patterson came under the guidance of Constantine “Cus” D’Amato, a trainer and 

manager who in time—he was then in his 40s—would gain fame for his work not only with Floyd 

Patterson but also with champions José Torres and Mike Tyson. 

D’Amato taught Patterson (as well as Torres and Mr. Tyson) a distinctive approach to boxing, keeping 

his gloves high to protect his face and his elbows tucked in to protect against body blows. The peek-a-

boo style, as it is called, has the boxer squared up to his opponent. It requires constant head movement 

and is ideal for launching the punch that all of D’Amato’s charges specialized in—the left hook. 

Patterson dropped three of his first five amateur contests, but then everything started to click. At the 

1952 Helsinki Olympics, the Brooklynite—then just 17—won the middleweight gold medal. He 

immediately turned professional and, rising through the ranks, had a chance at the heavyweight title in 

1956 after Rocky Marciano’s retirement left the crown vacant. An elimination tournament eventually 

pitted the 21-year-old Patterson against the great Archie Moore. A fifth-round knockout of Moore 

made Patterson the youngest heavyweight champion ever. (Three decades later, 20-year-old Mike 

Tyson would break the record.) 

After four nondescript title defenses, Patterson was separated from his crown by the powerful right 

hand of the Swede Ingemar Johansson in a match at Yankee Stadium in 1959. Afterward, Patterson fell 

into a seemingly bottomless funk, refusing to see anyone, keeping the blinds drawn at his house in 

Rockville Centre on New York’s Long Island. 

Howard Cosell, then best known as a radio sports broadcaster, had been a friend of Cus D’Amato’s 

and Patterson’s for much of the 1950s. He was also close to Jackie Robinson, a Patterson hero, and so 

when D’Amato, “fretting about Patterson’s deepening depression,” asked Cosell to try to cheer up the 

fighter with a visit, Cosell brought along Robinson. The two athletes hit it off and remained friends for 

years to come. Patterson was also buoyed by a letter from an unlikely source: former foe Archie 

Moore, who said, “I hope you don’t continue to feel bad” and offered tips on how to beat Johansson in 

a rematch. 

No heavyweight champion had ever lost the title and then regained it. Patterson got his shot in 1960 at 

New York’s Polo Grounds. In the fourth round, he landed a devastating left hook, leaving Johansson 

twitching on the canvas and unconscious for four minutes. Patterson was overjoyed at reclaiming the 

crown, but he also vowed “to never again inflict as much damage on another fighter.” 

In the early 1960s Sonny Liston, aka “The Bear,” began prowling the heavyweight ranks and easily 

dispatching opponents. Liston, a former convict, had deep ties to organized crime. D’Amato, 

mistrusting Liston’s underworld connections, urged Patterson to avoid getting into the ring with him. 

But Patterson, who had once seemed fated for a criminal life, reasoned that Liston had paid his debt to 

society and deserved a shot. 

In their 1962 encounter, Patterson inexplicably froze when confronted with Liston and was bombed 

out in less than three minutes. Almost a year later, they fought again, with the same one-round result. 

At age 27, Patterson, once one of the most recognizable athletes on the planet, was a has-been. He did 

not hang up the gloves until 1972, at age 37, after his second loss to Muhammad Ali. 
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As suggested by his book’s subtitle, “The Fighting Life of Boxing’s Invisible Champion,” Mr. Stratton 

focuses on Patterson’s years in the ring. Given that the author deftly portrays Patterson’s boyhood, it is 

a pity that he doesn’t take us into his subject’s life after boxing. For years, Patterson trained boxers at 

his New Paltz home in New York’s Hudson Valley. In 1979, he and his second wife, Janet (his first 

wife, Sandra, divorced him in the late ‘60s), adopted a 14-year-old boy who had been coming to 

Patterson’s boxing gym since age 11. Under the former champ’s guidance, Tracy Harris Patterson 

captured two world titles: WBC super bantamweight, in 1992, and IBF super featherweight, in 1995. 

Patterson was appointed commissioner of the New York State Athletic Commission in 1995, but it 

soon became apparent that he wouldn’t be able to fulfill his duties. The head rattling he had absorbed 

began to shake loose the neural connections. When Patterson died from prostate cancer in 2006, he was 

suffering from dementia. 

Mr. Stratton’s epigraph is a quote from Ralph Ellison’s 1952 novel, “Invisible Man,” exhorting a black 

man not to forget his people even if he goes out into the white world: “So take a friendly advice and go 

easy so that you can keep on helping colored people. They do not want you to go too fast and will cut 

you down if you do. Be smart.” 

Though Mr. Stratton does not say so explicitly, the implication is that the “invisible champion” Floyd 

Patterson went out into the white world, rising slowly while still helping his people. Although 

Muhammad Ali attracted more headlines during the civil-rights era and was regarded as a symbol of 

black pride, it was Patterson who went with Jackie Robinson to Mississippi in 1962 to campaign for 

blacks’ civil rights and in 1963 to Birmingham, Ala., to protest police chief Eugene “Bull” Connor’s 

violent tactics against protesters. 

