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Editorial Board 
The IBRO Board of Directors is pleased to announce that 
Journal contributor and boxing author Roger Zotti will be 
joining Colleen Aycock as co-chair of IBRO’s Editorial Board, 
an excellent addition to the continuation of IBRO’s high 
standards and integrity in the enrichment of boxing history.   
 
New Members 
We are pleased to welcome our newest members, Kenn 
Tomasch of Glendale, Arizona, and Ted Cogswell of Everett, 
Washington.  
 
Features 

 IBRO All-Time Ratings, LHW-HW-P4P 

 Sugar Ray Robinson Again Named Greatest Boxer of All-
Time by Monte Cox 

 Second Memorial Honor for Tom Molineaux by Patrick 
Myler 

 It Has Been Sixty-Four Years Since Rocky's Last Fight by 
Bobby Franklin 

 Former Philly Welterweight Dick Turner Passes by John 
DiSanto 

 The Connecticut Boxing Hall of Fame For Eddie Compo 
by Roger Zotti 

 Boxing at the Red Bank Armory by Matthew Ward 

 Flashback Features 

 Updated Career Boxing Records 

 Historical Newspaper Archives 

 Final Bell 

  
Special thanks to Bob Caico, Steve Canton, Don 
Cogswell, Monte Cox, Mike DeLisa, John DiSanto, Mickey 
Finn, J.J. Johnston, Bobby Franklin, Rick Kaletsky, Ric 
Kilmer, Christine Lewis, Gary Luscombe, Carole Myer, 
Patrick Myler, Derek O'Dell, John Sheppard, Mike Silver, 
Miles Templeton, Matt Ward, Bob Yalen, and Roger Zotti 
for their contributions to this issue of the journal.     
 

Keep Punching! 
Dan Cuoco 
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MEMBER FORUM 
 
International Boxing Hall of Fame Class of 2020 
 
The International Boxing Hall of Fame and Museum announced the members of the Class of 2020. 
Inductees include champions Bernard Hopkins, Juan Manuel Marquez and “Sugar” Shane Mosley in the 
men’s Modern category; Barbara Buttrick in the women’s Trailblazer category and “The Coal Miner’s 
Daughter” Christy Martin and “The Dutch Destroyer” Lucia Rijker in the women’s Modern category. Non-
participants and observers to be inducted include promoters Lou DiBella, Kathy Duva, and Dan Goossen 
and journalists Bernard Fernandez and Thomas Hauser. 
 
Lightweight champion Frank Erne in the Old Timer category and Paddy Ryan in the Pioneer category will 
also be honored. Inductees were voted in by members of the Boxing Writers Association and a panel of 
international boxing historians. 
 
The 31st Annual Induction Weekend will be held June 11-14th. 
 
“We’re extremely excited about the Class of 2020 and are very much looking forward to honoring the 
newest class of inductees, which includes the first-ever female boxers to be enshrined,” said Executive 
Director Edward Brophy. 
 
For more information on the Hall of Fame’s 31st Annual Induction Weekend and the announcement of the 
Class of 2020, please call the International Boxing Hall of Fame at (315) 697-7095 or visit on Facebook, 
Twitter, and Instagram. 
 
Florida Boxing Hall of Fame Class of 2020  
 
The 10th Annual SJC Boxing Open House and Florida Boxing Hall of Fame Class of 2020 announcement 
took place at the SJC Boxing Gym in Fort Myers, Florida. The 2020 inductees are as follows: 
 
Fighters: Eliseo Castillo, Buster Mathis Jr., Robert Daniels, Jeff Lacy, Glenn Wolfe, Rocky Torres, Bonnie 
Canino, Jeff Sims* 
Trainers: Ben Getty* 
Promoters: Jeff Gibson 
Media: Alan Hopper, Joe Bruno, Dalia Duran 
Participants: Charles Mooney, Lou Martinez, Lou Harris*, Floyd Self* 
Officials/Commission: Mark Streisand, Emil Lombardi Jr., Phyllis Garry 
Special Achievement Award: Orlando Cuellar, Phil Alessi Jr. 

*posthumous 

The Open House attracted the largest ever group of inductees, both past and present, beginning at noon 
with some SJC boxers working out and sparring. It was a fun day with refreshments, book signings, 
autographs, and photographs. 

Famed ring announcer Bob Alexander began the official ceremonies at 3 pm. He started with a 10-count 
for those we lost since the June 2019 Induction weekend. Then, as each name and bio was read, those 
present came up to say a few words. Afterward, a group of about 30 inductees and families enjoyed a nice 
dinner at the nearby KJ’s Steakhouse. 
 
The FBHOF Induction Weekend will be held at the Westshore Grand in Tampa on June 19, 20 and 21, 
2020. IBRO President Don Cogswell will be giving a talk at the Induction Weekend. His topic will be: It's All 
Happening In the Gym" Boxing in Ancient Greece, from his upcoming book, A Fighting Heart. He hopes to 
see any and all IBROs in attendance. For more information on the Hall of Fame’s 10th Annual Induction 
Weekend, please contact Steve Canton by phone at 239-633-2414, or by email at 
sjcboxing@hotmail.com. 
 

3



Ring 4 Boxing Hall of Fame Class of 2020 
 
On  Sunday, April 5, 2020, Ring 4 will hold its 73rd annual Boxing Hall of Fame Award Banquet at Florian 
Hall in Dorchester, Massachusetts. Ring 4 was incorporated in 1947 and is the only boxing organization in 
Massachusetts. Over the decades, Ring 4 has kept the flame alive while fulfilling its mission to assist 
former boxers who have fallen on hard times. This year’s inductees are Ray Fallon, Bob Zwahlen, and Ed 
Santoro. 2020 is a special year as we honor a great and loyal member Tommy Martini who is our senior 
member at this time. he has always been there for us all be here for him now. He certainly deserves 
recognition.  
 
Also, the David Michael Bower Memorial has been instituted by Ring 4 in memory of David, the grandson 
of Past President Bobby Bower, who fought to live but lost the fight on February 9, 2019. His parents, 
Robert and Jessica Bower will receive the initial Memorial.  
 
The banquet tickets are $60.00 each, payable to Ring 4, Inc. and remitted to Ring 4, Inc., 111 Arlington 
Street. Hyde Park, MA 02136. Sincerely, Mickey Finn, President, Ring 4. 

 
Nevada Boxing Hall of Fame Class of 2020 

 
Boxing legends to be inducted into the Nevada Boxing Hall of Fame were announced on March 11, 
2020. The 8th Annual Induction Weekend happens August 7th & 8th at Red Rock Casino Resort and 
Spa in Las Vegas. The 2020 Induction Class includes boxers Fernando “El Feroz” Vargas, Clarence 
“Bones” Adams, Andre “SOG” Ward, James “Lights Out” Toney, Miguel Cotto, Mark “Too Sharp” 
Johnson, Julian “The Hawk” Jackson, Azumah “The Professor” Nelson, Danny “Little Red” Lopez, and 
Jose Luis Castillo. Non-Boxer Inductees include Carlos Padilla (referee), Lorenzo Fertitta (NSAC 
commissioner), Sammy Macias (NSAC commissioner), and Jose Sulaiman (WBC President). Also 
being recognized is the 2019 NVBHOF Fighter of the Year, Prospect of the Year and Amateur of the 
Year. Honoring their accomplishments throughout 2019. 2019 Fighter of the Year – Devin Haney -
2019 Prospect of the Year – Rolando “Rolly” Romero 2019 NVBHOF Amateur of the Year – Rahim 
Gonzales. Fightnews 

Jimmy and Elizabeth Wilde Gravesite 
 
My friend, Colin Clarke, who lives in Wales, sent 
me this photo. He took it recently. Submitted by 
Rick Kaletsky 
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Photos of Jack Sharkey and Paul Junior 
 
Dan, Here is a photo that always makes me happy (Jack Sharkey and his Grandson). In 
addition, here is a photo of Paul Junior working at his Paul Junior Cafe. Christine Lewis 
 

 

Paul Junior at his Paul Junior Cafe 
 

       Jack Sharkey and his grandson 
 

 
 

NEW MEMBER PROFILES 
 

Kenn Tomasch - A former television and radio sportscaster and college journalism 
instructor, Kenn is a corporate communications professional in Phoenix, Arizona. A sports 
historian, he is also a member of the Society for American Baseball Research, the Pro 
Football Researchers Association and the Society for American Soccer History. He is also a 
voter for the National Soccer Hall of Fame and the Indoor Soccer Hall of Fame. He 
remembers watching Ali-Spinks II live on ABC in 1978 and is a fan of the golden age of 
boxing.  
 

Ted Cogswell - I have been a boxing fan for over 40 years and was lucky enough to have 
come of age watching all the great fights and fighters of the 1980s. I have a broad interest in 
all of boxing history, though the 70s through the 90s is my sweet spot. For over a decade I 
maintained the boxing history account @fistiana on Twitter. I grew up in the Philly suburbs 
and New Jersey, but have been in the Pacific Northwest for the last 23 years. I look forward 
to learning more about our favorite sport and meeting other historians and enthusiasts.  
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IBRO ALL-TIME RATINGS 
December 31, 2019 

 

Light-Heavyweight Results 
 
1. Ezzard Charles (586) 

2. Archie Moore (538) 

3. Gene Tunney (495) 

4. Sam Langford (468) 

5. Bob Foster (451) 

6. Mike Spinks (434) 

7. Tommy Loughran (403) 

8. Billy Conn (371) 

9. Harry Greb (325) 

10. Roy Jones Jr. (258) 

11. Bob Fitzsimmons (232) 

12. Harold Johnson (206) 

13. Maxie Rosenbloom (205) 

14. Tommy Gibbons (188) 

15. John Henry Lewis (163) 

16. Jimmy Bivins (111) 

17. Matthew Saad Muhammad (105) 

18. Philadelphia Jack O’Brien (104) 

19. Jack Dillon (95) 

20. Dwight Qawi (87) 

 

Top Vote Getters (50 or more points): Jack Delaney (66). No other boxer received over 

50 points. Georges Carpentier and Battling Levinsky who both made the top 20 in the 

last IBRO poll 15 years ago failed to generate over 50 points, with Carpentier coming the 

closest at 42. Jack Delaney, who also missed the cut last time, had some support with 65 

points but fell short of a top 20 spot.  

 

Summary: 

 Ezzard Charles took 1st place with 586 points over 2nd place finisher Archie Moore with 

who held the top spot 15 years ago. This is a logical outcome as Charles was 3-0 against 
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Moore as well as 4-1 against top 20 finisher Jimmy Bivins.  Charles had 13 1st place 

votes, with 28 of 31 voters included him in the top 3. No one had Charles lower than 4th. 

 Archie Moore’s 2nd place finished was fueled by 538 points. No other Light-heavyweight 

received over 500 points.  Moore’s 11-year title reign and impressive 141 career 

knockouts garnished him strong support across the board. All voters had Moore inside 

the top 10. Moore had 4 1st place votes with 25 of 31 voters having him in the top 5. 

 Gaining a spot in the top 3 is Gene Tunney with 495 points just missing the 500-point 

mark. Tunney had 5 1st place votes. 29 of 31 voters had Tunney in the top 20, 28 had him 

in the top 10, and 24 of 31 voters placing him in the top 5. 

 Power punching Sam Langford finished in 4th place in the 175-pound poll with 468 

points. Langford had 7 first place votes more than either Tunney or Moore but lacked 

the overall top level support of the top 3 finishers. Sam had 28 of 31 voting him in the 

top 20, 26 had him in the top 10, and 19 had him in the top 5. 

 Bob Foster had a strong showing with 451 points finishing in 5th place, the same spot he 

was in 15 years ago. Foster had 2 1st place votes with 30 of 31 voters placing Foster in 

the top 10. 14 of 31 voters had Foster in the top 5. 

 Michael Spinks was 11-0 in title fights at 175 pounds and was never knocked off of his 

feet at that weight in a strong era for the division. Spinks is sometimes under-rated but 

was given the credit he deserves by IBRO voters with a 6th place finish with 434 points. 

All 31 voters had Spinks in the top 20. 26 had him in the top 10, 12 had him in the top 5. 

 Clever boxing Tommy Loughran, who had around 170 professional fights, took the 7th 

spot with 403 points. 30 of 31 voters had Loughran in the top 20, 25 of those had him in 

the top 10. 

 Billy Conn moved up one spot from his finish 15 years ago to 8th place. The quick and 

slippery Conn had 371 points. Like Loughran he had support of 30 of 31 voters with 25 of 

those having him in the top 10. 

 The magnificent Harry Greb who finished 1st at middleweight also places in the top 10 at 

Light-heavyweight in the 9th spot with 325 points. 26 of 31 voters had Greb in the top 

20, 18 of those had him in the top 10. 

 Roy Jones Jr. managed to hit the top 10 with 258 points the same spot he was in 15 

years ago. 26 of 31 voters had Jones in the top 20, half of those (13) had him in the top 

10. 

 Bob Fitzsimmons finished just outside the top 10 at the 11th position with 232 points.  

