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The IBRO online newsletter is an extension of the Quarterly IBRO Journal and 

contains material not included in the latest issue of the Journal. 
 

Congratulations 

Congratulations to IBRO’s Bruce Trampler on his election into the Florida Boxing Hall of Fame this 

coming June. 

 

Condolences 

Our deepest condolences to Don Cogswell and his wife Anita Yoskowitz on the loss of Anita’s father 

Leon Yoskowitz on January 1, 2013. He was age 94. May he rest in peace! 

 

Newsletter Features 

 When Gene Fullmer Gave Pain the Elbow by Mike Casey. 

 Let The Good Times Roll: The Night Hilmer Kenty Won The Lightweight Title by Carlos 

Acevedo. 

 Cleveland Middleweight Chuck Hunter by Jim Amato. 

 Gilroy Was Here by Jim Glen and Ian Macfarlane. Book Review by Mike DeLisa. 

 Member inquiries, ring records, nostalgic articles, photos, illustrations, newspaper clippings 

and obituaries submitted by several members. 

 

Special thanks to Carlos Acevedo, Jim Amato, Johnny Bos, Mike Casey, Steve Canton, Don 

Cogswell, Mike DeLisa, J.J. Johnston, Rick Kilmer and John Sheppard for their contributions to 

this issue of the newsletter.     

 

Keep Punching! 

Dan Cuoco 

 
International Boxing Research Organization  

Dan Cuoco 

Director, Editor and Publisher 

ibro.dir@comcast.net 

 
All material appearing herein represents the views of the respective authors and not necessarily those of 

the International Boxing Research Organization (IBRO).© 2013 IBRO (Original Material Only) 
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MEMBER FORUM 

 

IBHOF 

The International Boxing Hall of Fame and Museum announced the newest class of inductees to enter 

the Hall. Modern category inductees include two-division champion Arturo “Thunder” Gatti 

(posthumous), five-time world champion Virgil “Quicksilver” Hill, two-time light flyweight champion 

Myung-Woo Yuh,  referee Mills Lane, ring announcer Jimmy Lennon, Jr., and journalist Colin 

Hart. The Class of 2013 also includes lightweight Wesley Ramey and middleweight Jeff Smith in the 

Old-Timer Category (posthumous); manager Arturo “Cuyo” Hernandez in the Non Participant 

Category (posthumous); cartoonist Ted Carroll in the Observer Category (posthumous); and Joe 

Coburn in the Pioneer Category (posthumous).  

 

Florida Boxing Hall of Fame 

The Florida Boxing Hall of Fame announced the newest class of inductees to enter the FBHOF. The 

inductees include: Fighters: Howard Davis Jr., Vince Phillips, Petey Sarron, Ezra Sellers, James 

Warring, David Santos; Trainers: Dave Clark, Lou Duva, Roberto Quesada, Luis Sarria; 

Promoters: Henry Rivalta; Media: Sharon Robb, Mort Sharnik; Officials: Cy Gottfried, Michael 

Pernick, Frank Skillbred; Participants: Ben Finkle, Brad Jacobs, Bernie LaFratta, Bruce Trampler; 

Also boxing achievement awards will go to IBO President Ed Levine and promoter Aaron Jacobs. 
 

Joe Louis Vs. King Levinsky 

Dan, here is a photo I picked up of the 

weigh-in between Joe Louis and King 

Levinsky. Pal J.J. Johnston 

 

DVD of Hector Camacho, Jr. vs. Luis 

Grajeda Fight  

Hey Dan, I'm looking for a DVD of Hector 

Camacho, Jr. vs. Luis Grajeda fight from 

July 28, 2012.  It took place in Chihuahua, 

Mexico and was not televised in the US.  I 

was wondering who amongst the IBRO 

membership might be ardent fight film 

collectors and who might have the fight.  

Can you help me out? Cheers, Kurt 

Emhoff emhoffk@yahoo.com 
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When Gene Fullmer Gave Pain the Elbow 
By Mike Casey on January 1, 2013 (Boxing.Com) 

 

 

"I was worried. How was I going to get through the next three rounds with only one arm?" 

 

The great battle of Ogden against the ferocious Fullmer was probably Florentino’s finest hour, even 

though he couldn’t quite cross the line… 

The Fifties and Sixties were awash with so many dangerous and talented middleweights that boxing 

fans were wonderfully spoilt for choice. The names rang like a bell and any man among the top fifty 

could upset the apple cart and have his day in the sun. There were boxers and punchers and boxer 

punchers. There were straight out sluggers and teak-tough journeymen who lost as often as they 

won but who could tie you in knots and give you a very unpleasant evening. 

One of the most feared contenders among the big punchers was Florentino Fernandez of Cuba. Tall, 

lithe and lean, with a terrific punch and the strength of an ox, Florentino was a little too fragile 

against his fellow big hitters to climb to the very top of the tree, but he very nearly won the NBA 

middleweight championship from Gene Fullmer in a brutal fight at Ogden, Utah, in the summer of 

1961. 

In a 67-fight career, Fernandez knocked out 43 opponents in his 50 wins, losing 16 bouts and 

drawing one. The majority of his defeats came after his narrow loss to Fullmer. Florentino was 

stopped in the fifth round of a great fight with Dick Tiger and destroyed in less than a round by the 

prime Rubin (Hurricane) Carter. Fernandez, however, always remained dangerous. In 1963, he 

traveled to Puerto Rico and halted future light heavyweight champion Jose Torres in five rounds, 

knocking down Jose twice. 