Mr. Stratton returns to “Invisible Man” toward the end of the book: “Like the narrator of Ellison’s 

novel,” he writes, Patterson “could have ended up at exactly the spot where he began—in Floyd’s case, 

the mean streets of Bedford-Stuyvesant. But Floyd found a way out of the circle. His escape route 

involved leather gloves tied on his hands, a padded mat, and a roped-off square curiously called a 

ring.” 

With his career sandwiched between those of heavyweight icons Rocky Marciano and Muhammad Ali, 

it is easy to lose sight of Floyd Patterson’s stirring, affecting story. Mr. Stratton’s engrossing portrait 

helps restore this noble warrior to his rightful place in history’s arena. 

A professor of philosophy at St. Olaf College, Gordon Marino writes on boxing for the Wall Street 

Journal. He is on the board and works with boxers at the Circle of Discipline in Minneapolis, as 

well as at the Basement Gym in Northfield, MN. You can follow him on Twitter @GordonMarino 

(Special thanks to The Wall Street Journal) 
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CINCINATTI'S BILLY JOINER ; He Went The Distance With Sonny! 

 
In the early 1960's Cincinnati produced what looked to be a 

blue chip heavyweight prospect. Billy Joiner turned 
professional in 1962 after a stellar amateur career. He won 

86 of 92 fights in the amateur ranks winning the National 
AAU and Golden Gloves light heavyweight titles in 1962. He 

twice crossed gloves with none other than Cassius Clay. 
 

After turning pro Billy won his first seven fights. Marion 
Conner, Amos Johnson and Lou Bailey were among the 

men he defeated. In 1964 he lost his first fight, a ten round decision to Amos 
Johnson for the Ohio Heavyweight title. He was then stopped by Hubert Hilton 

and outscored by Jimmy "The King" Fletcher. He then fought three straight draws 
against Piero Tomasoni, Dante Cane and Chuck Leslie.  

 

In 1968 Billy would go to Los 
Angeles to face the feared 

former heavyweight champion 
Sonny Liston. Sonny had 

embarked on a comeback and 
was slowly working his way 

back into the ratings. Joiner 
was halted in round seven. Ten 

months later Billy would meet 
Sonny again. This time in St. 

Louis. The game and crafty Joiner extended Sonny the full ten rounds in losing a 
decision. 

 
In his next bout Billy would score a major upset outpointing Canadian Robert 

Cleroux eliminating big Bob from a proposed title match with WBA champion 

Jimmy Ellis. The tide turned quickly though as Billy would lose his next seven 
fights. It was against some stiff competition like Zora Folley, Alvin "Blue" Lewis, 

Juergen Blin, Mac Foster, Bernd August, Larry Holmes and Oscar Bonavena. He 
did gain some measure of revenge halting Fletcher in a rematch. A one round KO 

loss to Alfredo Evangalista followed that. Billy didn't fight again for three and a 
half years but closed his career with a victory outscoring Young Louis in Detroit.  

 
Joiner finished his career with a 12-13-3 record. It is a very deceiving record. 

Along the way he met two world champions and three others that challenged for 
the crown. Add in legitimate contenders like Mac Foster and "Blue" Lewis and you 

can see Billy boxed with some of the best. 
 

 
Jim Amato 
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Ray Arcel 
 A Boxing Biography  

by Donald Dewey 
Book Review by Clay Moyle 

 
Whenever I read a boxing book and am asked whether it was a 
good book or not I normally judge it on the basis of two things; did 
I learn anything from it and did I enjoy reading it. And, by the latter 
I mean was it the kind of book that I had a hard time putting down 
and knocked off in two or three days or was it one of those that I 
felt like I needed to finish reading but it took me weeks to get 
through because I could barely stand to read more than a chapter 
at a time.  

Well, I’m happy to say that Donald Dewey’s new book ‘Ray Arcel. A 
Boxing Biography’ is a darn good book. At 209 pages including the 
footnotes and index in the back it’s a relatively quick but 
entertaining and well-written informative read. If you’ve ever had 
any interest in learning more about one of boxing’s greatest 
trainers then I highly recommend this book to you. The author tells 
us how Arcel got his start in his chosen profession and how he 
came to learn his craft under the guidance of Frank “Doc” Bagley 
and Dai Dollings in the early 1900s. There are many great stories 

concerning the experience he gained as a result of working with those two and the fighters they 
trained. 

Of course, Arcel went on to work with many great fighters of his own and the insight into that work 
and the skills of men like Benny Valgar, Abe Goldstein, Charlie Phil Rosenberg, Benny Leonard, Tony 
Zale, Roberto Duran and many others he worked with as well as his views on scores of other great 
fighters that he had a chance to observe during his career make the book a very entertaining read.  

The author also provides a lot of detail concerning the influence of the mob and the events thought 
to leading up to Arcel being whacked over the head with a lead pipe in 1953. Those interested in 
Roberto Duran will find a lot of information concerning his career and of course the famous ‘no mas’ 
incident in the second fight with Sugar Ray Leonard. And, there are some interesting insight’s on 
Arcel’s part concerning Larry Holmes and his fight with Gerry Cooney.  