Fitzsimmons dropped out of the top 10 from his 2005 finish. Only 19 of 31 voters had 

Fitzsimmons in the top 20 as some did not vote for him at this weight either viewing him 

as a middleweight or viewing him as a light-heavyweight when he won the title at age 
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40.  12 voters had Fitzsimmons in the top 10 perhaps viewing this as his natural weight 

while holding the heavyweight title.  

 Harold Johnson moved up 5 positions from his previous placement making the top 12 

while accumulating 206 points while Slapsie Maxie Rosenbloom finished only one point 

behind at 205 points but dropping 2 spots from his 2005 finish. 27 of 31 voters had 

Johnson in the top 20 while 24 voters placed Rosenbloom in the top 20. 

 Tommy Gibbons finished in the exact spot he finished 15 years ago at the 14th position 

with 188 points. 25 of 31 voters had Gibbons in the top 20. 

 John Henry Lewis finished in the top 15 with 163 points but dropped 3 slots from his 

2005 finish.  22 of 31 voters had Lewis in the top 20. 

 Jimmy Bivins moved up 2 spots from his 2005 showing to the 16th position with 111 

points. 22 of 31 voters had Bivins in the top 20. 

 Matthew Saad Muhammad who just missed the cut last time finished in the 17th 

position with 105 points. 19 of 31 voters had Saad in the top 20.  

 Philadelphia Jack O'Brien dropped 3 spots to the 18th position, just 1 point below 

Muhammad with 104 points. 19 of the 31 voters had O'Brien in their top 20. 

 Jack Dillon dropped 3 spots to the 19th position but still firmly holding onto a spot in the 

top 20 with 95 points. 21 of 31 voters had Dillon in their top 20. 

 Dwight Muhammad Qawi finished in the top 20 for the first time with 87 points. Only 12 

voters had Qawi in the top 20 but 3 of those had him in the top 10.  

 

The Rules: 

 

Vote for 20 fighters. 

 

1 point is awarded for a 20th place vote. 

 

2 points are awarded for a 19th place vote and so on, with a 1st place vote awarded 20 

points. 

 
Compiled by Monte Cox, Chairman, IBRO All-Time Ratings 
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IBRO ALL-TIME RATINGS 
December 31, 2019 

 

Heavyweight Results 
 

1.  Muhammad Ali (603) 

2.  Joe Louis (586) 

3.  Jack Dempsey (467) 

4.  Larry Holmes (452) 

5.  George Foreman (447) 

6.  Jack Johnson (432) 

7.  Rocky Marciano (412) 

8.  Sonny Liston (382) 

9.  Lennox Lewis (361) 

10.  Joe Frazier (349) 

11.  Mike Tyson (276) 

12.  Evander Holyfield (271) 

13.  James J Jeffries (264) 

14.  Gene Tunney (226) 

15.  Sam Langford (171) 

16.  Ezzard Charles (120) 

17.  Jersey Joe Walcott (88) 

18.  Wladimir Klitschko (86) 

19.  Vitaly Klitschko (83)  

20.  Riddick Bowe (71) 

 

Other Top Voters (50 or more votes): Harry Wills (64), Jim Corbett (58), Bob 

Fitzsimmons (53).  Harry Wills who finished in the top 20 last time had the same 

amount of voters as did Riddick Bowe with 12 but for less points at 64. Jim 

Corbett also fell out of the top 20 having been replaced by bigger and more 

modern heavyweights. He had support from 10 voters but low on the list except 

for a couple of voters. He finished with 58 points. Bob Fitzsimmons had the 
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same issue with support of 11 voters but again low on the list except for a 

couple of voters. He finished with 53 points. No other heavyweight had 50 or 

more points. 

Summary 

 Usurping the throne from Joe Louis, who finished in first place 15 years 

ago, is “The Greatest” Muhammad Ali with 603 points. Ali is the only 

heavyweight eclipsing 600 in point totals.  Ali received 18 of 31 1st place 

votes and 11 2nd place votes. Only 2 voters had Ali lower than 2nd place. 

 Joe Louis finished a very strong 2nd place with 586 points which would 

have been enough to take first place in some weight classes. No other 

heavyweight finished with over 500 points. Louis received 12 first place 

votes and 11 2nd place votes. Only 6 voters had Louis lower than 2nd place. 

No one had Louis outside the top 5. 

 Moving up one spot from the IBRO poll of 15 years past is the Manassa 

Mauler Jack Dempsey who finished in 3rd place with 467 points. Dempsey 

received no 1st place votes but received strong support across the board 

with 15 of 31 voters placing him in the top 3 with only 3 voters having 

Dempsey outside of the top 10. 

 Larry Holmes moved up two spots from his previous finish. Holmes 452 

points propelled him into his 4th place position. Only 3 voters had Holmes 

outside the top 10.  

 Shooting up the board is powerhouse George Foreman who finished in 5th 

place with 447 points, up 3 spots from his finish 15 years ago. Foreman 

being only 5 points behind the 4th place finisher.  30 of 31 voters placed 

George in the top 20, 29 had George in the top 10, 14 of those had him in 

the top 5.  

 Finishing in the 6th spot is pioneer Jack Johnson with 432 points. 30 of 31 

voters had Jack Johnson in the top 20, 26 had him in the top 10, of those 

16 voters had Johnson in the top 5. 

 Rocky Marciano finished in the 7th spot with 412 points, he is the last 

heavyweight to have over 400 points in the poll. All 31 voters had Rocky 

in the top 20, 27 of 31 had him in the top 10. 6 voters had Rocky in the top 

5.  
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 In the 8th position is Sonny Liston with 382 points, one spot higher than 

his place 15 years ago. 29 of 31 voters had Liston in the top 20, 23 had him 

in the top 10, 8 had him in the top 5.  

 Lennox Lewis who had just finished his career at the time of the last vote 

did not make the top 10 at that time, but now finishes at a more realistic 

spot in the top 10 at the 9th spot. All 31 voters had Lewis in the top 20, 26 

of 31 had him in the top 10, 6 had him in the top 5. 

 Rounding up the top 10 is Joe Frazier with 349 points, the same spot he 

finished in 15 years ago. 30 of 31 voters had Joe Frazier in the top 20, 20 

of those had Frazier in the top 10. 

 Mike Tyson closes in on a top 10 spot at # 11. All 31 voters had Tyson in 

the top 20 for a total of 276 points, 8 voters had him in the top 10. 

 Evander Holyfield was within 5 points of the 11th position at 271 points to 

finish at the 12th spot rounding up our heavyweight dynamite dozen.  All 

31 voters had Evander in their top 20, 9 had him in the top 10. 

 Old timer James J Jeffries faced a considerable drop in his rating falling 

out of the top 10 to the 13th spot with 264 points.  29 of 31 voters had Big 

Jeff in the top 20. 11 voters had him in the top 10, he had one 1st place 

vote. 

 Gene Tunney who finished in the top 3 at Light-heavyweight finished in 

the top 15 at heavyweight with a 14th place finish.  27 of 31 voters placed 

him in the top 20, 8 had him in the top 10. 

 Sam Langford, the Boston Tar Baby who knocked out virtually all of the 

top heavyweights of his day - except the one who refused him a shot at 

the title during his prime years, rounded out the top 15. This is the same 

spot Sam had 15 years ago. Langford had 171 points. 26 of 31 voters had 

Sam in the top 20.   

 Ezzard Charles, our # 1 light-heavyweight of all time landed in the 16th 

spot at heavyweight while Jersey joe Walcott finished in the 17th spot.  

Charles and Walcott reversed their positions from the 2005 poll. Charles 

had 120 points this time while Walcott finished with 88, a 32-point 

differential. 25 of 31 voters had Charles in the top 20 while 21 of 31 had 

Walcott in the top 20. 
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 Wladimir Klitschko and his brother Vitaly Klitschko both made the top 20. 

15 years ago both were active and not considered for the poll. Wlad 

finished 18th with 16 of 31 voters about half voting him in the top 20 with 

86 points. Vitaly had similar results with 15 of 31 voting him in the top 20 

with 83 points. 

 Riddick Bowe took the final spot in our poll with the 20th slot receiving 71 

points. 12 voters had Bowe in the top 20.  

 

The Rules: 

 

Vote for 20 fighters. 

 

1 point is awarded for a 20th place vote. 

 

2 points are awarded for a 19th place vote and so on, with a 1st place vote 

awarded 20 points. 

 
Compiled by Monte Cox, Chairman, IBRO All-Time Ratings 
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IBRO ALL-TIME RATINGS 
December 31, 2019 

 

Pound For Pound Results 
 

1. Ray Robinson (602) 
2. Henry Armstrong (536) 
3. Harry Greb (499) 
4. Sam Langford (395) 
5. Roberto Duran (376) 
6. Wille Pep (371) 
7. Muhammad Ali (368) 
8. Joe Louis (351) 
9. Benny Leonard (335) 
10.  Ray Leonard (265) 
11.  Joe Gans (248) 
12. Bob Fitzsimmons (217) 
13.  Ezzard Charles (200) 
14.  Mickey Walker (178) 
15.  Archie Moore (138) 
16.  Eder Jofre (134) 
17.  Jimmy Wilde (117) 
18.  Jack Dempsey (80) 
19.  Jack Johnson (79) 
20.  Gene Tunney (74) 
21. Barney Ross (68) 
22.  Floyd Mayweather Jr. (67) 
23.  Stanley Ketchel (61) 
24.  Tony Canzoneri (60) 
25. Manny Pacquiao (55) 

 

Just Missing the Cut (50 points or more) Carlos Monzon (54). A total of 65 boxers 
received votes (at least 1 point) in this poll.  
 

Summary: 
 

 It was no surprise that Sugar Ray Robinson took the top spot as the greatest 
pound for pound fighter of all time. The true best ever is the only boxer to reach 
the 600-point plateau in the pound for pound voting.  Robinson finished # 1 at 
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welterweight and 2nd at middleweight. He received 23 of 31 1st place votes, six 
2nd place votes with only 2 voters having him lower than 2nd place. Robinson’s 
peak record of 129-1-2, 91 bout unbeaten streak, elite skills combined with 
devastating power, cast iron chin, with a will to win second to none and 
impressive resume of opponents puts Robinson at the top of this list. Robinson 
also finished 1st in the previous IBRO poll roughly 15 years ago. 

 Finishing in 2nd place is Henry Armstrong whose impressive feat of holding 3 
major world titles simultaneously when there were only 8 weight classes and 
one champion per division demonstrates his worth as a pound for pound great.  
Armstrong had 3 first place votes and is the only other boxer to finish above 500 
points. 30 of 31 voters had him in the top 10, 25 of those had him in the top 5, 
20 of those had him in the top 3.  Armstrong supplanted our previous number 2 
finisher Harry Greb as they switched spots.  

 Harry Greb who finished 3rd just missed the 500 mark with 499 points. Greb may 
have the most impressive record in boxing history having beat more hall of 
famers than any other boxer at 14.  26 of 31 voters had him in the top 10, 24 of 
those had him in the top 5, 16 (roughly half) the voters had him in the top 3.  The 
Human Windmill also had one 1st place vote. Greb dropped one spot from the 
2005-2006 poll but still finishes strongly in the top 3.  

 To quote one of our voters, “What a great fighter Sam Langford was!” He has 
finished in the top 15 at middleweight before he hit his peak, top 5 at light-
heavyweight, top 15 at heavyweight and now top 4 in the pound for pound 
voting! 22 of 31 voters had Sam in the top 10, 16 of those had him in the top 5, 
six had him in the top 3.  Langford has moved up two spots from his previous 
finish with 395 points.  

 Roberto Duran has also moved up two spots to finish among the 5 greatest 
fighters in ring history with 376 points. Duran finished in 1st place at lightweight 
and in the top 20 at welterweight. 30 of 31 voters had Roberto in the top 20, 22 
of 31 had him in the top 10. Duran had one 1st place vote.  

 In the 6th position is Willie Pep, the top finisher at featherweight, with 371 points 
only 5 points behind the 5th place finisher. Pep achieved an incredible peak 
record of 134-1-1. He had a 73-bout win streak. 29 of 31 voters had Pep in the 
top 20, 24 of those had Pep in the top 10, 9 had him in the top 5.  The Will O’ the 
Wisp Pep moved up 3 spots from his finish nearly 15 years ago.  

 The top 2 heavyweights Muhammad Ali and Joe Louis finished in the 7th and 8th 
positions respectively among the 10 greatest boxers of all time. Ali had 368 
points only 3 points below 6th place finisher Pep. Louis had 351 points to take 
the following position. 26 of 31 voters had Ali in the top 20, 20 of those had Ali 
in the top 10, 13 had Ali in the top 5.  25 of 31 voters had Louis in the top 20, 21 
of those had him in the top 10 with 10 of those having him in the top 5.   
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 Benny Leonard who finished 2nd at lightweight hits the top 10 mark at the 9th slot 
with 335 points. Like Ali did at heavyweight Benny reigned over the most 
impressive array of challengers in division history. 28 of 31 voters had Benny in 
the top 20, 25 had him in the top 10. The Ghetto Wizard dropped one spot from 
his previous finish.  