But the great battle of Ogden against the ferocious Fullmer was probably Florentino’s finest hour, 

even though he couldn’t quite cross the line. For Gene, who prevailed by a 15-round split decision, 
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the battle was a desperate and seemingly endless night’s work which encapsulated all of his 

magnificent fighting qualities. For Fullmer was battling two opponents during the latter part of that 

almighty struggle; the ever threatening Fernandez and the searing pain of a broken elbow. 

A short time after the fight, champion Gene was inevitably asked who had given him his toughest 

fight to date. It had to be Ray Robinson, surely, or perhaps Carmen Basilio. Lord knows, Fullmer had 

enough names to choose from. He had locked horns with a multitude of golden fighters from a 

golden generation, including Paul Pender, Gil Turner, Del Flanagan, Bobby Boyd, Rocky Castellani, 

Ralph (Tiger) Jones, Eduardo Lausse, Charles Humez, Wilf Greaves, Ernie Durando, Chico Vejar, Spider 

Webb and Joey Giardello. 

Toughest 

 “Very often people ask me which was my toughest 

fight,” said Gene. “I guess they all expect me to say 

Ray Robinson or Carmen Basilio. They were tough 

fights, all of them, but the fight with Florentino 

Fernandez last August is one I will always remember. 

Florentino is a bull-like fighter who has the best 

single punch of all middleweights in the ring today. 

“When he hits you flush with that left hook of his, 

you wilt. He hit me plenty when I defended my title 

against him, but I was winning the fight on all 

scorecards until the twelfth round. Then it happened. 

I threw a looping right hand at Fernandez and I heard 

something snap in my right elbow. The pain made 

me sick to my stomach. 

“When I came back to my corner at the end of the round, Marv Jensen (Fullmer’s manager) suspected I 

had hurt my arm. He asked me what was wrong and I couldn’t answer him. I was afraid if I opened my 

mouth I would vomit. The pain from my elbow was going through my whole body, and it seemed to 

settle in the nerve center of my stomach. I was worried, real worried. How was I going to get through 

the next three rounds with only one arm? Would I be able to stand the pain? Would I empty my 

stomach right in the center of the ring the next time I used my right hand?” 

Gene’s other major concern was not knowing how much Fernandez and his handlers knew about the 

injury. Did they know at all? Did they know everything and were planning an all-out bombing 

mission? It was never a garden party when Florentino Fernandez started bombing. 

Said Fullmer: “I suspected Fernandez knew he had me in trouble because he fought with renewed 

vigor toward the end of the twelfth. In spite of a frenzied mind, I answered the bell for the thirteenth 

round with my mind made up to stay away from Fernandez as much as I could. He rushed out of his 

corner very unlike a fighter who had been beaten up to that point. Now I knew he was aware of how 

badly I had been hurt. 
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“I went on the defensive for the first time that night and for one of the few times in my career I could 

do nothing else. Fernandez chased me from one side of the ring to the other. I was still sick to my 

stomach. All the hours that Marv Jensen and Angelo Curley, my trainer, spent teaching me defensive 

boxing suddenly paid off. I was making Florentino miss with his murderous left hooks, ducking 

underneath each one and managing to stick a left jab into his face. 

“The jab was light but it was enough to keep Fernandez off balance and make him back up a step or 

two. He was so anxious to knock me out, he swung himself out in the thirteenth and fourteenth 

rounds. When the bell rang for the fifteenth and last round, we were almost on even terms physically. 

He was tired and I was hurt. I knew he was tired so I just kept jabbing him., and I did it often enough 

to win the last round. When the final bell sounded, it was like the end of the war. 

“In my own mind I thought I had won the fight with some to spare, but didn’t really realize it until I 

saw Jensen and Curley jumping with joy in my corner. Later, in my dressing room, the doctors told me 

I had fought the last three rounds with a broken elbow.” 

Injuries 

Those of us who have suffered similar injuries will know of the craving desire to cut our losses and 

retire to a quiet and peaceful place until the storm blows over. Even a hangover from too much of the 

hard stuff is a painful reminder of how long a day can be and how difficult it is to perform the 

simplest of functions. 

Yet we know there is no hiding place in life, and there is certainly no refuge in the ring when 

Florentino Fernandez is trying his level best to take your head off. Some boxers raise the white flag, 

but they are a tiny minority. Most are natural born warriors at heart who regard it as their sacred duty 

to hear the final bell, whatever their pain and whatever the result. 

Fighting in his own back yard that night, Gene would have surely been forgiven by his home crowd if 

he had sat down on his stool at some point during that terrible nightmare and told Marv Jensen that 

he couldn’t go on. But quitting was never on the agenda for this toughest of Utah sons. 

“Never once during the panic that ran through my mind did I think of quitting,” said Gene. “I had 

every excuse in the world to call it quits in my corner at the end of the twelfth. Nobody would have 

called a guy with a broken elbow a quitter. Certainly I would have had another chance at Fernandez, 

even if I quit right there. But, like I say, it never even came to my mind.” 

It never did with Gene Fullmer. 

Mike Casey is the Founder & Editor of ALL TIME BOXING at 

https://sites.google.com/site/alltimeboxingrankings. He is a freelance journalist and boxing 

historian and a member of the International Boxing Research Organization (IBRO). 