In summary, I thought the book was well researched and a very good read and I highly recommend it.  

It’s published by McFarland Publishing and is available via either their website 
www.mcfarlandpub.com or their order line 800-253-2187.  
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JOE LOUIS: HARD TIMES MAN by Randy Roberts 

Reviewed by Roger Zotti 

 

Randy Roberts’ biography is about Joe Louis, arguably the greatest 

heavyweight champion ever and the most famous African-American of his time. 

Titled Joe Louis: Hard Times Man, it’s packed with historical information coupled 

with a well-researched, clear-eyed narrative.   

The remarkable sixth chapter, “Red, White, Blue, and Black,” deals with 

what Louis’ second fight against Max Schemling meant to black and white 

Americans. Roberts points out that millions of Americans were angry because after 

their first fight, which Schmeling won, the German “had become excessively cozy 

with the Nazi leadership. He never joined the Nazi party…But when in Germany he 

sure seemed to look, walk, and talk like a Nazi.”  

For sports journalist Barney Nagler, “What was just another prizefight had 

become a national cause.” Therefore a Louis victory would be a symbolic one for America. Louis, of course, 

destroyed Schmeling in the first round. (Roberts quotes novelist Richard Wright as saying, “It was not really a 

fight, it was an act of revenge.”) 

Lewis Erenberg, author of The Greatest Fight of Our Generation: Louis vs. Schmeling, believes Louis’ 

triumph “transformed him from a primarily African American hero into an all-American idol [and] killed the 

idea of Nazi supremacy.”  

The last chapter, “An Old Man’s Dream,” is the book’s most heartrending. After retiring in 1949, Joe 

returns to the ring in 1950 and loses decisively to heavyweight champion Ezzard Charles, the man who 

succeeded him. And it’s painfully evident that at 38 years of age Louis is, as Roberts says, “an aging, balding 

fighter, a ponderous, plodding boxer who lacked grace and punching power.” He retires for good in 1951 after 

being knocked out by Rocky Marciano.  

The IRS continues hounding Louis relentlessly for back taxes. His closest friends, Roberts says, 

“recalled that the constant tax headache took its toll” on him. Then, in the late 1960s, Louis starts using drugs. In 

the early 70s he begins suffering from paranoid delusions, believing the Mafia intends to kill him with poison 

gas. On May 7, 1970, his wife Martha Jefferson has him committed to a V.A. Hospital in Colorado. Released in 

1971, he returns to Caesars Palace in Las Vegas, working as a greeter. (But don’t feel sorry for Joe, Roberts 

advises, because “he did not feel sorry for himself.”) In November, 1977, he has an operation on his aortic 

valve.  A stroke follows, confining him to a wheelchair. In May, 1981, Joe Louis dies of a heart attack in Las 

Vegas. 

Roberts concludes his masterfully observed biography with these extraordinary words:  “…no black 

American living in the 1930s and 1940s could have missed the meaning of his victories. In celebrating his 

victories…they were rejoicing in his destruction of Jim Crow myths of racial superiority. Joe’s quiet dignity, the 

hint of a smile that occasionally cracked his public face, said it all…as much as any man, Joe Louis was a hero 

and symbol of [the greatest generation], a man who had known the poverty of the Great Depression and had 

done his duty during World War II, a man who had come from nowhere Alabama and become the ‘king of the 

world.’ As much as Franklin D. Roosevelt, he gave hope to America during a troubled time.” 

This book is available at Amazon.com and Yale University Press 
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Matty Matthews 
From his handwritten notes 

 
I am attaching, for what it is worth a typed version of Matty Matthews record through 
Dec/1898 as he hand wrote it at the time. The letter is quite nice and definitely in his 
hand.  Matthews got the results of each of his fights spot on but the dates are usually off.   I 
have asterisked the fights where there's no boxrec record or it significantly differs as to 
indicate further study. 
 
Don Scott 
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Matty Matthews 
From his handwritten notes 

 

 