 Ray Leonard who finished 2nd at welterweight also made the top 10 greatest 
fighters of all time accumulating 265 points. The fact that Ray beat all-time 
greats Wilfred Benitez, Thomas Hearns, Roberto Duran and Marvin Hagler who 
had a combined record of 204-3-3 when he beat them surely was on the minds 
of the voters. 28 of 31 voters had SRL in the top 20, 11 had him in the top 10.  
Ray moved up a couple of spots from his previous result.  

 Top 3 lightweight finisher Joe Gans who had over 170 pro fights and 100 
knockouts finished just outside the top 10 in the 11th position with 248 points, 
the same spot he landed in nearly 15 years ago.  24 of 31 voters had “The Old 
Master” in the top 20, 10 voters had him in the top 10. 

   Boxing’s first triple crown champion and one of its greatest punchers Bob 
Fitzsimmons drops out of the top 10 but finishes in the pound for pound 
dynamite dozen at the 12th position. Fitzsimmons finished in the top 10 at 
middleweight and top 11 at light-heavyweight. Fitz accumulated 217 points. 19 
of 31 voters had Fitzsimmons in the top 20, 13 of those had him in the top 10. 
He had one 1st place vote.   

 Coming in the 13th position is Ezzard Charles with 200 points. Charles finished 
1st at light-heavyweight, in the top 20 at middleweight and in the top 20 at 
heavyweight. Charles impressive record of opponents; going 3-0 over Archie 
Moore, 2-0 over Charley Burley, 4-1 against Jimmy Bivins, 3-0 over Joey Maxim 
as well as 8 successful title defenses at heavyweight prove he was one of 
boxing’s best. 21 of 31 voters had Charles in the top 20, 7 of those had him in 
the top 10. Charles finished  tied 12-13th last time, so falls in about the same 
spot as IBRO’s last pound for pound poll. 

 Mickey Walker who finished in the top 10 at both welterweight and 
middleweight makes the top 15 greatest fighters of all time at the 14th spot with 
178 points.  Walker finished 2 spots higher than his previous finish nearly 15 
years ago. 24 of 31 voters had Walker in the top 20.  

 Rounding out the top 15 is light-heavyweight great Archie Moore who finished # 
2 at 175 pounds, he had 138 points.  18 of 31 had the Ol’ Mongoose in the top 
20. Archie Moore moved up two spots from his previous finish. 

 Coming in at the 16th position is bantamweight and featherweight sensation 
Eder Jofre of Brazil with 134 points only 4 points from top 15 finisher Moore.  18 
of 31 had Jofre in the top 20. Jofre finished in the same area as the previous poll, 
down one spot.  
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 Jimmy Wilde the # 1 all time flyweight finished in the top 20 pound for pound at 
the 17th spot with 117 points, down 3 spots from his previous finish. 18 of 31 
voters had Wilde in the top 20. 

 Finishing in the 18th spot is heavyweight champion Jack Dempsey, the # 3 
heavyweight in our poll, who weighed around 190 pounds at his peak but 
packed the bone jarring power of a heavyweight puncher. It should be noted 
that Dempsey was voted as the greatest fighter of the 1st half of the century in 
the 1950 AP Poll.  Dempsey had 80 points. The Manassa Mauler received 
support from 11 voters but 3 of those had him in the top 10. 

 Also finishing in the top 20 is historically significant heavyweight champion Jack 
Johnson with 79 points. 12 voters had Johnson in the top 20. 

 Finishing out the top 20 is Gene Tunney who finished # 3 at light-heavyweight 
and in the top 15 at heavyweight. 10 voters had Tunney in the top 20. 

 Looking at the next 5 spots for the top 25 we see triple crown champion Barney 
Ross in the 21st position. Ross finished in the top 10 at lightweight, top 5 at Jr. 
welterweight and 10th at welterweight. Ross had 68 points and support from one 
third of the voters. 

 Floyd Mayweather Jr. the self-proclaimed TBE with a record of 50-0 finished 
22nd among the greatest boxers of all time.  Floyd finished 3rd at Jr. lightweight, 
in the top 20 at lightweight, and the top 15 at welterweight.  Mayweather had 
66 points only one point behind the 21st place holder and only 7 points from 
making the top 20.  

 In the 23rd position is the great middleweight puncher Stanley Ketchel with 61 
points. Ketchel had support from just under a third of voters. 

 Coming in at # 24 is triple crown winner Tony Canzoneri who finished in the top 
10 at Featherweight and the top 15 at Lightweight.  Canzoneri had 60 points only 
one point behind the 23rd slot.  

 Finishing out IBRO’s 25 greatest boxers of all time is modern great Manny 
Pacquiao with 55 points. The Filipino sensation, who is still active, has finished in 
the top 20 at featherweight, top 10 at Jr. lightweight, and top 20 at 
welterweight. He just missed the cut at Jr. welterweight.  Pacquiao has the 
potential to rise higher in the p4p rankings in the future.  

 
 

Compiled by Monte Cox, Chairman, IBRO All-Time Ratings 
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Sugar Ray Robinson 

Again Named Greatest Boxer of All Time 

(Revised 2/26/2020) 

by Monte Cox 

 

Sugar Ray Robinson has once again been 

named the greatest boxer of all time, pound 

for pound, by the International Boxing 

Research Organization just as he was 15 

years ago. Robinson has all of the 

qualifications to be titled as the greatest of 

them all. The Sugar man possessed every 

asset of a great boxing master; grace, 

speed, balance, fantastic skill, pulverizing 

punching power, an indestructible chin, 

and an indomitable will. Further his 

competition is among the best of any 

fighter in any weight class. Robinson also 

had longevity to go along with a great ring 

record. 

There are a number of ways to rate fighters 

in an all-time sense, but it boils down to 

two important considerations. One is to 

judge the ability of a fighter. That is to ask who brings the most attributes to the ring. 

Rating fighters on talent is one method. The other is to rate fighters strictly on their 

ring record by weighing their accomplishments and quality of opposition. In either 

case Robinson is difficult to compare. 

ABILITY 

What other fighter could beat you more ways than could Sugar Ray Robinson? Ray 

could out box boxers and out punch punchers. He could do it inside or outside, going 

forward or backward. That cannot be said of any other all time great that finished in 

the top 5 in the IBRO poll. Not Harry Greb, not Henry Armstrong, not Sam Langford, 

not Roberto Duran. Nor could it be said of 7th and 8th place finishers Muhammad Ali 
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and Joe Louis. Runner up Armstrong and 3rd place finisher Greb were primarily 

pressure fighters who had to carry the fight to be effective, they could only fight one 

way and were not as versatile as Robinson. Men like Louis, Langford, and Duran 

could box and punch, but they could not “outbox” boxers with speed and agility. 

Clever boxers like Ali and 6th place finisher Willie Pep could outbox punchers but 

could not out punch punchers. Ali was also one dimensional in that he was strictly a 

head hunter and not a complete fighter. Pep while a superb strategic boxer lacked the 

all around ability, hitting power and competition of Robinson. The only other boxer 

who finished in the top 10 that can outbox boxers and outpunch punchers and can 

compare in all around ability is 10th place finisher Ray Leonard but he lacked 

Robbie’s longevity, his two handed power and was not quite as indestructible as was 

Robinson. 

Although not as fundamentally sound as Joe Louis, Robinson was more multifaceted. 

Louis was an economically sound boxer who wasted no movement, had a tight 

structure and threw short compact punches with precision and power. According to 

the boxing book that is how it is supposed to be done. Robinson transcended that by 

adding fluidity of movement and grace to his ring style. Sugar Ray was not the first 

fighter to fight in the elegant style that he possessed. What made Robinson so special 

was that he combined speed, balance and flash with devastating explosive power. 

Men like Louis, Langford, and 

Dempsey could knock you out with 

one punch from either hand. So 

could Robinson. Ray could do it 

with his powerful left hook as he did 

against Gene Fullmer or with his 

perfect straight right as he did 

against Rocky Graziano. Joe Louis 

could throw triple left hooks with 

speed, power and accuracy that 

could destroy a man. Robinson 

could throw triple left hooks and 

triple right hooks that could do the 

same. Who else could do that and 

maintain frightening power? Punch for punch Ray Robinson was one of boxing 

histories all time best punchers. The Ring magazine rated him 11th among all the 

great punchers of history in their 2003 article the 100 greatest punchers of all time. 

In terms of combination punching the two best fighters in history for speed, power, 

and accuracy are Joe Louis and Ray Robinson. Robinson worked some of the prettiest 

combinations ever seen and can be considered the best ever in this category. Robinson 
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was also a great body puncher. In a 

comparison to some of the great 

Mexican body punchers of the 

recent era like Julio Cesar Chavez 

and Marco Antonio Barrera; who 

go to the body primarily around the 

opponents guard, Robinson 

punched up the middle as well as to 

the outside. Robinson was an 

aggressive, dexterous puncher with 

many weapons to choose from. 

Killer instinct is the instrument the 

drives the wheel of destruction in 

many of the great fighters. Nat 

Fleischer once wrote that 

Robinson, for all his skill, could rip 

and tear like a Jack Dempsey. 

Some commentators have stated that Robinson was not a great defensive fighter. This 

is no doubt true. When one is aggressive and really goes after their opponent’s they 

are going to leave themselves open for counters. This is not necessarily a bad thing. 

When Robinson was on the attack his opponents had to worry about his full battery of 

offensive weapons. Robinson’s defense was his irrepressible offense, although he 

used his footwork, height and reach to get away from trouble when necessary. 

Robinson had a great chin and his will to win is among the best. Sugar Ray was never 

physically knocked out in more than 200 pro fights. One can see Robinson’s gritty 

determination in his films. He punishes his rivals as though he is upset that they would 

even think that they could compete with him. He was as determined and confident as 

any boxing champion in history. 

Ray Robinson was the archetype of a complete fighter. If one combines his polished, 

grand boxing style with his powerful punching and cast iron chin with a will to win 

unsurpassed in the annals of boxing one has a perfect fighter. 

RECORD 

Several men can lay claim to having the best record in boxing history in terms of their 

accomplishments and quality of opposition.  Among those men are Harry Greb, Henry 

Armstrong, Sam Langford, Muhammad Ali and Ray Robinson. 
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Henry Armstrong’s feats are amazing. During his peak run Hank was 59-1-1 with 51 

knockouts against topflight competition, which included winning the featherweight, 

lightweight and welterweight world titles. Armstrong scored 27 straight knockouts 

during 1937-1938. He came within a hair’s breadth of winning titles in 4 major weight 

classes when he drew for the middleweight title in 1940 against reigning titleholder 

Ceferino Garcia, a fighter he had already beaten. Hank also made 20 successful 

defenses of the welterweight title, a record that still stands to this day. Armstrong’s 

accomplishments put him in the conversation when discussing the greatest fighter of 

all time. The one knock against Armstrong is that he lacked longevity and was at his 

peak for only a short time. Armstrong was a like a fire that burned very brightly and 

then burned out too quickly.  

Harry Greb beat more Hall of 

Fame boxers than any other 

fighter at 14. He also has the 

most victories against Hall of 

Famers with 32. Greb’s record 

reads like a who’s who of great 

fighters from the late teens and 

20’s. His quality of opposition 

is unmatched defeating five 

world middleweight champions, 

seven world light-heavyweight 

champions and one future 

heavyweight champion. The 

names include, Mike McTigue, 

Jack Dillon, Battling Levinsky, 

Tiger Flowers, Tommy Loughran, Tommy Gibbons Jimmy Slattery, Maxie 

Rosenbloom, Mickey Walker and Gene Tunney. Although not much more than a 

middleweight he also won dozens of fights against heavyweights including matches 

against Bill Brennan and Billy Miske both of whom fought for the heavyweight title. 

Greb came in third in the IBRO poll based on his exceptional ring record. 

Sam Langford has more fights against Hall of Famers than anyone else and the second 

most wins with 26.  Langford defeated the great Joe Gans on a decision as a teenager, 

drew with welterweight champion Joe Walcott, drew with middleweight Stanley 

Ketchel (most newspapers having Sam the winner) all top 3 to 10 in their weight class 

for all time. Langford also knocked out every top heavyweight of his day except the 

one who refused him a title shot. In terms of quality of opposition Sam is certainly in 

the conversation.  
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Muhammad Ali beat the best competition in heavyweight history. As a 3-time title-

holder he defeated champions Sonny Liston, Floyd Patterson, Joe Frazier, George 

Foreman, Ken Norton, and Leon Spinks. He also defeated hard hitting contenders 

such as Ron Lyle and Earnie Shavers. Ali dominated nearly two decades of 

heavyweight boxing and must be considered among the best in the category of quality 

of opposition. 

Ray Robinson’s achievements are no less impressive. Robinson amassed a peak 

professional record of 129-1-2 while winning the welterweight and middleweight 

titles. The only fighters to surpass Robinson’s peak won-loss record are Willie Pep’s 

134-1-1 and perhaps Rocky Marciano’s 49-0, although neither faced close to 

Robinson’s quality of opposition. 