Courtesy of Boxing.Com 
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Let The Good Times Roll: The Night Hilmer 

Kenty Won The Lightweight Title 

by Carlos Acevedo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

**** 

With auto sales down 24% from 1979, inflation up to nearly 20%, and unemployment in Motown a 

ghastly 15-18%, Detroit sputtered into the 1980s like something produced by American Motors. Add 

Uniroyal stock spiraling down the proverbial drain, Chrysler, now with Lee Iacocca in charge, still 

reeling from the 1970s, and one manufacturing plant after another shuttering its doors, and the gloomy 

citizens of Detroit hardly seemed to have a reason to celebrate. But on March, 2, 1980, whoop it up it 

they did, and in style, when Hilmer Kenty faced Ernesto España for the WBA lightweight 

championship.  
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Over 13,000 fans packed the new Joe Louis Arena to see local favorite Kenty make history. At 

ringside sat “The Brown Bomber” himself, gaudy print shirt crowned by jumbo collars, only a year or 

so away from the grave after recently suffering a stroke, but ready to see a world title brought back to 

Detroit for the first time since Louis himself was in the midst of his heavyweight reign of terror.  

Kenty, who had moved to Detroit from Ohio to train at McGraw Street, was also the first world 

champion produced by Emanuel Steward. But the fight nearly slipped from his grasp. In order to 

secure Kenty a title shot, Steward had to pay tribute to the new Mafiosi in boxing: banana republic 

sanctioning bodies. Yes, the likes of Frankie Carbo, Blinky Palermo, and Eddie Coco had been 

replaced by a conjunto of prizefight grifters in Panama, Mexico, Venezuela, and the Caribbean. Pepe 

Cordero, outed by Bob Arum as a WBA “Bagman” in 1983 and a one-man-gang of graft, opened his 

sit-down with Steward in Puerto Rico by placing a gun on his desk as a preamble to negotiations. 

Unfortunately, Steward was a little light in the wallet for Cordero, who, presumably, did not accept 

personal checks or Layaway. Steward returned to Detroit, hocked what he could, and finally managed 

to raise the kickback. It was done: Hilmer Kenty would be fighting for the lightweight title.  

España, from Venezuela, was a WBA prodigal son. From 1979—when he won the lightweight title 

vacated by Roberto Duran—to 1982, when he got his last gratuitous payday against Ray Mancini—

España had someone to watch over him: a Purple Gang in pastel colors. But sometimes all it takes to 

run out of luck in boxing is a stiff jab and a whistling right and Kenty brought both of these with him 

to the riverfront. Before a national television audience on ABC, Kenty rebounded from an early 

knockdown, mixed it up freely, and left España looking like someone had dropped a Plymouth Volaré 

on him. Although Kenty, at nearly 5’11, was as skinny as David Bowie was during his “Thin White 

Duke” phase, he chose to pressure España from the opening bell. “We outpsyched him,” Kenty said 

after the fight. “He thought we were going to run from him, but I told him that when the bell rung I’d 

be dead in his face and I was.” In the 9th round, Kenty battered a helpless España around the ring, 

forcing referee Larry Rozadilla to intervene, and bedlam took over the Joe Louis Arena.  

By the mid-1980s, Steward had already established the Kronk Gym as an assembly line of topnotch 

prizefighters, but Hilmer Kenty, who had been a 5-1 underdog against España, provided the raw 

material for his first world champion. A few months later, of course, it would be Thomas Hearns who 

would rally Detroit. In the midst of a staggering recession, it was, incredibly, two prizefighters and an 

extraordinary manager/trainer who brought a sliver of hope to a ragged metropolis. “Having a world 

champion right here in your own hometown is something kids can identify with,” Steward told KO in 

1982. “The kids living in this neighborhood can walk by and see the Cadillacs, Corvettes, and Rolls-

Royces in the parking lot and what it tells them is that they can be a success, too. It’s uplifting.” It 

certainly was in 1980. For Kenty, for Steward and, especially, for thousands of weary citizens, it was a 

brief reminder that Detroit, with its Art Deco skyscrapers reaching for the stars downtown, was once 

the City of Dreams.  

**** 

Carlos Acevedo is the editor of The Cruelest Sport and the American editor of Esquina. His work has appeared 
in Boxing Digest Magazine, Maxboxing.com, and Boxing World Magazine.  He is a member of the 
International Boxing Research Organization and a full member of the Boxing Writers Association of America.  
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CLEVELAND MIDDLEWEIGHT CHUCK HUNTER 
 

 by Jim Amato 
 

    Back in the 1940's and 50's the great boxing city 
of Cleveland produced a fine middleweight contender 
named Chuck Hunter. Born in 1925, Hunter would 
enjoy great success in the amateur ranks. In 1943 he 
would win the Chicago Golden Gloves title, the Intercity 
Golden Gloves title and the National AAU championship 
at 135 pounds. He would turn professional in July of 
that year with a three round knockout win over Woody 
Sweeney. Chuck would win three more and then be 
matched with veteran Maxie Berger. Maxie came into 
this bout with over 80 wins in over 100 fights! Chuck 
was overmatched and ended 1943 losing an eight 
rounder to Berger. 
  
    Two fights into 1944 and Chuck found himself in 
the ring with Youngstown's exceptional Tommy Bell. 
Again overmatched at this point in his career, Hunter 
was halted in the second. For the rest of 1944 Hunter 
would go 9-2. He went ten rounds with Bell in a December rematch but lost a unanimous 
decision. Chuck started 1945 well with two knockout victories but his success was short lived 
as he would lose his next three bouts to Alex and Jimmy Doyle and a third bout with Bell. 
Then Hunter would pull a few surprises of his own upsetting California Jackie Wilson and 
Rueben Shank. In 1946 Hunter would lose a close verdict to Cecil Hudson. He would rally to 
defeat Bobby Berger and Sam Baroudi but lose again to Hudson to close out the year.  
  