COPY OF TYPEWRITTEN DIARY 
 

8/28/94  JACK GIBBONS    4 RD DEC  MANH AC    Boxrec 11/16/95 

9/10/94  TOM FRAZIER    7 RD KO  MANH AC    Boxrec 12/5/95 

2/25/95  either BILLY LEE   3 RD KO  MANH AC    Boxrec 3/12/96 

 or  HARRY PETERSON   8 RD DRAW     Boxrec 5/2/96 

3/12/95  NICK COLLINS    7 RD KO  BATTERY D NY   Boxrec 2/11/96 

7/27/95  MIKE LEONARD    8 RD DRAW PALM AC    Boxrec 1897 

8/28/95  JACK BENNIS    9 RD KO  PALM AC    Boxrec has a Johnny 

Bemis 1/5/95  a KO in 12 in NY 

9/9/95  JACK HANLEY    8 RD DEC  SARANAC AC "KNUCKLE FIGHT" Boxrec 

10/5/96  Empire AC ** 

9/19/95  STANTON ABBOT   7 RD KO  EMPIRE AC BUFFALO Boxrec 10/29/96 

11/28/95  JACK BREMAN    2 RD KO  EMPIRE AC ** 

12/3/95  SAM TOMPKINS(TONKINS?)  10 RD DRAW SARANAC AC** 

DATE UNK  JOHNNY LAUGHLIN   15 RD DEC NYAC ** 

DATE UNK  JACK EVERHARDT   15 RD DRAW CONNORS AC BUFFALO  Boxrec 1/25/97 

DATE UNK  JOHN A SULLIVAN   4 RD KO UNION PARK AC Boxrec "Jack Sullivan 2/6/97 

3/27/96  MIKE FARRAGHER   3 RD KO NATIONAL SPORTING CLUB NY Boxrec says 

4/10/97 but says round 2** 

4/28/96  JACK DALY    20 RD LOST DEC SYRACUSE** 
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Matty Matthews 
From his handwritten notes 

 
7/28/96  FRANK GIRRARD   20 RD DRAW JAMESTOWN, NY  Boxrec Garrard 8/4/97 

9/27/96  FRANK GIRRARD   20 RD DEC BUFFALO Boxrec Garrard 9/27/97 

11/22/96  CHARLES MCKEEVER   15 RD DRAW ATHENS PA 

12/9/96  MIKE LEONARD    20 RD DEC ROCHESTER Boxrec 12/21/97 

12/17/96  OWEN ZEIGLER    6 RD ND PHILA ARENA CLUB Boxrec 12/27/97 news dec 

for MM. 

12/27/96  CHAS JOHNSTON   6 RD ND PHILA NONPRID CLUB(?) Boxrec 1/22/98 

Nonpareil AC 

 2/29/97  DAN MCCONNELL   LOST ON FOUL TRENTON NJ  Boxrec 1/31/98 

5/31/98  AUSTIN GIBBONS   10 RD DEC PATTERSON, NJ  Boxrec 3/31/98 

4/12/97or 96 CHAS MCKEEVER   LOST 20 RD DEC CLEVELAND  Boxrec 4/12/98 

4/20/97 or 96 TOM BORDERS   20 RD DEC YONKERS    Boxrec Tom Broderick 

4/20/98 

5/9/98  OWEN ZEIGLER    20 RD DEC PATTERSON, NJ 

5/26/98  TOM BRODERICK   4 RD KO YONKERS 

6/18/97  Kid McPartland   20 rd draw CONEY IS GREATER NYAC. Boxrec 6/18/98 

8/26/98  BILLY SMITH    25 RD LOST DEC LEXON AC  Boxrec 8/25/98 

10/21/98  TOMMY RYAN    13 RD KO LEXON AC. 

 

 

THE RECORD CONTAINED BELOW IS AS ACCURATE AS I CAN DETERMINE. 

CORRECTIONS AND CLARIFICATIONS ARE MOST WELCOME. 

 

Dan Cuoco 

 

Matty Matthews 
Alias      William Matthews 

Global Id  61840       

Hometown   New York, New York, USA 

Birthplace New York, New York, USA 

Division   Welterweight 

Born       1873-07-13  

Died       1948-12-06  

Height     5’ 7 ½”    

 

Record to Date: Won 56 (KOs 23) Lost 24 Drawn 18 Total 98 

    

 

 

1894-12-29 Joe Burke                 New York              L PTS  6  

DATE-UNK   Johnny Bemis              New York              W KO  12  

1895-11-16 Jack Gibbons              Brooklyn              W PTS  4  

1895-12-05 Tom Frazier               New York              W TKO  7  

1896-02-11 Nick Collins              New York              W KO   7  

1896-03-12 Billy Lee                 New York              W KO   4  

1896-05-02 Harry Peterson            New York              D PTS  8  

1896-07-27 Mike Leonard              New York              D PTS  8  

1896-10-05 Jack Hanley               Buffalo               W PTS  8  

1896-10-29 Stanton Abbott            Buffalo               W KO   7  

1896-11-07 Sam Tonkins               Brooklyn              W PTS 10  

1897-01-25 Jack Everhardt            New York              D PTS 15  

1897-02-06 Jack Sullivan             New York              W TKO  4  

1897-04-10 Mike Farragher            New York              W KO   2  

1897-05-05 Wilmington Jack Daly      Syracuse              L PTS 20  

1897-08-04 Frank Garrard             Jamestown             D PTS 20  
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Matty Matthews 
From his handwritten notes 