Robinson went 40-0 as a pro before losing a decision to Jake Lamotta, a middleweight 

who outweighed him by nearly 16 pounds. He was unbeatable for the next eight years 

going on a 91 bout unbeaten streak. His career record against Lamotta, the only man 

to ever beat a prime Robinson is 5-1. Lamotta outweighed him by an average of 12 

pounds in all of their fights. 

Overall Robinson defeated 10 Hall of 

Famer’s in his career; Jake Lamotta, 

Sammy Angott, Fritzie Zivic, Henry 

Armstrong, Kid Gavilan, Rocky Graziano, 

Randy Turpin, Gene Fullmer and Carmen 

Basilio. He also defeated some skilled 

challengers such as Tommy Bell who 

could have been champion in the modern 

era. Ray was undefeated as welterweight 

champion and won the middleweight title 

for a record 5 times. 

Robinson should have won the 

middleweight title for a 6th time but 

received a dubious draw against Gene 

Fullmer at age 39. The film clearly 

demonstrates that Robinson should have 

received the decision. Ray won the fight 

in the ring only to be robbed of the 

decision. Robinson’s longevity puts him among the 5 best geriatric champions of all 

time with Bob Fitzsimmons, Archie Moore, George Foreman and Bernard Hopkins. 
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Robinson was absolutely 

outstanding in rematches. He won 

rematches against 11 men before 

finally losing twice to the same 

fighter. No one ever beat him twice 

until he was 40 years old and had 

over 150 fights and even then they 

were two split-decisions against 

Paul Pender. 

One should also consider that 

Robinson’s activity level made him 

sharper and more experienced than 

modern fighters. For example in 

1946 the year he won the welterweight title Sugar Ray fought 16 times. In 1947 he 

fought 10 times. In 1949 he fought 13 times. In 1950 he fought 19 times. The other 

“Sugar Ray” Leonard only fought 40 pro fights in his entire career. Robinson’s total 

record is 175-19-6 2 NC with 109 kayo’s. 16 of his 19 losses came after his first 

comeback at age 34, 12 after the age of 40. 

To sum it up, Robinson was the consummate 

professional fighter who possessed every 

physical asset; speed, agility, mobility, and 

tremendous punching power. He rates among 

a select few of the all time greats who could 

defeat fighters using their own best assets 

against them. Robinson, a true sharpshooter, 

easily rates among the best pound for pound 

punchers in history. Robinson is possibly the 

greatest combination puncher of all time. His 

quality of opposition is among the top five. 

Ray’s peak won-loss record is among the top 

three. Ray’s overall ring record and 

accomplishments also rate among the top 

three. Robinson is among the top five of all 

time in the category of longevity. Ray had all 

the intangibles, great experience, killer instinct, a tremendous chin and heart. When 

one adds it all up it is easy to see why Sugar Ray Robinson is rated as the greatest 

fighter of all time. 
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Second memorial honor for Tom Molineaux in Ireland 
By Patrick Myler 
 

 

Last year (March issue, # 141) I wrote about freed American slave Tom Molineaux, who twice 

challenged Tom Cribb for the English bare-knuckle championship over 200 years ago, being 

remembered with a memorial plaque in the west of Ireland, where he spent his last sad days. 

 

Now Molineaux, largely forgotten in the land of his birth, has been honoured for a second time by the 

city of Galway.    

 

Last December, a headstone was unveiled at the entrance to St James's Cemetery, Mervue, where he 

was buried in an unmarked pauper's grave after being discovered, sick and destitute, on the streets of 

the city. 

 

Molineaux had been taken into the care of three drummers from the British Army's 77
th

 (East 

Middlesex) regimental band, which was stationed in Galway. Despite their kindness, he died from an 

unrecorded illness on 4 August 1818. He was aged 34. 

 

 
 

The gravestone was unveiled by world champion Katie Taylor, recently voted Female Fighter of the 

Year by British weekly Boxing News. She was accompanied by her manager, Brian Peters, who funded 

the memorial. 
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Peters worked with Galway City Museum, Galway Civic Trust and local sculptors to complete the 

headstone, which tells the remarkable story of Molineaux's life in Irish and English language. 

 

“I thought it was a shame that Tom's final resting place wasn't marked and, after the life he had led, I 

thought it was the least he deserved,” said Peters at the unveiling. 

 

Brendan McGowan, representing Galway City Museum, said: “Tom Molineaux was a sporting giant, 

the Joe Frazier of his day. The memory of his final resting place has been kept alive in Galway for two 

centuries. Finally, the time has come to mark the location for future generations.” 

  

Two years ago, on the 200
th

 anniversary of his death, a commemorative plaque was installed at the 

place where he died, the site of the old British Army's Shambles Barracks, now St Patrick's national 

school, in the city center. 

 

Born and raised on a slave plantation in Virginia, Molineaux gained his freedom after winning a large 

bet for his owner on the outcome of a bare knuckle bout. He had also been promised $500 if he won 

the fight. 

 

He set off for New York, where he worked as a dock labourer while picking up extra cash in 

unregulated ring encounters. Realising that boxing hadn't yet gained much of a following in the United 

States, he set off for England, then the hub of the pugilistic world.    

 

He soon worked his way up to a challenge for Tom Cribb's English title and the eagerly awaited 

showdown was staged at Copthal Common, about half-way between London and Brighton, on 18 

December 1810. Despite a gallant effort, he was forced to retire after 32 rounds, fights then being 

contested “to a finish”. 

 

Nine months later, they fought again, this time at Thisleton Gap, where the three counties of Leicester, 

Lincoln and Rutland met. Molineaux, who had neglected to train properly, lasted just 12 rounds. 

 

Sinking into a dissolute lifestyle, he earned what he could from tours of Britain giving exhibitions and 

teaching the art of boxing until his health deteriorated to the extent that he was unable to take care of 

himself. It was in this sad state that he finished his life in Ireland, a land he probably had never heard 

of while growing up on that distant slave plantation. 

 

 

Patrick Myler is an author and boxing historian. A member of the IBRO, he lives in Dublin, 

Ireland. 
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It Has Been Sixty-Four Years Since Rocky’s Last Fight 

His Battle Against Archie Moore May Have Influenced His Decision To 
Hang Up The Gloves 

By Bobby Franklin 

This past September 21st marked the 
64th anniversary of Rocky Marciano’s last fight, 
his winning defense of the title against Light 
Heavyweight Champion Archie Moore. The 
following April at the age of 32 Marciano 
announced his retirement from the ring stating: 
“I am retiring because of my wife and baby. No 
man can say what he will do in the future, but 
barring poverty, the ring has seen the last of 
me. I am comfortably fixed, and I am not afraid 
of the future.” 

At the time of his retirement, Rocky had a 
perfect record of 49 and 0 and would be the 
only heavyweight champion to retire with an 
undefeated record, a feat that still stands to 
this day. 

Most boxing fans expected the champion to go for the 50th win and were surprised when he didn’t. So, 
is it true he retired to spend more time with his family or was there more to it? 

The Marciano vs Moore fight drew a crowd 61,574 to Yankee stadium with a gate grossing 
$948,117.95. Rocky’s share was $482,374.00. That is the equivalent of $4,289,456.00 in today’s 
dollars. Even deducting for his manager Al Weill taking a huge cut, that was still a very healthy sum of 
money. Combine it with the Rock’s previous earnings and it would appear he was very comfortable 
financially.  

It has been said that Marciano no longer wanted to fight because he believed Al Weill was taking too 
much of his money. While that is most likely true, it seems that some other financial arrangement 
could have been worked out.  

As far as spending time with his family, after retirement 
Rocky continued to travel, mostly without his wife, and 
enjoyed being on his own. I don’t buy the retirement 
was for family reasons. 

I think the key to figuring out why Marciano stopped at 
49 is to look at the Moore fight. While Rocky stopped 
the Old Mongoose in the 9th round, it was a grueling 
fight in which the champion took some terrible shots. 
Could it be that he felt he was starting to decline and 
did what hardly any fighter does, get out while on top?  

I asked noted boxing historian Mike Silver, the author 
of The Arc of Boxing what he thought. Mike replied:  

“Next to his title-winning effort against Walcott, this 
was Marciano’s toughest contest.  Moore landed some humongous punches to Rocky’s chin. During 
the course of the fight, Marciano absorbed some of the hardest punches he had ever taken. He had to 
throw more punches per round than in any other fight in order to overwhelm Moore’s superior skill and 
experience. In a great fight it was Rocky’s chin, conditioning, relentless punching and 
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almost superhuman durability that won it for him, but I wonder if the punishment he took in that fight 
helped convince him to retire while he still had his health?” 

After hearing what Mike had to say I watched a tape 
of the fight and it was indeed a very tough fight for 
Rocky. After a somewhat tame first round, Moore 
came out and dropped Marciano at the beginning of 
the second with a right hand flush on the chin. 
Rocky was up at the count of four but was dazed. 
He took a lot of punishment for the rest of the 
round. Moore was using shoulder feints and landing 
very well with his left jab. It looked like Marciano 
was in serious danger of losing the title. By the end 
of the round the champion was bleeding from the 
nose and was cut and puffy under his left eye.  
 
In round three Marciano came out very aggressively 
throwing a lot of punches. Moore, ever the master 
boxer, was avoiding most of them by blocking, 
slipping, and rolling with the shots.  

In the third round Moore fought mostly off the ropes. Mike Silver points out that this was no Rope-a-
Dope strategy. Instead, Archie was slipping and countering Rocky’s shots. Marciano threw a much 
larger number of punches but Moore had the more effective shots. Rocky won the round with his 
aggression but he paid a high price for it.  

The fifth round was Moore’s best. He was very accurate with his jab and landed a number of solid 
rights while taking short steps to the side. Marciano appeared to be slowing down and was missing a 
lot. It now appeared the tide was turning in Moore’s favor.  

Marciano must have been sensing the same thing as he 
came out on fire in the sixth round. He dropped Moore 
for a count of four at the beginning of the round and 
then pursued him relentlessly. Rocky was still missing 
with many of his punches, but the pressure and the 
huge number of punches he was throwing was wearing 
Archie down. Rocky was like a freight train as he 
dropped Moore once again, this time for a nine-count. 

Between rounds the doctor checked on Moore and it 
appeared the fight was close to being stopped. But the 
old warrior was not through yet. 

Moore actually looked refreshed as he came out for the 
seventh round and won the round with a strong jab. 
Perhaps Rocky had punched himself out in the previous round and the tide was again shifting.  

In the eighth round Moore’s legs were tiring. He spent most of the round fighting off of the ropes and 
was still very effective in making the champion miss. Watching Moore in this fight is like seeing a 
master class on how to roll with punches and pick spots for counters. Moore was definitely starting to 
fade by the end of the round. It was Rocky’s relentless pressure that was taking the toll. A Marciano 
right at the end of the round dropped Moore and he was up at the count of six as the bell rang. 
Moore’s right eye was now closing and he looked like a beaten man. Could he summon up another 
rally? 

In the fatal ninth round Moore once again came out strong, but the end was near. Rocky attacked with 
a fury. Moore still got in a few good shots, but nothing was going to stop Rocky now. He pummeled 
Moore to the canvas where Archie took the ten count at 1:19 of the round.  
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Moore did everything right in this fight. He boxed and 
punched beautifully. He seemed the superior fighter in 
so many ways, but Marciano would not be stopped. 
His incredible conditioning, heart, and brutal punching 
were all too much for Archie. Marciano defined what 
the heart of a champion is in this fight. 

Mike Silver asks if it was the punishment Rocky took in 
this fight that convinced him to retire? I believe that 
was a major reason for his hanging up the gloves, and 
I do not mean this as a knock on Marciano. Quite the 
contrary, I believe it shows how smart he was.  

Marciano was a tremendously physical fighter. While 
his boxing abilities are often underrated, he was also 

almost superhuman when in the ring. The Moore fight is an example of how he would actually get 
stronger as a fight progressed. It seemed as though the rougher things got the more strength he 
would gain. Rocky trained very hard for each fight. The training grind and the brutality of the fights he 
was in would eventually take a toll. At this point in his career he was also experiencing back pain.  

It is not unusual for an athlete that continually pushes 
himself to the brink to eventually start to break down 
physically. It is very possible the Moore fight was Rocky’s 
last great fight. If he had continued, his body may have 
begun to fail him. I think he may have sensed that, 
perhaps subconsciously. Moore hurt him. Moore extended 
him. Moore did everything possible to beat him, but Rocky 
was relentless. He broke Archie down that night.  

Marciano had been fighting professionally since 1947. He 
was now 32 years old, not terribly old for a fighter. But 
when you consider how many tough fights he had and 
how many times he had tortured his body in training camp 
you have to wonder if at some point he would start to 
break down.  
 
In the Moore fight he pushed himself unbelievably. I don’t 
think Archie could have stopped him if he had a bazooka 
in his arsenal. Rocky fought many very tough fights. His 
two goes against Ezzard Charles and his first fight with 
Walcott were brutal affairs. It’s very possible he still had a 
couple more great fights in him, but at some point he 
would have broken down; all great athletes do.  

Rocky Marciano had an amazing career, made a lot of money, and now was walking away with his 
brains still intact. He will always be remembered as one of the greatest Heavyweight Champions of all 
time. Knowing when to retire is a lesson that too few fighters have learned. Rocky was wise enough to 
get out in time, and that adds to his greatness. 