    Chuck would win his first five fights of 1945 including a kayo over the ever dangerous 
Artie Levine. Then disaster struck in the form of the murderous punching Bob Satterfield. Bad 
Bob knocked Chuck out in the tenth and final round. It would take twenty minutes to revive 
Hunter. In his next bout Hunter lost a split decision to Jimmy Edgar. Chuck would then travel 
to Scranton, Pennsylvania to be stopped in two rounds by Jerry Petrovich who had a 3-1 
record coming in. Despite the bad luck Hunter would turn it around again in 1948 
by defeating Dave Clark, Cecil Hudson and Steve Belloise. He ended the year losing a verdict 
to tough Nick Barone but he would start 1949 by again defeating Artie Levine.  
  
    Chuck's career was turning into a roller coaster now. He would lose twice to the 
talented Tommy Yarosz but defeat Billy Brown and Dick Wagner. In 1950 Hunter would meet 
Jake LaMotta at the Cleveland Arena. With a big crowd on hand the rugged LaMotta wore 
down Hunter and stopped him in the sixth. From this point on Hunter would go 4-10. He 
decisions to Harold Johnson and Bobo Olson as well as being DQed for slapping versus Rocky 
Graziano in 1951. That was Chuck's swan song. He hung up the gloves for good in 1953. His 
final ledger was 45-26-1. He fought four world champions as well as several solid contenders. 
He did the city of Cleveland proud. 
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"Gilroy Was Here"  
 
by Jim Glen and Ian Macfarlane  
Book review by Mike DeLisa 
 

Bert Gilroy was perhaps one of the unluckiest boxers of the 

first half of the last century. In 1939, just as he was 

approaching his peak, the Scottish boxer, like so many other 

fighting men of his era, was called to war.  

One unfortunate circumstance is that Gilroy, besides being 

deprived of his opportunity at a world title, is that his entire 

career seems to have been obliterated and forgotten. Luckily, 

a recent book, Gilroy Was Here corrects that unfortunate 

loss.  

Gilroy Was Here, which was written by Gilroy's grandson 

and Ian Macfarlane, is a tremendous look into the world of 

pre- and postwar British boxing. Some of the internecine 

political squabbles were tougher than the battles in the ring, 

but through it all, Gilroy remained a dedicated, talented 

performer.  

Gilroy, born in Airdrie, Scotland, in 1918 to parents of 

Italian ethnicity, began boxing at age 15, in 1933. In 

addition to the sanctioned bouts of the day, Gilroy fought many unsanctioned bouts as well as an 

estimated 300 "booth" bouts, meeting all comers. In 1938, just 20 years old, Gilroy annexed the 

Scottish middleweight championship by whipping Tommy Smith over 15 rounds. After beating tough 

"Ginger" Saad, Gilroy was matched with the "Rochdale Thunderbolt" Jock McAvoy. 

Unfortunately, a serious illness prevented Gilroy from meeting McAvoy -- indeed many thought his 

career was over. The authors do an excellent job of tracing Gilroy's career during these desperate 

times. Gilroy's comeback starting in 1941 was a marvel, and his bouts are fairly described. 

The authors also go into detail as to how Gilroy was treated by the British Board of Boxing Control, 

which allowed other British fighters to duck Gilroy. Gilroy Was Here is an excellent look at an 

unfairly overlooked fighter, and is highly recommended by the Cyber Boxing Zone. 

Gilroy Was Here is printed in Great Britain by Copy Tech UK limited. Copyright GlenMac, 2004. 

236 pp. Illustrated Softcover. To purchase a copy, contact Clay Moyle at cmoyle@aol.com or 

visit www.prizefightingbooks.com.  
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Leroy Haynes fought professionally from 1930 until 1941  

and compiled a record of 

Won 45 (KO 35) + Lost 23 (KO 6) + Drawn 3 = 71 

 Courtesy of J.J. Johnston 
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New York Times, December 5, 1922 
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New York Times, December 6-7, 1922 
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January 12, 1952 (New York Times) 
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January 13, 1952 (New York Times) 
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January 14, 1952 (New York Times) 
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January 16 & 17, 1952 (New York 

Times) 
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January 19, 1952 (New 

York Times) 

23



March 19 & 25, 1952 (New York Times) 
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New York Times, October 5 & 6, 1952 
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New York Times, October 9, 2013 
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NYT 11-1, 1952 & 11-3, 1952 
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New York Times, 12-09, 1952 

New York Times, 12-12, 1952 
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New York Times, December 21, 1952 
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WORLD RATINGS FOR THE PERIOD ENDING 1952 

MIDDLEWEIGHT    WELTERWEIGHT 

TITLE VACANT    WORLD CHAMPION 

                   Kid Gavilan 

1. Randy Turpin    1.  Johnny Bratton      
2. Charley Humez    2.  Bobby Dykes 
3. Carl (Bobo) Olson    3.  Joe Miceli 
4. Ernie Durando    4.  Gil Turner 
5. Rocky Castellani    5.  Chuck Davey 
6. Lee Sala     6.  Billy Graham 
7. Norman Hayes    7.  Johnny Saxton 
8. George Angelo    8.  Cliff Curvis 
9. Joey Giardello    9.  Art Aragon 
10. Mickey Laurant    10. Danny Womber 
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1962 Ring Ratings 

World  Champions 

Paul Pender & Dick Tiger 

1. Gene Fullmer 
2. Terry Downes 
3. George Benton 
4. Joey Giardello 
5. Luis Folledo 
6. Denny Moyer 
7. Laszlo Papp 
8. Joey Archer 
9. Joey Giambra 
10. Bruno Visintin 

35



 

36



 

37



FINAL BELL 

 

DOMINGOS DE JESUS 
Brazilian light welterweight Domingo DeJesus of  Guarulhos, Sao Paulo, Brazil died on January 7, 2013. DeJesus 

fought professionally from 2007 – 2011 and compiled a record of 5-1-0 (KO 2). Details of his death were not given 

(BoxRec).   