 
1897-09-27 Frank Garrard             Buffalo               W PTS 20  

1897-12-13 Charlie McKeever          Athens                D PTS 15  

1897-12-21 Mike Leonard              Rochester             W PTS 20  

1897-12-27 Owen Ziegler              Philadelphia          W NWS  6  

1898-01-22 Charley Johnson           Philadelphia          L NWS  4  

1898-01-31 Dan McConnell             Trenton               L DQ   7  

1898-03-31 Austin Gibbons            Paterson              W PTS 10  

1898-04-12 Charlie McKeever          Cleveland             L PTS 20  

1898-04-20 Tom Broderick             Yonkers               W PTS 20  

1898-05-09 Owen Ziegler              Paterson              W PTS 20  

1898-05-26 Tom Broderick             Yonkers               W TKO  4  

1898-06-18 Kid McPartland            Brooklyn              D PTS 20  

1898-08-25 Mysterious Billy Smith    New York              L PTS 25  

1898-10-21 Tommy Ryan                New York              W TKO 13  

1898-12-10 Owen Ziegler              Toronto, CA           D PTS 15  

1898-12-24 George Kerwin             Toronto, CA           W PTS 20  

1899-01-02 Owen Ziegler              Brooklyn              D PTS 20  

1899-01-19 Paddy Fenton              Yonkers               W PTS 20  

1899-03-27 Tommy Ryan                Youngstown            W PTS 20  

1899-05-08 Frank Bartley             Denver                D PTS 20 

(Reported in May 9, 1899 Reno Evening News as L PTS 20) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1899-05-12 Owen Ziegler              Chicago               D PTS  6  

1899-06-21 Charley Burns             Youngstown            W KO   6  

1899-06-27 Jack Bennett              Wheeling              D PTS 20  

1899-07-10 Otto Sieloff              Brooklyn              W TKO  9  

1899-07-31 Eddie Connolly            Brooklyn              W PTS 25  

1899-08-14 George Kerwin             Brooklyn              W TKO 16  

1899-09-14 Bobby Dobbs               Brooklyn              W DQ  25  

1899-10-27 Eddie Connolly            Brooklyn              D PTS 25  

1899-11-17 Kid McPartland            Chicago               D PTS  6  

1899-11-20 Charley Burns             Cincinnati            W PTS 15  

1899-12-02 Hugh McWinters            Brooklyn              W PTS 20  

38



Matty Matthews 
From his handwritten notes 

 
1899-12-16 Kid Carter                Brooklyn              W PTS 20  

1900-01-08 Izzy Strauss              Brooklyn              W TKO 12  

1900-01-15 Jack Bennett              Cincinnati            W KO   7  

1900-01-29 Kid McPartland            Brooklyn              W KO   1  

1900-02-16 Kid McPartland            New York              W TKO 17  

1900-03-19 Eddie Connolly            Brooklyn              W TKO 14  

1900-03-26 Owen Ziegler              Youngstown            W KO   2  

1900-04-06 Charlie McKeever          Philadelphia          L NWS  6  

1900-04-09 Billy Payne               Youngstown            W PTS  6  

1900-04-09 Dan McConnell             Youngstown            W KO   3  

1900-04-17 Mysterious Billy Smith    New York              W KO  19  

1900-05-04 Kid Parker                Denver                D PTS 10  

1900-06-05 Eddie Connolly            Brooklyn              L PTS 25  

1900-08-30 Rube Ferns                Detroit               L PTS 15  

1900-10-08 Jack Bennett              Philadelphia          L NWS  6  

1900-10-16 Rube Ferns                Detroit               W PTS 15  

1900-10-30 Charley Burns             Chicago               W PTS  6  

1900-11-21 Owen Ziegler              Philadelphia          L NWS  6  

1901-04-29 Tom Couhig                Louisville            W PTS 20  

1901-05-24 Rube Ferns                Toronto, CA           L KO  10  

1901-09-02 Patsy Sweeney             Hartford              W PTS 20  

1901-09-28 Eddie Kennedy             Toronto, CA           W TKO 13  

1901-10-28 Tom Couhig                Fort Erie, CA         W DQ   5  

1902-03-06 Tom Couhig                Hot Springs           L PTS 20  

1902-03-10 Martin Duffy              Chicago               L PTS  6  

1902-09-11 Patsy Sweeney             New Britain           L TKO  5  

1902-10-27 Kid Lincoln               Philadelphia          W DQ   5  

1902-11-25 Eddie Kennedy             Allegheny             W PTS 10  

1902-12-10 Owen Ziegler              Savannah              W DQ   6  

1902-12-22 Rube Ferns                Allegheny             W PTS 10  

1903-02-23 Tom Couhig                Allegheny             W PTS 10  

1903-04-27 Rube Ferns                Fort Erie, CA         L TKO 19  

1903-08-25 Martin Duffy              Port Huron            L PTS 10  

1903-08-29 Izzy Strauss              Philadelphia          W KO   2  

1904-01-01 Frank Tyson               Norfolk               W PTS  6  

1904-01-13 Honey Mellody             Boston                L PTS 12  

1904-01-16 Billy Devine              Philadelphia          L NWS  6  

1904-03-19 Billy Devine              Philadelphia          D NWS  6  

1904-04-16 Joe Grim                  Philadelphia          L NWS  6  

1904-10-22 Eddie Kennedy             Carnegie              D PTS 10  

1904-11-30 Willie Fay                New Orleans           W PTS 10  

1904-12-15 Foster Walker             Grand Rapids          W PTS  6  

1905-01-03 Johnny Gilsey             New Orleans           W TKO  4  

1905-03-01 Willie Fay                New Orleans           W PTS 10  

1905-04-08 Billy Burke               Philadelphia          D NWS  6  

1905-04-14 Tommy Sullivan            Lawrence              L KO   2  

1905-12-15 Johnny Carroll            Brooklyn              L KO   3  

1906-01-05 Eugene Bezenah            Cincinnati            D PTS 15  

1906-03-07 Charley Hitte             Albany                L DQ  12  

1906-03-16 Rube Ferns                Buffalo               L KO   9  

1908-08-19 Patsy Sweeney             Brooklyn              W NWS  6  
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Al Arenas 