 

Bobby Franklin's Boxing over Broadway 
January 29, 2020 
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Former Philly welterweight Dick Turner passes 
By John DiSanto – PhillyBoxingHistory.com 

On Sunday (January 5, 2020) the sad news came that former 

Philly welterweight Dick Turner passed away after a few 

years of declining health. He was just shy of his 83rd 

birthday. Turner had an eventful boxing career that ended 

prematurely in 1963 due to an eye injury. After retirement 

from the ring, he stayed away from the sport for a period, 

disappointed that the pursuit of his dream had been cut short. 

However, he later returned to boxing to help guide his 

talented nephews, the fighting Fletcher brothers (Frank, 

Anthony and Troy). Turner then became a trainer and 

worked with numerous Philly kids with the same dream that 

he once had. 

In his later years, Mr. Turner was considered one of the elder 

statesmen of the local boxing scene. He was an expert at 

handicapping fights and boxing careers in general, and was 

always ready to talk about the sport. He was always a true 

gentleman who was highly respected and liked by all. In a 

community filled with rivalries, constant sniping and 

whispered insults, no one ever said a bad word about Dick 

Turner. 

Because his career ended early, he never reached the heights that he might have in 

boxing. But make no mistake, Turner had an important career and was one of the last of 

the great ring legends that still remain in Philadelphia. 

Turner was born January 14, 1937 and began boxing while in the Navy. The proud 

Southwest Philadelphian turned professional at the Capitol Arena in Washington, DC on 

April 03, 1959, defeating Ray Allen by first round TKO. He made his second start a few 

weeks later against Bill Griffin and stopped him in the second round. 

As his young career got started, Turner made a habit of taking risks instead of facing 

other boxers at a similar experience level. With just two bouts under his belt, Turner 

took on sixteen-bout pro Al Styles, 12-3-1, 6 KOS, in September of 1959 in Atlantic 

City. Styles held wins over Ike White and Chico Corsey, and had fought to a draw with 

Bruce Gibson. By all accounts, Styles was about to win big over the green upstart. 
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However Turner, scored his third win, against all odds, by second 

round TKO over Styles. 

Turner was a tall and rangy boxer. He had fine technical skills but 

could also punch with authority. His mix of skills made him a 

promising prospect. 

The surprise victory over Styles wasn’t his last. In fact, it became 

his business to defeat favored foes. He later upset Harold 

Richardson at Madison Square Garden and then in 1962, scored 

perhaps his biggest shocker of his career. 

On February 22, 1962, Turner entered the Blue Horizon with a 

nice 11-0-1, 8 KOs, record. On paper, he was no more than a 

prospect. His opponent that evening was veteran Federico 

Thompson of Argentina. Thompson entered the fight with a whopping pro record of 

113-10-9 with 62 KOs, and was the former Argentine and South American welterweight 

champion. 

By all indications, Turner had been led to the 

slaughter. But someone forgot to tell him that 

he was in way over his head. In an absolute jaw 

dropper, Turner won a majority eight-round 

decision over the seasoned Thompson. 

Dick won his next seven starts, including 

impressive wins over Percy Manning (TKO3) 

and Isaac Logart (W10), raising his record to 

19-0-1, 11 KOs. 

On October 11, 1963, Turner faced bona fide 

“Philly Killer” Jose Stable at the Blue Horizon 

and dropped a ten-round majority decision. It 

was his first professional loss. Stable had 

defeated rising star Kitten Hayward is his 

previous bout and held wins over the likes of 

Charley Scott, Curtis Cokes, CL Lewis, Sweet 

Pea Adams, Kenny Lane, Chico Velez, and many other fine fighters. For Philly boxers, 

Stable was kryptonite at the time. So the close defeat at the hands of Stable did nothing 

to tarnish Turner’s reputation. 
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Three months later Turner squared off with Kitten Hayward at the Arena in a battle 

between two of Philly’s best welterweight prospects of the day. Their ten-rounder was 

an extremely close and classy contest. Hayward came away with the razor-thin decision 

victory over ten rounds. 

Once again, the loss seemed to be a just minor setback for Turner. It was just another 

learning experience that figured to only make the talented Southwest Philly fighter 

better. However, something critical happened during the fight. Sometime during their 

nip-and-tuck contest, the 27 year old Turner suffered a detached retina. 

In those days, such an injury was an automatic career-ender – no questions asked. And 

in fact, Turner never fought again due to the injury. 

The loss of his career hit Turner hard. He stayed away from the sport for decades, 

bitterly disappointed that his career had been cut short in its prime. Turner went to work 

and tried to put boxing behind him. Among the jobs he held, Turner worked as a 

window-washer and scaled the high-rise buildings of Philadelphia to ply his trade. 

But boxing has a way of drawing you back in. 

Years later when his sister Lucille Fletcher’s 

sons (Frank, Anthony, and Troy) began 

boxing, Dick Turner reluctantly returned to 

the gym to help his nephews navigate the 

choppy waters of pugilism. Getting involved 

with Frank “The Animal” Fletcher and 

Anthony “Two Gun” Fletcher reignited his 

love of the sport and Turner was back in the 

business for good. Later he also helped 

guide the youngest of the “Fighting 

Fletchers”, Troy, who became PA State 

champion. 

For decades, Turner trained young fighters 

at the Kingsessing Recreation Center in 

Southwest Philly. There he guided countless 

kids and imparted his gentle wisdom to all of them. One of the young boxers he worked 

with was another nephew, Glenn Turner. He continued to train young men at the Rec 

until the death of his wife slowed him down and took away much of his desire for the 

sport. 
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In his final years, he made occasional appearances at his old rec center gym, where his 

nephew Troy Fletcher trained boxers in his place. He was also a regular at the Briscoe 

Awards until 2014 and at times attended the PA Boxing Hall of Fame ceremony. In his 

final four years or so, Turner’s health declined sharply and he rarely came out to public 

events. 

Turner entered the Pennsylvania Boxing Hall of Fame in 2007 for his accomplishments 

as a boxer. Although his career was impressive, Turner will be better remembered by 

those who knew him for his gentle and kind nature. He was a wonderful man as well as 

a fine boxer. 
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THE CONNECTICUT BOXING HALL OF FAME FOR EDDIE 

COMPO 

By Roger Zotti 

 

 For the late Eddie Compo’s family 

and friends, November 9, at the 

Mohegan Sun Casino, was a special 

night. Along with four other 

remarkable fighters—Arturo Gatti, 

Chad Dawson, Delvin Rodriguez, and 

Teddy “Red Top” Davis—Compo was 

inducted into the 2019 Connecticut 

Boxing Hall of Fame. Also inducted 

was Arthur Mercante Sr, one of 

boxing’s greatest referees.   

Longtime boxing judge Don Trella 

introduced Felix DelGiudice, Compo’s 

nephew and a decorated Korean War 

veteran, who accepted the award for the New Haven warrior  

Compo fought professionally from 1944 to 1955 and  compiled 

an impressive 75-10-4 record, fighting some of the best 

featherweights and lightweights of his era. (Of Compo’s 10 losses, 

five were at the end of his career.) 

 The winner of 57 of 61 fights, Compo was twenty years old 

when in 1949, at Waterbury’s Municipal Stadium, before over 

10,000 fans, he was stopped in his bid for the world featherweight 

title by champion Willie Pep, one of boxing’s greatest defensive 
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fighters ever. At the time Pep’s record was 141-2-1 and nobody was 

beating him, except the great Sandy Saddler.    

 According to Joseph 

Nichols of the New York Times, 

“Compo performed creditably 

in the fourth, landing several 

rights to [Pep’s] face.” But in 

round five Pep came back to 

drop Compo twice.   

In round seven “things 

were going so badly for 

Compo,” Nichols writes, “that 

one of the seconds in the 

challenger’s corner urged referee Billy Conway to stop it.” After 

being dropped for the third time in the fight, Compo was on his feet 

when Conway wisely halted the contest at 41 seconds of the round. 

Despite the loss, as Richard D. Biondi and Salvatore A. Zarra 

write, in their excellent, thoroughly researched book Elm City 

Italians: The Italian American Prizefighters from New Haven, 

Connecticut, “Eddie was far from a spent fighter. Until he retired in 

1955, he was a difficult opponent,” defeating such noteworthy foes 

as “Dan Bowman, Pat Marcune, Jackie Weber, and Harry LaSane.” 

On September 21, 1951, in one of the most important wins of 

his career, Compo bested an undefeated Chico Vejar, a 2006 

CBHOF inductee, at Madison Square Garden. 

(Biondi and Zarra point out that “early in his career Vejar 

fought under the name of Chico Avalos so that his dad would not 

know that he was boxing.”) 

33



 
 

The decision was split: Judges Jack Sullivan and Bert Grant 

voted for Compo while referee Teddy Martin backed Vejar, who 

outweighed the Elm City fighter by four pounds, 138 to 134, and at 

5’8 was four inches taller. “The win “rejuvenated” Compo’s career, 

Biondi and Zarra write. 

“Unaccustomed to the ten round distance and facing his most 

dangerous foeman,” Nichols continues, “Vejar fought a 

characteristic battle, expecting his punching power to claim another 

victim.” But his fight plan was wrong. Though the bout was “a 

keenly waged battle“ for ten rounds, “Compo’s experience told the 

tale,” his best round being the fourth “when [he landed] half a 

dozen lefts to the jaw and repeatedly beat Vejar to the left jab.” 

“After boxing,” Biondi and Zarra  point out, “Eddie worked in 

the Elm City area as a liquor salesman, an ironworker, and for the 

city. Later in life, he refereed fights in Florida and he helped to train 

his nephew. Eddie and his wife had one child named Edward Jr.”  

Compo passed away on January 3, 1998, in Palm beach, 

Florida. 

 

A regular contributor to the IBRO Journal, Roger Zotti has 

written two books about boxing, Friday Night World and The 

Proper Pugilist. His latest book is titled Looking for Al: Diverse 

Writings for the Curious. Contact him at rogerzotti@aol.com for 

more information about his writings. 
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“Boxing at the Red Bank Armory”  
By Matthew H. Ward  
 
Mobile: 732-500-0195 
Email: matthewward1123@gmail.com 
 
The Red Bank Armory is located at 76 Chestnut Street in Red Bank. The historic building dates 
back to 1914, and was the home of the New Jersey Army National Guard’s Troop B of the 
Cavalry. A major feature of the armory was the 100x144-foot equestrian riding hall. By the 
1950s, the armory was used as a storage space for old tanks. In 1998, the armory was 
purchased from the state and converted into an ice rink. The rink is home to a number of local 
hockey teams including the Red Bank Generals of the New Jersey Youth Hockey League and the 
nearby Red Bank Catholic High School Casey’s hockey team. The facility’s rinks are also used for 
ice skating lessons. I had the opportunity to tour the building in May of 2017, and was amazed 
by how wonderfully preserved the building is. It is a standing testament to the value of 
repurposing historic buildings for the sake of preservation! 
 

 
Red Bank Armory in Modern Times 

 

Other than for military and ice hockey purposes, the building has also hosted a series of 
professional and amateur boxing matches. The most notable professional bouts occurred in 
1925 and 1948. 
 
A charity card for disabled children was put on by the Asbury Park and Long Branch Benevolent 
and Protective Order of Elks at the Red Bank Armory on August 7, 1925. The card was arranged 
by John Leon, a matchmaker for Coney Island Stadium in Brooklyn. This event attracted over 
4,000 fans that enjoyed an evening of thrilling fights. The main event of the card featured 
flyweight boxing champion Frankie Genaro and bantamweight pugilist George Marks, who 
agreed to fight at bantamweight. 
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George Marks 

Frankie Genaro was a boxer from New York City who fought professionally from 1920 to 1934. 
Prior to turning professional, the five foot and one inch boxer captured a gold medal at the 
1920 Antwerp Olympic Games as a flyweight boxer representing the United States of America. 
Over the course of his long career, he fought over 100 times and captured titles in the flyweight 
division. Following his long boxing career, Genaro pursued a career as a horse jockey in France. 
He died in 1966 at the age of 65. Genaro was inducted into the International Boxing Hall of 
Fame in 1998. 
 

 
Frankie Genaro (front) with Primo Carnera 

 

His opponent that summer night in Red Bank was an English born fighter billed out of Los 
Angeles, George Marks. Marks was a contender in the bantamweight division who captured the 
Pacific Coast Bantamweight title during his nine year professional career that lasted from 1917 
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to 1926. In 1933, Marks was tragically killed at the young age of 32 in an automobile accident in 
Azusa, California.  
 

This was the second encounter between the two men in the squared circle. Genaro had 
defeated Marks in June of 1925 at Coney Island Stadium in Brooklyn. The actual events of the 
contest, that was billed as “one of the most stirring boxing events ever carded in the state of 
New Jersey”, differed based on what local newspaper you read. According to The Red Bank 
Register, Genaro took five rounds and Marks won two. The two fighters split the other three 
rounds. Reporters from the Asbury Park Press were also in the press section that evening. They 
reported that Marks won every round with the exception of possibly the ninth “when Genaro 
probably conscious that Marks was getting the better of the breaks attempted to make a 
desperate try to even things up.”  
 