 

HUGO JOSE EMER   

Former Córdoba State Super Bantamweight Champion Hugo Jose Emer of Rio Cuarto, Cordoba, Argentina died at 

the age of 59 on January 4, 2013. Emer fought professionally from 1975-1982 as a super bantamweight and 

compiled a record of 13-24-3 (9 KOs). Details of his death were not given (BoxRec).   

 

YURI ALEXANDROV  

Yuri Alexandrov of Kamensk-Uralsky, Russia died on January 1, 2013 at the age of 49. Alexandrov was a former 

Soviet amateur boxer in the flyweight and bantamweight classes. In 1982, Alexandrov won the world amateur 

championship in the flyweight class. In 1986, Alexandrov he won a bronze medal in the bantamweight class in the 

same competition. He fought professionally from 1989-1992 and compiled a record of 2-3-1. Details of his death 

were not given (BoxRec).   

 

JESUS "PECHO" CASTRO  

Jesus "Pecho" Castro of Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic died on December 26, 2012 at the age of 57. Castro 

fought as a middleweight from 1975-1983 and compiled a record of 18-11-0 (KO 15). During his career he met 

such fighters as James Shuler, Robbie Sims, Rocky Fratto, John LoCicero, Norberto Sabater, and Kevin Moley. 

Details of his death were not given (BoxRec).   

 

CARLOS FRANCISCO VILLALBA  

Carlos Francisco Villalba, Rosario, Santa Fe, Argentina died on December 13, 2012 at the age of 63. Villalba 

fought professionally as a welterweight from 1970-1979 and compiled a record of 13-23-4 (KO 6).  Details of his 

death were not given (BoxRec).   

 

STEFAN RAAFF  

Stefan Raaff of Cologne, Nordrhein-Westfalen, Germany was shot and killed, by an unknown assailant, outside his 

home in Cologne on December 10, 2012. He was age 45 and fought professionally from 2006-2011 as a light-

heavyweight and crusierweight compileing a record of won 6-4-1 (KO 2).  (BoxRec) 

 

ALBERTO REYES  

Former Chilean Bantamweight Champion Alberto Reyes, born Alberto Reyes Ramírez on February 10, 1928 in 

Santiago de Chile, Chile, died on December 9, 2012 at the age of 84. During his career he fought Jose Bruno, 

Alfredo Bunetta, Luis Castillo, Raul Macias and Arturo Rojas. His professional record was 42-8-1 (KO 37). Details 

of his death were not given (BoxRec).   

 

AL ANDREWS 

Albert Andrews, 81, died December 22, 2012 at Mellen Manor Nursing Home in 

Mellen, Wis. Andrews, who grew up in Oliver, gained popularity in the 1950s as an 

aggressive but likeable boxer. He fought at the professional level from 1952-60 and 

faced some notable opponents during that time, including Gustav Scholz — the 

European light-heavyweight champion — in Madison Square Garden in 1956. 

Scholz won a close decision over Andrews in 10 rounds. Among Andrews’ other 

opponents were five world champions: welterweights Carmen Basilio and Virgil 

Akins; middleweights Gene Fulmer and Joe Giardello; and light heavyweight Willie 

Pastrano. Andrews considered his knockout of middleweight Gil Turner a career 

highlight. “I was pretty young to remember any of his fights,” said Raleigh 

Andrews, Albert’s brother. “He fought out of Chicago mostly.” Raleigh Andrews, 

the youngest of seven brothers, was born in 1953. He can’t share many stories about Albert’s boxing career, but he 

remembers how his older brother provided for the family after their mother died in 1955. “Al stepped up and took 

care of the family with his boxing money,” Raleigh Andrews said. “He really took care of us.” Albert Andrews was 
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inducted into the Superior Athletic Hall of Fame in 1984, the same year Doug Sutherland and Americo “Mertz” 

Mortorelli were enshrined. The Oliver native began his boxing career in Superior at 13 and continued at the 

amateur level until he was 17. He won 29 of 31 fights as an amateur and was twice named the Golden Gloves 

district champion of Duluth. “He was determined,” said Jim Andrews, 76. “He really liked boxing and he won a lot 

of amateur titles.” Boxing was a family affair growing up, Jim Andrews said. The three oldest brothers all learned 

to box, and he remembers walking from Oliver with his brothers to train in Superior three to four days a week. “We 

didn’t have a car, so we had to walk,” Jim Andrews said. Albert Andrews also gained recognition as a musician 

when he was young. Jim Andrews said when his brother wasn’t boxing, he was playing the accordion. “He could 

play an accordion as good an anybody,” Jim Andrews said. “He played polka music around the county. Then his 

boxing career took over from there, of course.” In 1949, Andrews enlisted in the Army and continued to box. As a 

welterweight he won 32 of 34 fights, which included the Philippines Championship and the Fifth Army 