AKA Alex Arenas 

Hometown   Los Angeles, California 

Division   Lightweight 

Born       November 18, 1928 

Manager    Joey Barnum 

Source     1953 RRB; 1958 RRB; 1961 RRB; 1962 

RRB; 1963 RRB; BoxRec Editors  

    

Record: Won 37 (KOs 21) Lost 22 Drawn 5 Total 64 

    

 

 

   1948 

 

Jan 26  Ozzie Biggie       Santa Monica           L PTS  4  

Feb  2  Tommy Vargas            Santa Monica           L PTS  4  

Feb  6  Rudy Vasquez            Hollywood              D      4  

Mar  2  Sammy Galvan            Los Angeles            W PTS  4  

Jul 27  Bee Jimenez             Los Angeles            L PTS  4  

Aug 03  Sammy Galvan            Los Angeles            W KO   2  

Aug 10  Cadillac Clemmons       Los Angeles            W KO   3  

Aug 16  Santos Salas            Santa Monica           W PTS  4  

Aug 31  Ernie Lauterio          Los Angeles            W PTS  4  

Sep 14  Bee Jimenez             Los Angeles            W PTS  4  

Sep 27  George Mendoza          Santa Monica           W PTS  4  

Oct 11  George Mendoza          Santa Monica           W TKO  2  

Oct 19  Joe Robleto             Los Angeles            W TKO  2  

Nov  2  Rolando Delgado         Los Angeles            L TKO  5  

Nov 30  Ritchie Mendoza         Los Angeles            W TKO  6 

  

   1949 

 

Jan 11  Chuck Wilkerson         Los Angeles            W PTS  6  

Jan 31  Baby Nevarez            Santa Monica           D     10  

May 17  Rudy Garcia             Los Angeles            L PTS 10  

Jun 16  Billy Herrera           South Gate             W PTS 10  

Jul 11  Joey Clemo              Santa Monica           D     10  

Aug 29  Jimmy Savala            Santa Monica           W UD  10  

Sep 12  Augie LaPara            New Orleans            L KO   4  

Oct 17  Lawton DiSoso           Santa Monica           L PTS 10 

 

   1950 

 

Jul 18  Chu Chu Jiminez         Los Angeles            L PTS  6   

Aug  7  Chu Chu Jiminez         Santa Monica           W PTS 10  

 

   1951 

 

Jan 30  Felix Ramirez           San Jose               L PTS 10  

Apr 17  Joey Gurrola            Los Angeles            L KO   1  

 

   1952 

 

Jun 28  Gaby Macias             Hollywood              L PTS  6  

Jul 16  Casanova Pacheco        Fresno                 W PTS 10  

Nov 20  John Richards           Hollywood              D      6  

Dec  2  Santiago Esteban        Los Angeles            L PTS  6  

    

   1953 

     (No activity) 
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   1954 

 

Apr 20  Babe Vance              Los Angeles            W PTS  6  

May 24  Ruben Salazar           Los Angeles            W PTS  6  

 

   1955-1957 

     (No activity) 

    

   1958 

 

Sep 20  Kid Memo                Acapulco, MX           W KO   2  

Oct 18  Gildardo Bacho          Acapulco, MX           W PTS 10  

Nov 15  Alfonso Bonilla         Acapulco, MX           W KO   2  

Dec  6  Chamaco Flores          Acapulco, MX           W KO   2  

 

   1959 

 

Jan 17  Reyes Ramirez           Acapulco, MX           W KO   8  

Feb  7  Arnulfo Palomares       Acapulco, MX           W PTS 10  

Mar  7  Luis Conde              Acapulco, MX           W KO   3  

Apr  8  Tobe Penaloza           Acapulco, MX           W KO   7  

May 16  Chihuahua Kid           Acapulco, MX           W PTS 10  

Jun 20  Chihuahua Kid           Acapulco, MX           L PTS 10  

Aug 15  Rafael Camacho          Acapulco, MX           W KO   7  

Sep 12  Beto Gonzalez           Acapulco, MX           W KO   8  

Sep 26  Heliodoro Hernandez     Guadalajara, MX        W TKO  4  

Oct 24  Jesus Mejia             Acapulco, MX           W KO   3  

Nov 14  Carlos Arregui          Guadalajara, MX        L PTS 10  

Dec  5  Cosme Maldonado         Acapulco, MX           W PTS 10  

 

   1960 

 

Mar 26  Bobby Cervantes         Acapulco, MX           L KO   5  

May 14  Pedro Vetarra Rodriguez    Acapulco, MX           W KO  10  

Jun 25  Sergio Gomez               Guadalajara, MX        L KO   6  

Jul 30  Adolfo Olguin              Acapulco, MX           L PTS 10  

Aug 27  Adolfo Olguin              Acapulco, MX           L PTS 10  

Nov 12  Tony Lopez                 Monterrey, MX          W KO   3  

Dec 10  Chico Rodriguez            Acapulco, MX           W KO   8  

 