Because reporters from both papers saw the fight differently, the fight was ruled a newspaper 
decision draw. A newspaper decision was utilized in the early 20th century after a fight ended 
with no decision from the judges and referee. In this scenario, reporters from a local 
newspaper(s) would decide who won the fight. As you can imagine, these decisions were, at 
times, heavily lopsided in favor of a hometown fighter. This method of scoring is no longer 
utilized in modern boxing.  
 
The evening also had three other boxing matches featuring 
Tommy Jordan versus George Levine, Rene De Vos versus Lew 
Ferry, and Willie Dillon versus Erwin Bige. Belgian middleweight 
champion Rene De Vos, who is often listed as one of the greatest 
boxers not in the International Boxing Hall of Fame, took on Lew 
Ferry of Newark, New Jersey. Ferry was a veteran of the Jersey 
Shore fight scene, having fought there on numerous occasions. 
De Vos walked away the winner via newspaper decision after 
both The Red Bank Register and the Asbury Park Press scored the 
bout in favor of the Belgian.  
 

Brooklyn based boxer Tommy Jordan and California’s George 
Levine squared off in a welterweight contest. The fight was 
described by the local media as having “all the earmarks of a 
championship bout from the start.” Levine won the bout via 
newspaper decision after The Red Bank Register scored the 
contest a draw, and the Asbury Park Press scored the fight for 
Levine.  

 

The opening bout of the evening featured Omaha’s Erwin Bige, 
who weighed in at 121 pounds, and New York’s Willie Dillon, who 
weighed seven pounds heavier than his opponent. The weight 
advantage had no impact on the fight’s outcome, as Bige cruised 

 
Rene De Vos 
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to a newspaper decision over his opponent after ten rounds of boxing. Both The Red Bank 
Register and Asbury Park Press scored the fight in favor of the Nebraskan.  
 
Professional boxing returned to the Red Bank Armory on October 12, 1948. This card had far 
less star power than the show 13 years earlier, and featured a card loaded with fighters from 
the tristate area such as Philadelphia’s Danny McCall, Newark’s Jimmy Stamford, and Asbury 
Park’s Don Layton. The main event featured middleweights Milton Lattimore and Billy Ellison. 
Lattimore, a New York City fighter, was originally supposed to face Tony Rose. Rose was 
replaced prior to the bout by Billy Ellison of Newark. The six round main event ended in favor of 
the replacement fighter, Ellison, who won by points. Before retiring in 1949, Ellison fought 
three of his final four bouts in Atlantic City. Lattimore retired in 1951 with an even professional 
record of 26-26.    
 
This venue was also the site of numerous amateur boxing shows from the 1930s to 1970s. 
These cards often pitted local Police Athletic League (PAL) chapters against one another, 
including the Red Bank and Middletown PALs. The rich sports history of this building coupled 
with the building’s current position in the world of hockey will ensure that the Red Bank Armory 
will be an important part of the Red Bank community for many years to come.  
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The Ring Magazine The Ring Magazine, April 2003 
pages 50-55 
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A WIN FOR ART AND BROCCOLI 
EDER JOFRE, ARTIST, VEGETARIAN AND BANTAMWEIGHT CHAMPION OF THE 

WORLD, KNOCKS OUT A RAW-TUNA EATER AND STAYS UNDEFEATED AFTER 45 

PROFESSIONAL FIGHTS 

 BY GILBERT ROGIN 
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Vegetarianism is popularly associated with spiritual nuts with long hair and long toenails, except 

in the case of Popeye the Sailor Man, who, though naive, is a neat gentleman and the 

possessor of a heck of a right uppercut. In this corporeal tradition is Eder Jofre, a good little 

vegetarian like Popeye, who knocked out Herman Marquez in San Francisco last week to retain 

the bantamweight championship of the world and save humanity from a fate worse than 

vegetables. Marquez eats raw tuna, yet. "When Herman wins the title we will all eat raw fish," 

said Shig Takahashi, one of Marquez' managers and, happily, a lousy prophet. 

Bantamweights are wee people; only flyweights and jockeys come in smaller sizes. When a 

reporter told a young lady that bantamweights must not weigh more than 118 pounds, she 

exclaimed, "Why, they shouldn't let them fight." When Jofre was posed before a big bowl of 

salad for a prefight picture, the photographer had to put the 1,136-page San Francisco phone 

book beneath him so that his face would appear above the escarole. Bantamweights are 

naturally short but they are unnaturally light. "What's good about raw fish," says Marquez, "is 

that it goes through your system. Right after the fight I'm going to have a big dish of enchiladas 

and tamales. It's so fattening, but I love it." Said Jofre: "To get where I have, I have sacrificed 

everything. No parties, not enough food or drink. This dedication is not compensated for by 

money, which has relative value." 

When people were smaller there were bantamweights in all countries; indeed, the class limit 

was once 105 pounds. Now they are chiefly Latins. Jofre is a Brazilian of Italian descent who 

was born in a shabby gym in the Italian section of S√£o Paulo. His father, Aristides, was an 

unemployed boxer. His mother, Angelina (nee Zumbano), most of whose relatives were also 

unemployed boxers, swept up the gym. 

With 16 boxers and wrestlers in his family—including former European Middleweight Champion 

Hans Norbert, former Brazilian Lightweight Champion Ralf Zumbano and Lady Wrestler Olga 

Zumbano—there was little question what Eder would be when he grew up. At four he put on a 

pair of gloves. At nine he fought in public for the first time, knocking his cousin out in the third 

round. He lost but two fights as an amateur, and both were later redeemed by knockouts. He is 

undefeated as a professional, having won 32 fights by knockout and 10 by decision. He has 

drawn three. 
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Jofre's two younger brothers are now prizefighters, too; his sister is married to Brazil's amateur 

flyweight champion, and Eder's marriage, presided over by an excitable parish priest named 

Padre Ira, was so charged with references to boxing that it was, in a sense, a double ring 

ceremony. Padre Ira told Eder that "this is the best punch in your whole career," burbled on that 

' "love and boxing are alike: both require endurance, discipline and sportsmanship." Said Jofre 

coyly: "This is my first knockout." 

Despite the overwhelming influence of his battling relatives, Jofre has developed an interest in 

another kind of canvas. He began by sketching bantam roosters, the symbol of his career. One 

of these creations was on the back of the blue velvet robe he wore up the smoky, noisy aisle in 

the fight with Marquez. On the back was a gold, sequined banty cock with a jeweled red comb 

and a tear-shaped red jewel, quavering on a thread, for a wattle. (Marquez' robe bore the 

legend "ILWU 54." He is a longshoreman in Stockton, Calif.) 

Born in Mexico, Marquez came up from Sonora to California when he was eight or nine and 

went to work in the fields when he was 13, picking cherries, tomatoes, celery and asparagus, 

and sewing onion sacks by hand. "There's nothing to it," he says. "Just like boxing." He turned 

to boxing when he was 23. "Who I am is from boxing," he says. "I never had the opportunity to 

be someone else. Boxing's clean and it keeps yourself from doing a lot of things you shouldn't. 

'Herman,' an old man told me once, 'you won't get hurt in the ring. The ring don't hurt you. The 

outside do.' 

"This is the biggest break I ever had. I'm going to try hard to do a good job. This is the fight. Not 

only for myself—I'm not selfish. For my wife and my seven kids and the one that's rounding third 

and sliding home." 

The weigh-in was genial, and its pacific mood extended into the first round, which was so 

mannerly it appeared that a couple of conscientious objectors had found themselves, by some 

sublime error, in the prize ring. There were several jabs but they were soft, drifting, as though 

the gloves were balloons held by children. The pace quickened in the second round, both men 

punching with more vehemence. Jofre unleashed his famous right for the first time, but it didn't 

come close. 
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In the third Jofre threw a right cross which landed high on Marquez' cheek. He stumbled back 

and partially out of the ropes. Jofre didn't take advantage of his position, waiting until Marquez 

untangled himself before joining battle. At the end of this round Jofre sat on his stool, talking 

earnestly to his father, his chief second. But even then he didn't sit in customary fashion but sort 

of sidesaddle. By the fourth, Marquez was beginning to throw punches in meaningful flurries, 

while Jofre seemed content to measure Marquez with his jab, like a corny painter holding up his 

thumb, while patiently waiting the proper instant to throw his right. The next round showed why 

many observers consider Jofre the finest prizefighter of any weight now in the ring. In it he 

launched a rich variety of blows, and hard ones, too, both in combination and singly; he feinted 

deftly with head, shoulders and hands and defended with remarkable resourcefulness. It 

seemed then as though he could finish Marquez whenever he took a fancy to. 

Like Ingemar 

This feeling was reinforced in the sixth round. Jofre again displayed his arsenal but it did not 

slow Herman up. Marquez kept busily jabbing, working, as they say, coming on. Marquez won 

the seventh round on hustle, if nothing else, Jofre growing spiritless, waiting like a miniature 

Ingemar Johansson for the opportunity to unload the right. In the eighth round Jofre tried several 

clubbing rights which drove Marquez back. But, astonishingly, Marquez mounted a counter-

offensive of his own and repulsed Jofre, at one point palpably stunning him with a nifty right 

hand. Now it appeared, in this variable battle, that not only would Marquez, a 3-to-l underdog, 

be able to withstand Jofre's heaviest blows, but could beat him off with his own. Herman turned 

toward his corner at the conclusion of the round and raised his glove to his brow in a kind of 

salute—perhaps to himself. Jofre sat on his stool, twisted as though about to milk a cow, 

inhaling smelling salts. 

In the ninth, Marquez swept on, indomitable, confident, on several occasions bringing Jofre up 

short with savage hits. At this point, one judge had Marquez, incredibly, leading by 7-0, the other 

judge 5-1, while Referee Fred Apostoli had it for Jofre, 5-3. (In California the winner of a round 

gets from one to five points, the loser gets zero and a tie round isn't tabulated in the scoring.) 

Like so many of life's endings, this one, too, was unexpected, even startling. The 10th round 

began as the ninth had ended; no one, save perhaps Jofre, was in the know. Then Jofre struck 
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Marquez with a right, but no more impressive a right than quite a few he had hit all along; 

certainly it didn't have the visible effect of the one which carried Marquez through the ropes in 

the third round. He followed it, however, by a right uppercut like Popeye's, and two lefts which 

sorely shook Marquez. Then, unopposed, Jofre battered Marquez with a sequence of swift, 

incisive and telling punches, about 10 of them. As Jofre paused before hitting him again, 

Marquez discreetly sat down. It was not valorous but it was wise. (He said later: "I wasn't hurt. I 

was taking a rest.") He arose at the count of four and took the rest of the mandatory eight count. 

Jofre waded forward, hacking away, and Marquez collapsed from all the punches to his 

unprotected head. He started to get to his feet, then sat down again as though he couldn't make 

it, looking mutely about him like a man in the bathtub after all the water has run out and he is 

confronted by his pale and insufficient frame. 

Marquez was on the point of arising once more when Referee Apostoli stopped the fight. Two 

minutes and 15 seconds had elapsed in the round. On the whole, the crowd seemed to approve 

Apostoli's action. A few bloodthirsty goons gathered behind the section where the athletic 

commission was sitting and called them a bunch of yo-yos and meatballs. Instead of banning 

boxing, it would be a far better thing if the authorities could screen spectators and ban those 

who are unfit to watch. There is no doubt, of course, that Marquez could have regained his feet. 

But there is very little doubt that he would have succumbed again and again. Jofre was just too 

strong and resourceful a banger for Marquez. "I'm not a bad loser," Marquez kept saying in his 

dressing room. "I'm just telling the truth. I wasn't hurt." Good. That is the point. 

A great Brazilian flag was carried into the ring and many hands held it above little Jofre's head 

like a summer pavilion. Eder's wife, Cidinha, came gravely to a corner of the ring. Jofre bent 

down and was silent as she tugged at his ear, pulled at the skin on his cheek. Later she went to 

Marquez' dressing room, shyly shook his hand and watched him as he sat in calm ruin on the 

rubbing table. 

Sports Illustrated, May 14, 1962 
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The Main Event Magazine, July 1949 
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The Main Event Magazine, July 1949 
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Digger Stanley began boxing professionally in 1899. In November 1903, he won the vacant 

British bantamweight title and in December of the same year he won the British flyweight 

title, but the titles were not recognised by the British Boxing Board of Control until 1909. 

In October 1910, he fought Joe Bowker for the British and European bantamweight titles. He 

scored an eighth-round knockout to secure the titles. Stanley was also recognised by the 

National Sporting Club as the holder of the World bantamweight title, although he was not 

recognised as such in America. 

In December 1910, he defended his British title against Johnny Condon, winning on points. In 

September 1911, he defended it again, against Ike Bradley, again winning on points. 

In April and June 1912, he defended his European title twice against the Frenchman, Charles 

Ledoux. He won the first fight in Covent Garden on points, but lost the second fight in 

Dieppe, being knocked out in the seventh round. 