Championship. After leaving the service Andrews began his professional career with Ike Bernstein, the coach for 

the Fifth Army team. Andrews fought in 22 televised fights as a professional, more than half of which were 

broadcast nationally. His professional record was 45-36-2 (KO 5). (Emily Kram, Superior Telegram and BoxRec) 

 

ROBERT COLAY  

Robert F. Colay "Big Bob/Dragon/Mongo", 56, died peacefully at his home in Columbus, GA on December 21, 

2012.  He was born on March 1, 1956 in St. Augustine, FL. When Bob was fourteen years old, the family relocated 

to Pleasantville, NJ. He enlisted in the Marine Corps at age sixteen where he started boxing. On October 25, 1985 

he fought Mike Tyson at the Atlantis Hotel & Casino in Atlantic City, losing by first round knockout. He was a 

Traffic Control Officer for the Atlantic City Police Dept., an Atlantic City Firefighter, a member of Glaziers Union 

for thirty years from which he recently retired and lastly, he was Owner/Operator of Colay Refridgerated for the 

past seven years in which he traveled throughout the United States and Canada until he was no longer physically 

able. His fought professionally from 1978-1998 and compiled a record of 8-12-1 (KO 5). Besides Tyson, he also 

fought notable fighters such as Riddick Bowe, Renaldo Snipes and Jameel McCline. (Johnny Bos) 

 

ARNALDO MESA  

 Cuban authorities say Olympic silver-medalist boxer Arnaldo Mesa has died. He was 46. 

Government-run sports website Jit.cu says Mesa died December 17, 2012 in the eastern city of 

Holguin, several days after he was hospitalized for a stroke. Mesa, a southpaw, was born Dec. 

6, 1966, in the eastern province of Santiago. In 1996 he was runner-up in the bantamweight 

class at the Olympic Games in Atlanta. He won a gold medal at the Pan American Games in 

1991, in Havana, and again four years later in Mar del Plata, Argentina. (Associated Press) 

 

JOHNNY LIRA 

Former world title challenger Johnny Lira, 61, from Chicago, died December 8, 

2012 at the Illinois Masonic hospital surrounded by family and friends. Lira was a 

former IBF/USBA Lightweight champion with his 1978 KO of then undefeated (25-

0) Andy Ganigan. Lira’s 6th round KO of Ganigan earned him a world title shot at 

Ernesto Espana who halted Lira in the 9th round of a WBA world title match held in 

Chicago in 1979. Some of the other notable opponents he faced during his career are 

Howard Davis, Jr., Alfredo Escalera, Al Ford, Willie Rodriguez, Marion Thomas, 

Nick Furlano, Bobby Plegge and Larry Stanton. Lira ended his professional boxing 

career with a 29-6-1 mark (15 KOs). Lira also worked for a short time as a 

professional boxing judge and trainer. (Fightnews) 

 

 

MILT RICKUN  

Compared to some of the high-profile, self-promoting boxing referees who came after him, Milt Rickun was a 

shrinking violet in the ring when he refereed professional and amateur bouts at the Milwaukee Arena, Auditorium 

and Eagles Club in the 1950s, '60s and '70s. Guys like Mills Lane and Joe Cortez sought as much face time and 

notoriety as the fighters they policed, even developing and marketing their own pre-fight catchphrases ("Let's get it 

on!" for Lane; "I'm fair but firm!" for Cortez). Rickun, who died Dec. 7, 2012 at age 85, was properly 

inconspicuous between the ropes. He didn't preen or showboat, and let his professionalism speak for itself. The 

biggest fight Rickun refereed was on Aug. 3, 1970, when ranked light heavyweight contender Andy Kendall met 

local favorite Ron Marsh before a standing-room-only crowd at the Eagles Club. It went 10 rousing rounds, and in 
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the story about it in the next day's Milwaukee Journal Rickun's name wasn't mentioned at all. In the Sentinel, 

reporter Ray Grody mentioned him once, noting that Rickun "did an excellent job." A street fighter growing up on 

Milwaukee's North Side, Rickun boxed as an amateur after joining the U.S. Marine Corps in World War II. He 

turned pro in the late 1940s, but his dream of "being one of the great fighters of all time" was unfulfilled thanks to a 

glaring anatomical deficiency Rickun described to Zak Mazur of The Wisconsin Jewish Chronicle in an interview a 

decade ago. "Every fight I ever had as a pro ended in a knockout. Either I stopped them or they stopped me. I was a 

knockout puncher with a glass jaw." When he became a licensed referee, Rickun told Mazur, "I loved it almost as 

much as boxing." And he did it the correct old-school way: almost invisibly. Pete Ehrmann OnMilwaukee.com 

 

LEE SALA  

Lee Sala, a leading middleweight contender from Donora, PA, died on December 3, 

2012 at the age of 86. Sala was a leading contender for the middleweight boxing 

title in the late 1940s and early 1950s. His boxing career spanned seven years, from 

1946 to 1953. During his career Sala compiled a record of 76 wins and 7 losses, 

with 48 knockouts. Before gaining fame in the boxing ring, Sala spent two years in 

the Navy on the battleship Iowa during World War II, serving most of his time in 

the South Pacific. Sala started his boxing career after being honorably discharged 

by the Navy. He had a 47-fight winning streak and faced numerous highly ranked 

fighters including former world middleweight champion Carl “Bobo” Olson. His 

list of notable opponents include: Randy Sandy, Norman Hayes, Joey DeJohn, 

Herbie Kronowitz, Georgie Small, Tony DeMicco, Sammy Secreet, Billy Kilgore, 

Joe Rindone, Willie Troy, Gene Hairston, Reuben Jones, Sonny Horne, Tony 

Riccio, Vinnie Rossano and Eddie Finazzo. After Sala retired from boxing, he and 

his wife, Adeline, moved to Tampa, Fla. Sala stayed involved with boxing, 

refereeing fights occasionally. He later became a deputy sheriff in Hillsborough 

County. By Eddy Montalvo / Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 

 

PETER O'KANE  

Peter John O’Kane died on November 21, 2012 at the age of 42. O'Kane died of critical brain trauma as the result 

of a fall down the stairs at a friend’s house. O'Kane at one time was ranked as the #2 Cruiserweight in Canada. 