   1961 

 

Mar 18  Fidencio Ramirez           Acapulco, MX           D     10  

May  6  Ramon Hurtado              Acapulco, MX           L KO   6  

Oct 28  Ray Reyes                  Acapulco, MX           W KO   7  

Nov 21  Jorge Frikas               Cuernavaca, MX         W KO   8  

 

   1962 

 

Feb 10  Ruben Rivera               Monterrey, MX          L KO   5  

Apr  7  Arturo Astudillo           Acapulco, MX           W KO   3  

May 30 Ino Colin      Cuernavaca, MX         L PTS 10  

Jun  9  Arturo Astudillo           Acapulco, MX           L KO   9  
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Charley Eagle 
Hometown   Waterbury, Connecticut  

Birthplace New York, New York  

Division   Light-Heavyweight/Heavyweight 

Born       July 4, 1915  

 

Charley Eagle’s record (1940-1947) appeared in the 

1948 RRB, page 539; and the 1952 RRB, page 346. 

Inactive (1949-1950). Record compiled by various 

BoxRec editors. 

 

Record: Won 32 (KOs 7) Lost 26 Drawn 7 Total 65 
     

 

       

   1934 

Feb  8  Tiger Jack Renault        New Haven   W PTS  6  

Mar  5  Tiger Jack Renault        New Haven   L PTS  6  

Mar 12  Romeo Ducharme            Holyoke     W PTS  6  

Apr  2  Nick Fusaro               Holyoke     W PTS  6  

May 10  Eddie Moore               New Haven   W KO   2  

May 24  Steve Carr                New Haven   L PTS  7  

Jun 25  Charley Weise             West Springfield        W PTS  8  

Jul 12  Tony Travers              West Haven              W PTS  6  

Aug  7  Frank Nichols             Hartford    L PTS  6  

Sep 27  Eddie De Ciantis          New Haven   W KO   2  

Oct 23  Frank Nichols             Hartford    L PTS  8  

   1935 

Jan 10  Connie Josenio            New Haven   D      6  

Feb 14  Al Zappala                Hartford    W KO   3  

Apr  1  Hookie Jackson            Albany      L TKO  7  

Jul 11  Al McCoy                  Waterville              L TKO  3  

Jul 29  Tiger Jack Renault        West Haven              W PTS  6  

Oct 23  Tiger Jack Renault        New Haven   D      6  

Dec 20  Gordon Donahue            New York    L PTS  4  

   1936 

       (Inactive) 

 

   1937 

Nov  6  Lou Poster                New York    W PTS  6  

Nov 20  Jim Johnson               New York    D      8  

Dec  6  Mickey Benson             Buffalo     W KO   1  

   1938 

Feb  7  Henry Palmeri             Buffalo     W KO   1  

Feb 14  Wally Sears               Buffalo     W PTS  6  

Mar  7  Milton Shivers            Buffalo     W TKO  2  

Mar 21  Jimmy Clark               Buffalo     L PTS  6  

Apr 11  Marty Simmons             Buffalo     L PTS  6  

May 16  Ralph DeJohn              Buffalo     L PTS  6  

Jul 30  Gene Stanley              Milford     W PTS  8  

Aug  3  Tony Celli                Saratoga Springs        W KO   4  

Oct 28  Harry English             New Haven   L PTS  5  

Dec  6  Roy Kelley                New Haven   D      8  

   1939 

Feb 21  Jimmy Webb                Houston     L PTS 10  

Oct 23  Battling Monroe           Buffalo     W PTS  6  

Nov 13  Leroy Evans               Buffalo     W PTS  6  

   1940 

Mar 14  Art McAlpine              Waterbury   W PTS  8  

Mar 29  Tommy Tucker              New York    D      6  
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Apr 11  Eldridge Eatman           Waterbury   W PTS  8  

Jun 28  Bob Pastor                Buffalo     L PTS 10  

Sep  5  Larry Lovett              Waterbury   L PTS  8  

   1941 

Feb 13  Nathan Mann               New Haven   L PTS 12  

        (New England Heavyweight Title) 