In October 1912, he successfully defended his British title against Alex Lafferty, winning on 

points. 

In June 1913, he lost his British title to Bill Beynon, on points, but four months later he beat 

Beynon on points to regain it. However, in his next defence, in April 1914, he lost the British 

title to Curley Walker on a disqualification in the thirteenth. 

He continued to box but had only ten more fights, losing eight of them and winning two. 

He had his last fight in February 1919, losing to Mike Blake, and died a month later, in 

poverty. 
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The Fighting Baker  -- Larry Bilello 
Submitted by Mike DeLisa (mike@cyberboxingzone.com) 

  
Heavyweight Larry Bilello was a cousin of 
Larry Bilello, welter. Changed name to Larry 
Bello in 1927. 
 
Bilello had a long criminal career.  In Jan 
1922, he was arrested for robbing a pool hall 
-- his 8th arrest. Convicted of first degree 
robbery on Oct 7, 1930, his fourth felony, 
and sentenced to life in prison in Nov 1931, 
but released in 1949. 
 
Born: 1902,  Brooklyn, NY 
Division:    Heavyweight 
Stance     Orthodox   Height     6'0" 
 
BDE = Brooklyn Daily Eagle 
LIP = Long Island Daily Press 
NYD = New York Daily News 
BTU = Brooklyn Times Union 
BSU = Brooklyn Standard Union 
TBC =  The Brooklyn Citizen 
 

 
Date       Opponent          Venue         Location Result Source       
1925 
04-18 Jack Dix  Ridgewood Grove Brooklyn, NY Sch Cancelled 
04-29 Wild Bill Lyons Manhattan, SC Brooklyn, NY KO 1/4  BDE 
06-04  Art McLauren Dexter Park Woodhaven, NY  KO 1/4   BDE 
06-20 Johnny Urban Ridgewood Grove Brooklyn, NY Sch 6 Cancelled 
 
1927 
04-02  Fred Bruening Ridgewood Grove Brooklyn, NY KO 1/4  NYD 
04-16  Pietro Corri Ridgewood Grove Brooklyn, NY TKO 2/6 LIP 
05-21  Jack Darnell Ridgewood Grove Brooklyn, NY D  6       NYD 
06-06 Jack Moresco Dexter Park Woodhaven, NY  L 4  LIP 
06-20 Jack Darnell Dexter Park Woodhaven, NY  TKO 1/4  BDE 
07-02 Frank Carpenter Stadium  Long Beach, NY W 6  BTU 
07-23  Monte Munn Ridgewood Grove Brooklyn, NY L 6  NYD 
09-14  Murray Gitlitz Ebbets Field Brooklyn, NY L 6  NYD 
09-30  Andres Castano MSG  New York, NY L KO 4/6 BTU 
11-12 Gus Berger Ridgewood Grove Brooklyn, NY L KO 1/6 NYD 
 
1930 
01-09 Jack Murphy         Olyimpia BC New York, NY W 4  BSU 
01-28 Lou Barba            Broadway Arena  Brooklyn, NY L 10  BSU 
03-01 Ludwig Haymann  Ridgewood Grove Brooklyn, NY D 6  BTU 
04-21 Al Rood                Jamaica Arena Jamaica, NY KO 2/8 BDE 
05-05 Jack Wisnick       Jamaica Arena Jamaica, NY L KO 2/8 TBC  
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Harry Goldstein   
BoxRec ID# 027847 
Born  November 24, 1906, Boston, MA 
Died  December 1977, Hollywood, FL 
Nationality USA 
Division Flyweight (111-118 lbs) 
Height  5′ 3″   /   160cm 
Residence Boston, Massachusetts 
 
Record to date: won 29 (KOs 9) lost 22 (KOs 0) drawn 6 ND 12 bouts 69 

(No Decision Record:   won 3   lost 6    drawn  2    ND 1    bouts 12) 

Harry Goldstein's mother died when he was 3 years old, and for several 

years he lived in the Home for Jewish Children, in Dorchester, 

Massachusetts attending the Wendell Phillips School in the West End. 

During his last year at school, when he was 14 years old, he took up amateur boxing, under the name of Patsy 

Logan, appearing in nine amateur shows before the A.A.U. discovered his age and ruled him out. Two weeks 

later he fought under a different name, and suffered a second suspension. Then it became an old story, 

Goldstein fighting under name after name, and the A.A.U. discovering his subterfuges and warning him to stop. 

Finally he became of age where he was permitted to box in the amateur ranks, and did so under his real name. 

During his career as an amateur, Goldstein engaged in more than 200 fights, meeting Sammy Fuller, Johnny 

Vacca, Johnny Moore, Young Al Delmont, Arnold Ryan, Andy Martin, Matty Cordes and Jerry Vitale.  

 

He turned pro on October 20, 1924, and fought most of his career out of New England and Eastern Canada. He 

was ranked as the #11th flyweight in the World by The Ring Magazine in February 1927. His photograph 

appeared in The Ring, December 1926, page 23. Goldstein participated in a flyweight elimination tournament in 

California in September 1927 to pick a champion to succeed world champion Fidel LaBarba who retired from 

the ring in August 1927. He was New England Flyweight Champion from November 9, 1925 - May 10, 1926 and 

May 21, 1926 - November 22, 1926. 

 

    1924 
 
Oct  20 Hal Stevenson  Casino Hall, Lynn, Massachusetts   L PTS 6 
Nov 24 Joey Williams  Bristol Arena, New Bedford, Massachusetts  L PTS 8 

Dec   5 Hal Stevenson  Salem A.A., Salem, Massachusetts   W PTS 8 

 

    1925 

 

Jan     5 Ralph Granara  Scenic Temple, Boston, Massachusetts   ND   

Mar   9 Gene Mondou  Casino Hall, Lynn, Massachusetts   W PTS 8 

Mar 26 Frankie Hebert  City Hall, Lewiston, Maine    ND-L 6  

  - New England Flyweight title 

Apr  16 Gene Rochon  Salem A.A., Salem, Massachusetts   W PTS 8 

May   1 Joey Williams  Salem, Massachusetts     W PTS 8 

May 14 Joey Williams  Salem A.A., Salem, Massachusetts   W PTS 8 

Sep  25 Joe Burke  Salem, Massachusetts     W KO 1 

Oct  19 Joey Williams  New Bedford, Massachusetts    W PTS 8 
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Nov   2 Frankie Hebert  Casino Hall, Lynn, Massachusetts   W PTS 8 

Nov   9 Johnny Thomas  New Bedford, Massachusetts    W KO 7 

  - New England Flyweight title 

Dec  18 Duke Menard  Portland, Maine     ND-L 6 

Dec  25 Tommy Lemieux Exposition Building, Portland, Maine   ND-W   12 

  - New England Flyweight title 

 

    1926 

 

Jan     1 Duke Menard  Exposition Building, Portland, Maine   ND-D 6 

Jan     4 Happy Rollinson Mechanics Building, Boston, Massachusetts  W PTS 8 

Mar   1 Ruby Bradley  Foot Guard Hall, Hartford, Connecticut   W PTS 8 

Mar   8 Clovis Durand  Valley Arena, Holyoke, Massachusetts   W PTS 8 

Mar 19 Ernie Jarvis  Mechanics Building, Boston, Massachusetts  W PTS 10 

Apr    6 Ruby Bradley  Valley Arena, Holyoke, Massachusetts   L PTS 10 

Apr  20 Frankie Hebert  Manchester, New Hampshire    W PTS 10 

Apr  23 Jimmy Connelly  Exposition Building, Portland, Maine   ND-W 6 

  - New England Flyweight title 

Apr  30 Johnny Thomas  Salem, Massachusetts     W KO 4 

May10 Ruby Bradley  Arena, Boston, Massachusetts    L PTS 8 

  - New England Flyweight title 

May 21 Ruby Bradley  Arena, Boston, Massachusetts    W PTS 10 

  - New England Flyweight title 

Jun   16 Harry Hill  Forum, Montreal, Quebec, Canada   L PTS 8 

Jun   21 Duke Menard  Biddeford, Maine     ND-D 6 

Aug  17 Willie LaMorte  Velodrome, Hartford, Connecticut   D    6 

Aug  26 Duke Menard  Bangor, Maine      ND-W 12 

  - New England Flyweight title 

Sep  23 Harry Hill  Forum, Montreal, Quebec, Canada   L PTS 8 

Oct  13 Tommy Farrell  Rhode Island Auditorium, Providence, Rhode Island W TKO 1 

Oct  13 Tony Russell  Rhode Island Auditorium, Providence, Rhode Island W KO 3 

Oct  20 Frenchy Belanger Forum, Montreal, Quebec, Canada   D   8 

Nov   1 Smoke Silva  Casino, Fall River, Massachusetts   W TKO 7 

Nov   5 Ruby Bradley  Valley Arena, Holyoke, Massachusetts   L PTS 10 

  - New England Flyweight title 

Nov 22 Minty Rose  Casino, Fall River, Massachusetts   W PTS 10 

Dec 13 Billy Kelly  Valley Arena, Holyoke, Massachusetts   W PTS 10 

 

    1927 

 

Mar 21 Frankie Hebert  Arena, Boston, Massachusetts    W TKO 6 

May  9 Newsboy Brown Mechanics Building, Boston, Massachusetts  L PTS 10 

May 18 Frenchy Belanger Forum, Montreal, Quebec, Canada   L PTS 10 

Aug   2 Black Bill  Madonna Park, Englewood, New Jersey  ND-L 10 

Sep   9 Boy Walley  Legion Stadium, Hollywood, California   D   10 

  - California Flyweight Elimination Tournament (Quarter-Final) 
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Sep 30 Tommy Hughes  Legion Stadium, Hollywood, California   L PTS 10 

  - California Flyweight Elimination Tournament (Semi-Final) 

Oct 21 Johnny Godinez Legion Stadium, Lompoc, California   D   8 

 

    1928 

 

Jan   26 Corporal Izzy Schwartz Mechanics Building, Boston, Massachusetts  L PTS 10 

Apr  16 Hugh Devlin  Bristol Arena, New Bedford, Massachusetts  W PTS 10 

May  9 Clovis Durand  Forum, Montreal, Quebec, Canada   W PTS 6 

May 11 Steve Rocco  Arena Gardens, Toronto, Ontario, Canada  L PTS 6 

May 16 Routier Parra  Mitchel Field Arena, Mineola, New York  W TKO 4 

May 29 Dodo Jackson  Nassau Arena, Mineola, New York   W PTS 8 

Jun   16 Phil Tobias  Ridgewood Grove, Brooklyn, New York   L PTS 6 

Aug    3 Happy Atherton Coney Island Stadium, Brooklyn, New York  L PTS 10 

Sep  26 Pete Sanstol  Forum, Montreal, Quebec, Canada   L PTS 8 

Oct   10 Clovis Durand  Forum, Montreal, Quebec, Canada   D   8 

Nov   1 Hugh Devlin  Worcester, Massachusetts    W PTS 10 

 

    1929 

 

Jan   15 Art Giroux  Exposition Building, Portland, Maine   ND-L 12 

Feb  12 Ruby Bradley  Rhode Island Auditorium, Providence, Rhode Island L PTS 10 

Apr  22 Frank Edgerton  Coliseum, Toronto, Ontario, Canada   W PTS 8 

Apr  29 Dod Oldfield  Coliseum, Toronto, Ontario, Canada   L PTS 6 

May 13 Willie Davies  Jolly Bowl, New Castle, Pennsylvania   L PTS 10 

Jun     7 Mickey Paul  Broadway Auditorium, Buffalo, New York  L PTS 6 

Jun   24 Black Bill  Maple Leaf Stadium, Toronto, Ontario, Canada  L PTS 10 

Sep  11 Art Giroux  Forum, Montreal, Quebec, Canada   L DQ 9 

Nov  26 Dod Oldfield  Arena, Toronto, Ontario, Canada   L PTS 6 

Dec  16 Emile Marquis  Nashua Theatre, Nashua, New Hampshire  D   10 

 

    1930 

 

Jan     3 Gene Bianco  Exposition Building, Portland, Maine   ND-L 6 

Mar 28 Art Giroux  City Hall, Lewiston, Maine    ND-L 6 

Jun   16 Alpio DeCruz  Municipal Stadium, Freeport, New York  W KO 7 

 

This record may not be complete. 
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Note:

1. all tournaments were in the 112 lb. division (flyweight)

Compiled by Bob Yalen

Harry Goldstein

"During his career as an amateur, he engaged in more than 200 battles, meeting
Sammy Fuller, Johnny Vacca, Johnny Moore, Young Al Delmont, Arnold Ryan,
Andy Martin, Matty Cordes and Jerry Vitale." Boston Globe, May 2, 1927

Here is a partial list of bouts he engaged in.