Peter was born in Belfast, Ireland on June 16, 1970 and immigrated to Canada in 1974. Peter began his amateur 

boxing career and was a member of the Canadian Amateur Boxing Team from 1994 to 1996. He trained at the Pan 

Am Boxing Club where he was coached by Edward Yaremchuk. He also fought at the Western Canadian Games 

and the Police Olympics. In 1999, Peter turned professional and fought all across Canada and the US and was 

featured on TSN. After retiring from boxing, with a record of 15-6-1 (KO 4), he mentored many young athletes in 

pursuit of their own dreams. As a proud member of the Winnipeg Police Service, Peter continued to loyally serve 

the Service and the citizens of Winnipeg until his passing. He was an officer safety trainer with the Winnipeg 

Police Service. He trained hundreds of recruits and senior officers in self defense. Not only was Peter a respected 

trainer with his own Service, but also trained U.S. Custom Border officers, Federal Law Enforcement Training 

Centre instructors, and numerous municipal police agencies across Canada and the US Air Marshals.  

 

OKSON PALUE 

Okson Edison Ingamiua Palue, Surabaya, Indonesia, age 19, died on November 21, 2012, five days after a bout 

against Gerry Dio Toisuta, which ended in a draw. Palue complained of foot cramps after the bout and was taken to 

a local hospital, but was eventually released. A few days later he again complained of leg cramps and was taken to 

the hospital where he eventually passed away. Palue reportedly had a record of 4 wins, 1 loss and 1 draw. 

(BoxRec). 

 

ERNEST MATEEN  
R&B singer Kia Jeffries shot and killed her husband of 14 years, professional boxer Ernest “M16″ Mateen on 

November 6, 2012. He was age 46. Jeffries reportedly shot her husband in self defense after he caught her cheating 

at an Atlanta area hotel. The Georgia Daily News reports: “Police outside Atlanta say they consider the shooting 

death to be a case of self-defense, and no charges have been filed.” “Gwinnett County police Cpl. Jake Smith said 

homicide detectives that Earnest Mahir Abdul-Mateen used a handgun to repeatedly hit his wife Kia Yvette Jeffries 

early Tuesday morning.” “Smith said Abdul-Mateen struck her so many times that he became exhausted, and at that 

point Jeffries managed to turn the gun on her husband and pull the trigger.” “The shooting happened at an extended 
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say hotel near Duluth. Smith said officers found Jeffries with injuries to her head 

and face. Abdul-Mateen was lying in a hallway, suffering from a gunshot wound.” 

“Smith tells The Gwinnett Daily Post that detectives consider the case a self-

defense shooting.”Mateen died after being shot by his wife. Police indicated that 

the shooting was in self-defense. Mateen had apparently seriously beat his wife 

with the handgun until he became exhausted, which at that point she gained control 

of the gun and shot him. Mateen was taken to the hospital where he later died. 

Mateen won two New York Golden Gloves Championships. Mateen worked as a 

trainer in New Jersey, working with his brother, light heavyweight prospect Hamid 

Abdul-Mateen. He retired from the ring in 2006. As a professional Mateen (30-12-

3)) won the Nevada State Lt. Heavyweight title along with USBO and IBU 

Cruiserweight titles. (Georgia Daily News and BoxRec) 

 

WALLY SWIFT 

76-year-old Wally Swift, who crammed 88 fights into his glittering career, died 

at Heartlands Hospital on November 12, 2012. Swift, who began his boxing 

career in 1959, was a stablemate of Birmingham heavyweight Johnny Prescott 

whose funeral took place just the week before his death. Swift, one of eight 

children brought up in a council house in Bilborough, started boxing at the age 

of ten at the John Player School. He won three schoolboy titles before going to 

work at Raleigh at the age of 15. He was a PT instructor in the Army but 

decided to become a professional boxer in 1959. He went on to have 88 pro 

fights. He won 68 (13 early), lost 17 (mainly on cuts) and drew four and packed 

the old Ice Stadium to the rafters at the height of his career. Swift won the 

Midlands title in only his fifth fight. The following year, he was British 

welterweight champion after outpointing Tommy Molloy over 15 rounds at the 

Ice Stadium. Swift actually fought in Nottingham on 20 occasions. He only 

ventured abroad twice, losing to Sandro Mazzinghi (TKO 6) in Italy and to 

Tom Bogs in Copenhagen (TKO 5) with Harry Gibbs the referee. Born and 

bred in Nottingham, Swift was married to Sheila for 55 years. His wife was 

actually born in Brighton where her father was stationed in the Army, but the 

family moved back to Nottingham when she was one. Sheila has been 

overwhelmed by the number of calls from the fight fraternity. She said: 

“Whatever he did, he did successfully. He was a gentleman.” Both their sons, Wally junior and Tony, boxed with 

distinction. We boxed because my dad boxed," said Tony. "We were good but dad was very good. He was a 

fearless man who stood up for what was right. "We have a scrap book the size of a car at home. There is one picture 

of him at Goose Fair, shadow boxing with a 15 ft elephant! "He loved his boxing. Every Sunday morning he would 

drive over from Birmingham to Beechdale Road. He never forgot his roots in Nottingham." (Nottingham news reports). 