   1942 

Feb 19  George Fitch              New Haven   W PTS 10  

Jul 20  Altus Allen               Chicago     W PTS 10  

Aug  3  Bill Petersen             Chicago     D     10  

Aug 31  Yancey Henry              Millvale    L PTS 10  

   1943 

Jan  4  Wallace Cross             Newark      W PTS 10  

Jan 18  Lou Brooks                Baltimore   W PTS 10  

Feb  8  Lou Brooks                Baltimore   W PTS 12  

Apr  5  Billy Grant               Newark      W PTS 10  

May 31  Buddy Walker              Baltimore   L MD  12  

Aug 23 Buddy Walker              Baltimore   L PTS 15  

Dec  6  Herman Badger             New Haven   W PTS  8  

Dec 13  Billy Grant               Philadelphia            W PTS  8  

   1944 

Jan  4  Georgie Fuller            Hartford    W PTS 10  

Nov 27  Bob Jacobs                Philadelphia            L PTS  8  

Dec 14  Jimmy O'Brien             Baltimore   L PTS 10  

   1945 

May  3  Lou Nova                  Boston      L PTS 10  

Jul 16  Tami Mauriello            Waterbury   L KO   1  

Dec 12  Johnny Denson             Houston     L PTS 10  

   1946 

May  7  Joey Maxim                Buffalo     D     10  

Jun 18  Eddie Powell              Seattle     W PTS 10  

   1947 

Apr 14  Paulie Peters             San Francisco         L PTS 10  

   1948 

Apr 30  Tiger Jack Fox            Spokane     L KO   5   

 

   1949-1950 

         (Inactive)  

 

   1951 

Mar 31  Jimmy Rouse               Waterbury   W PTS  8  

Apr 16  Claude Rolfe              Waterbury   W PTS  8  

   1952 

Apr 14  Harry Matthews            Portland    L TKO  5  
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(1) New Orleans Picayune, December 20, 1936 

(2) True Magazine, December 1954 
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The Ring June 1962, page 58 
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FINAL BELL 
 

RALPH HOLLET  

Ralph Hollet, a great Canadian championship boxer Ralph Hollett lost his lengthy battle with cancer 

and an inoperable brain tumour on June 14, 2012. He was 59. Longtime friend Mickey MacDonald 

described the Halifax fighter as “a champion in and outside the ring.” “He was a great champion and 

he fought hard for the fans of Nova Scotia,” MacDonald, a Halifax entrepreneur and chair of the Nova 

Scotia Boxing Authority, said Friday afternoon. “He’s one of those legends in the boxing community. 

“He represented Nova Scotia very professionally and he always came to fight. “Ralph had that tough 

guy image but he was an all-around good guy. There was a softer side to him. He openly talked about 

his love for his family. They were his greatest accomplishments. He will be missed.” Hollett, a black 

belt in Karate, Uechi Ryu and Jui Jitsu, started out as a kickboxer and won a Canadian kickboxing 

championship. But Hollett made a name for himself when he entered pro boxing at age 25. “Ralph and 

I started boxing around the same time in the early ’70s,” MacDonald recalled. “Ralph was a Fairview 

boy who started out in karate but found a calling in boxing. He trained very, very hard all the time. He 

didn’t take it lightly in his training. Ralph was always training.” In a boxing career that spanned from 

1977 to 1983, he earned a 19-10-1 record under trainer Tom McCluskey, and the Canadian 

middleweight title, which he won in Jan. 1980 and June 1981. (McCluskey, husband to Halifax 

regional councillor Gloria McCluskey, passed away in February at age 87) “Ralph Hollett was a great 

champion and a positive influence on sport in Nova Scotia,” said Jamie Ferguson, CEO of Sport Nova 

Scotia, said. “I think his legacy was inspiring more Nova Scotians to take part in sport and we think 

that’s very important.” MacDonald believes Hollett’s success in the ring are worthy of a spot in the 

Nova Scotia Sport Hall of Fame. MacDonald submitted a nomination this year to have Hollett 

inducted. He expects Hollett to be enshrined soon. “I thought he was in the hall of fame and when I 

found out he wasn’t, we put in an application to see if we can get him in there,” MacDonald said. 

“They have (the application) so hopefully next year he will get in the hall of fame because he deserves 

to be.” After Hollett's fighting career ended, he eventually went on to work for Nova Scotia's 

Department of Justice and later worked for the department at the Central Nova Scotia Correctional 

Facility in Burnside. Friends and family rallied around the legendary sports figure after his diagnosis in 

2010. MacDonald held a fundraiser at Palooka’s Boxing Club in Hollett’s honour later that same year. 

Hollett is survived by father Ralph, daughter Sara, sons Roger, Clinton and Angelo, common-law wife 

Lisa Novelli, three sisters, two brothers and a large circle of extended family and friends. (Boxing 

Scene). 

 

LEWIS PINTO 

Fledging pro Lewis Pinto of Wallington, London comitted suicide by hanging on June 3, 2012. Pinto – 

who once said he gained inspiration and insight from Mike Tyson’s boxing career and style – made his 

pro debut winning a four decision over Danny Dontchev on April 20, 2012.  His friend and manager 

Mickey Helliet confirmed the news of his passing that afternoon when he tweeted: ‘I am very very 

sorry, something terrible has happened but the rumours are true my boxer and good friend Lewis Pinto, 

hung himself this morning.’ The 24-year-old showed potential both as an amateur and on Ross 

Minter’s Queensberry Boxing League unlicensed circuit.  It had been hoped that Pinto would become 

one of the unlicensed scenes big crossover success stories after he gained his BBBoC licence and 

began his professional journey at London’s Corontet Theatre with a composed win over Dontchev. 

Tragically, Pinto’s apparent suicide is a sobering reminder of the fragility of life. (Boxing Scene) 

 

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE! 
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