LUNDI MADONDILE 

Lundi Madondile of Scenery Park, Eastern Cape, South Africa, was stabbed to death on November 10, 2012, age 

30, in East London, by an intruder who had burst into his home. He was the #6 ranked Super Bantamweight in 

South Africa at the time of his death. His record was 7-2-0 (KO 2) (BoxRec). 

 

LEO LJUNGBERG  

Former Finnish featherweight champion Leo Ljungberg of Helsinki, Finland died on October 16, 2012 at the age of 

82. Leo fought as a featherweight from 1949-1952 and compiled a record of 10-3-1 (KO 7). (BoxRec). 

 

BERESFORD FRANCIS 

Former Panamanian Featherweight Champion Beresford Francis Forchiney of Bocas Del Toro, Panama died on 

October 2, 2012 at the age of 70. Francis boxed professionally from 1960 – 1965 and compiled a record of 14-11-1 

(KO 7). Among the notable opponents he met in his career are former lightweight champion Ismaeal Laguna, 

former featherweight champion Vicente Saldivar, Auburn Copeland, Humberto Trottman, Valetin Brown, Julio 

Ruiz, Jimmy Pettaway, Justiniano Aguilar and Nelson Estrada. (BoxRec). 
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WES BASCOM 

Wesbury Bascom died July 22, 2012, at his home near Florissant, MO. He was 

83 and had been diagnosed in 2006 with Alzheimer's disease, his wife said. Wes 

Bascom tried on his first pair of boxing gloves at an East St. Louis gym in 1945. 

Before long, he was knocking out just about anyone who got in the ring with 

him. He won the 1949 International Golden Gloves light-heavyweight 

championship, turned professional and won 13 straight fights, eight by 

knockouts. He thought he was on his way to becoming the next Joe Louis, the 

boxing champ who helped integrate sports. But Mr. Bascom's mother didn't like 

him fighting and made him promise to get a college education. The other 

problem was the handful of top boxers whom Mr. Bascom couldn't beat. After a 

promising career, he hung up his gloves for good. He went on to hold a variety 

of jobs, including working for the YMCA with inner-city children. He kept his 

promise to his mother, went to college and became a popular teacher in the St. 

Louis Public Schools. Mr. Bascom took up boxing hoping it would help 

condition him for football, his real love. He was a star at Lincoln High School in 

East St. Louis — good enough to earn two scholarship offers. He lived with his 

divorced mother, who held night and day cleaning jobs. She warned him against 

getting in trouble, saying if he ever went to jail, he would be on his own. He took 

her advice so seriously, he never even joined a clique like other kids in his neighborhood. "For one thing," he 

explained in a 1967 Post-Dispatch interview, "I had an odd name. Can you imagine a hard-nosed fullback with the 

name of Wesbury?" He found a boxing trainer in Ted "Pop" Myles in East St. Louis. He put the snap in Mr. 

Bascom's punches and taught him that you beat an opponent with your left hand, not your right. Mr. Bascom won 

the International Golden Gloves crown in 1949 at Madison Square Garden, knocking out the European champ in 

the third round. "He was no problem," Mr. Bascom recalled. "Boxing came easy to me." After three years as a 

Golden Gloves champ, he turned pro in 1950. The next year, he defeated the fourth-ranked light-heavyweight 

contender in a bout at the Arena. In 1953, he gave it all up. "I saw I wasn't going to the top and I ran into a bad 

losing streak... ." he said. The losses he spoke of were to the best men in the ring: former heavyweight champion 

Ezzard Charles and soon-to-be heavyweight champion Floyd Patterson. For a time, Mr. Bascom became what his 

family described as the first African-American mail carrier in East St. Louis. In St. Louis, he became a distributor 

for the newspaper the Argus and an owner of a tax service, a service station and a cocktail lounge. He co-owned the 

Ringside Bowling Lane, near the old Gaslight Square, where big-name bowlers hung out. In 1970, Mr. Bascom's 

next job — working with children for the YMCA — was the subject of a cover story in the Sunday magazine of the 

old Globe-Democrat. The headline was, "The streets are his office." But he still had that promise to keep. He 

enrolled at what is now Harris-Stowe State University and earned his teaching degree. He taught for about 30 years 

in the St. Louis schools and retired as an eighth-grade teacher at Dewey School. Students enjoyed his stories about 

growing up in hard times to become a champion boxer. Mr. Bascom met his future wife, Joyce Granberry, at the 

Annie Malone Children and Family Service Center. She was working as an activities coordinator when he arrived 

with a friend, a police captain, to take the children to the movies. The couple married in 1977 while he was 

finishing college and she was teaching in the public schools. For their home office, they bought a pair of matching 

desks. He studied at one while she sat nearby grading tests from her fifth-grade students. Survivors, in addition to 

his wife of 35 years, include a son, Roderick Bascom of Los Angeles; three daughters, Patricia Bascom of Las 

Vegas, Teri Bascom of St. Louis and Carolyn Fisher of Phoenix; a foster son, Anthony Farr of Columbia, S.C.; four 

grandchildren; and a great grandson. July 27, 2012 by Michael S. Sorkin, St. Louis Post Dispatch 

 

 

 

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE! 
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