1923

Jan 1         Tommy Duffy          L 3          Boston         Commercial Club
Jan 9         Sammy Fuller          L 3          Boston         Commercial Club
Mar 5         Tommy Duffy          L 3          Boston         Commercial Club            tournament finals
Mar 22       John Vacca             W 3         Boston         Mechanics Building       New England AAU trials
Mar 22       Willie Russell          W 3         Boston         Mechanics Building       New England AAU semis
Mar 22       Tommy Duffy          L 3          Boston         Mechanics Building       New England AAU finals
Apr 3         Young Carboni        exh. 3     Boston         Scenic Temple                fundraiser
Jun 5         Jimmy Butler           L 3          Milford         Town Hall                        tournament finals
Jun 7         Jack Murray            W 3         Boston         Whalom Theater             tournament trials
Jun 7         Tony Lucci              KO 1       Boston         Whalom Theater             tournament semis
Jun 7         Mike Melinsky         L 3          Boston         Whalom Theater             tournament finals
Jul 12        James Connolly      L 3          Medford       Fulton St. grounds         tournament finals
Aug 23      Arthur Domine        KO 3       Lawrence     O'Sullivan Park               tournament trials
Aug 23      Frank Ryan              KO 1       Lawrence     O'Sullivan Park               tournament semis
Aug 23      Sammy Fuller          L 3          Lawrence     O'Sullivan Park               tournament finals
Sep 7         John Anderson       KO 1       Fall River     Fall River A.C.                 tournament finals
Sep 14       Sammy Fuller          L 3          Boston         Mechanics Building       tournament finals
Oct 10       Jim Valentine          W 3         Boston         Commercial Club            tournament finals
Oct 18       Chester Oakes        L 3          Lynn             Casino Hall                      tournament finals
Nov 7        Joe Dwyer               W 3         Boston         Boston A.A.                     tournament finals

1924

Jan 8         Joe Dwyer               W 3         Dorchester  Ruggles Hall
Mar 14       Mike Melinsky         W w/o     Brockton      Eagles Hall                      tournament finals
Mar 24       Joe Farrell               KO 1       Boston         Mechanics Building       Tri-city trials
Mar 24       Willie Russell          W 3         Boston         Mechanics Building       Tri-city semis
Mar 24       James Corcoran     L 3          Boston         Mechanics Building       Tri-city finals
Apr 23       Frank Molinari         L 3          Boston         Boston Arena                  Tri-city semis
Apr 30       Mike Melinsky         L 3          Quincy         Casino Theater               tournament finals
May 8        John Ross               W 3         Boston         Mechanics Building       New England AAU trials
May 8        Sammy Fuller          L 3          Boston         Mechanics Building       New England AAU semis
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Subject: Tiger Flowers 

Attached is a work in progress...please take a look and let me 
know if anything needs to be added, deleted, or changed. 
 
A few notes to go along with the Flowers record: 
  
1. unfortunately the Brunswick papers I went through were not 
very good at covering boxing...they evidently had a local religious 
clergyman who was anti-boxing and so they kept coverage at a 
minimum, especially for the colored cards. 
 
2. for the 11/24/21 Kid Williams fight (he was advertised as "Curlie 
Kid Williams"), the papers ran the ads for the fight (for numerous 
days) but no fight coverage, so that is why I listed the fight as 
unconfirmed. 
  
3. for the 12/15/21 Panama Joe Gans fight, there is no coverage anywhere in any paper that I 
could find, including the Atlanta papers, which is highly unusual...he had fought in Atlanta a 
number of times (as had Gans) and the fights were always well-covered, so it makes no sense 
that a rematch of this magnitude would have absolutely no mention anywhere. I am not 
convinced this fight actually took place, and if it did, I cannot imagine where it occurred. If 
anyone can provide any verification or proof that this fight occurred it would be greatly 
appreciated. 
  
4. for the 7/4/22 Kid Norfolk fight, there are a couple papers that listed the fight in the weekly 
preview or daily agate, but there is no result of the fight in any of the papers that I could find...I 
do not have direct access to the Memphis papers, so I am going to contact the Memphis library 
directly and see if they can look this one up for me. 
  
  
All the best, 
  
Bob Yalen 
Email: byalen1@aol.com 
 
 

Tiger Flowers      
      
1920      
      
Mar 17 Billy Hooper  W 20  Brunswick, GA       20 
Mar 31 Kid Fox   KO 3  Miami, FL Colored Town Sporting Club  10 
Sep 27 Billy Hooper  W 10  Atlanta, GA Auditorium    10 
Nov 5 Sailor Darden  W 10  Charleston, SC Fichtner's Arena   10 
Nov 9 Battling Mims  W 10  Atlanta, GA Auditorium    10 
      
1921      
      
May 2 Chihuahua Kid Brown TKO 8  Atlanta, GA Business Men's Athletic Club  10 
May 23 Jim Fain  KO 4  Atlanta, GA Business Men's Athletic Club  10 
Jun 14 Battling Troupe  KO 4  Atlanta, GA Business Men's Athletic Club  10 
Jul 1 Billy Hooper  W 12  Charleston, SC Fichtner's Arena   12 
Jul 12 Jack Moore  KO 2  Savannah, GA Pekin Theatre    12 
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Aug 8 Panama Joe Gans KO by 6 Atlanta, GA Auditorium    15 
Sep 21 Kid Black  D 8  Memphis, TN Phoenix Athletic Club   8 
Sep 26 Chihuahua Kid Brown KO 3  Atlanta, GA Auditorium    10 
Oct 18 Battling Gahee  W 10  Atlanta, GA Business Men's Athletic Club  10 
Oct 24 Kid Black  KO 1  Memphis, TN Southern Athletic Club   8 
Nov 7 Battling Gahee  W 8  Memphis, TN Southern Athletic Club   8 
Nov 24 "Curly Kid" Williams KO 4  Brunswick, GA L Street Park    15 
Dec 28 Battling Gahee  D 8  Nashville, TN Bijou Theatre    8 
      
 
1922      
      
Jan 11 Battling Burke  KO 4  Nashville, TN Bijou Theatre    8 
Jan 30 Kid Norfolk  KO by 3 Atlanta, GA Auditorium    10 
Feb 1 Evansville Jack Ray TKO 3  Nashville, TN Bijou Theatre    8 
Feb 8 Knockout Brown KO 2  Nashville, TN Bijou Theatre    8 
Feb 15 Battling Davis  KO 1  Nashville, TN Bijou Theatre    8 
Feb 21 Gorilla Jones  TKO 9  Cd. Juarez, MEX Gonzalez's Garden Play Arena 15 
Mar 7 Jimmy Barry  D 15  Cd. Juarez, MEX Gonzalez's Garden Play Arena 15 
Mar 21 Chihuahua Kid Brown KO 1  Cd. Juarez, MEX Gonzalez's Garden Play Arena 15 
Mar 28 Jimmy Barry  KO 5  Cd. Juarez, MEX Gonzalez's Garden Play Arena 15 
Apr 11 Billy Britton  W 15  Cd. Juarez, MEX Gonzalez's Garden Play Arena 15 
May 9 Lee Anderson  KO by 7 Cd. Juarez, MEX Gonzalez's Garden Play Arena 15 
May 15 Frankie Murphy  W 15  Cd. Juarez, MEX Gonzalez's Garden Play Arena 15 
Jun 5 Sam Langford  KO by 2 Atlanta, GA Ponce de Leon Ballpark   10 
Jul 26 Jamaica Kid  TKO by 2 Covington, KY Riverside Arena    12 
Aug 9 Kid Norfolk  L 8  Nashville, TN Bijou Theatre    8 
Aug 22 Andy Kid Palmer W 15  Cd. Juarez, MEX Central Garden Arena  15 
Oct 11 Kid Papy  KO 1  Nashville, TN Bijou Theatre    8 
Nov 1 Eddie Palmer  W 8  Nashville, TN Bijou Theatre    8 
Nov 30 Kid Davis  KO 3  Brunswick, GA L Street Park    15 
Dec 13 Eddie Palmer  TKO 10  New Orleans, LA Coliseum Arena   15 
Dec 22 Frank Carbone  WDq 10 Cd. Juarez, MEX Central Garden Arena  15 
      
      
 Notes:     
 1. Roughhouse Brown became Kid Black became Whitey Black     
      
   
1923      
      
Feb 21 Bob Lawson  W 8  Nashville, TN Bijou Theatre    8 
Feb 28 Battling Mims  W 8  Nashville, TN Bijou Theatre    8 
Mar 19 Evansville Jack Ray KO 3  Nashville, TN Central Garage Arena   8 
Apr 20 Jamaica Kid  W 12  Toledo, OH Coliseum    12 
May 8 Kid Norfolk  KO by 1 Springfield, OH Municipal Hall    12 
May 18 Sailor Tom King  W 15  Cd. Juarez, MEX Juarez Bull Ring  15 
May 25 Panama Joe Gans W 12  Toledo, OH Coliseum    12 
Jun 20 Rufus Cameron  W 8  Nashville, TN Bijou Theatre    8 
Jul 3 Tut Jackson  D 12  Atlanta, GA Auditorium    12 
Jul 18 Tut Jackson  W 12  Springfield, OH Business Men's Athletic Club  12 
Jul 30 Whitey Black  W 10  Detroit, MI Danceland Arena   10 
Sep 4 Jamaica Kid  W 12  Atlanta, GA Auditorium    12 
Sep 16 Fireman Jim Flynn TKO by 5 Mexico City, MEX     12 
Nov 27 George Robinson D 12  Atlanta, GA Auditorium    12 
Dec 6 Rufus Cameron  KO 4  Albany, GA Supreme Auditorium  
Dec 28 Sailor Darden  W 12  Atlanta, GA Auditorium    12 
      
1924  
      
Jan 31 Sonny Goodrich  W 12  San Antonio, TX Bellinger Theater  12 
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Feb 18 Bob Lawson  TKO 10  Toledo, OH Coliseum    12 
Feb 25 Battling Gahee  W 12  Barberton, OH Barberton Stadium   12 
Mar 3 Jamaica Kid  W 10  Fremont, OH Fremont Theatre   10 
Mar 19 Bob Lawson  KO 6  Nashville, TN Bijou Theatre    8 
Mar 29 Lee Anderson  W 12  New York, NY Commonwealth Sporting Club  12 
Apr 9 Dave Thornton  KO 2  Nashville, TN Bijou Theatre    8 
Apr 19 Jimmy Darcy  W 12  New York, NY Commonwealth Sporting Club  12 
Apr 29 George Robinson W 12  Atlanta, GA Auditorium    12 
May 3 Ted Jamieson  W 12  New York, NY Commonwealth Sporting Club  12 
May 14 Willie Walker  TKO 7  New York, NY Commonwealth Sporting Club  12 
Jun 14 Joe Lohman  W 12  New York, NY Commonwealth Sporting Club  12 
Jun 20 Battling Gahee  W 10  Fremont, OH Fremont Theatre   10 
Jun 27 Jamaica Kid  W 10  Grand Rapids, MI (outdoor venue)   10 
Jul 3 Lee Anderson  WDq 11 Atlanta, GA Municipal Auditorium   12 
Jul 22 Jamaica Kid  WDq 3  Covington, KY Riverside Arena    12 
Aug 2 Jack Townsend  TKO 11  New York, NY Commonwealth Sporting Club  12 
Aug 12 Oscar Mortimer  TKO 6  San Antonio, TX Soledad Roof   12 
Aug 21 Harry Greb  L 10  Fremont, OH Legion Stadium    10 
Sep 1 Tut Jackson  TKO 8  Martins Ferry, OH League Park   10 
Sep 15 Jamaica Kid  W 12  Columbus, OH Fairmont Arena    12 
Sep 22 Lee Anderson  W 12  Columbus, OH Fairmont Arena    12 
Sep 29 Tut Jackson  KO 2  Canton, OH Canton Auditorium   12 
Sep 30 Battling Gahee  TKO 4  Zanesville, OH Weller Theater    12 
Oct 11 Jamaica Kid  TKO 8  New York, NY Commonwealth Sporting Club  12 
Oct 21 Cleve Hawkins  KO 3  Atlanta, GA Auditorium    10 
Oct 23 Joe Lohman  WDq 4  Hamilton, OH Moose Arena    10 
Nov 1 George Robinson W 12  New York, NY Commonwealth Sporting Club  12 
Nov 10 Hughie Clements TKO 2  Philadelphia, PA Arena    4 
Nov 10 Jerry Hayes  KO 2  Philadelphia, PA Arena    4 
Nov 27 Clem Johnson  W 12  Canton, OH Canton Auditorium   12 
Dec 1 Battling Gahee  TKO 2  Columbus, OH Chamber of Commerce Auditorium 12 
Dec 9 Johnny Wilson  TKO 3  New York, NY Madison Square Garden  10 
Dec 15 Jack Townsend  TKO 5  Philadelphia, PA Arena    10 
Dec 26 Frankie Schoell  D 6  Buffalo, NY Broadway Auditorium   6 
      
1925      
      
Jan 1 Joe Lohman  TKO 3  New York, NY Rink Sporting Club   10 
Jan 5 Billy Britton  TKO 4  Boston, MA Mechanics Building   10 
Jan 7 Dan O'Dowd  TKO 6  Providence, RI Marieville Gardens   10 
Jan 16 Jack Delaney  KO by 2 New York, NY Madison Square Garden  12 
Jan 28 Tommy Robson  TKO 8  Boston, MA Mechanics Building   12 
Jan 29 Bill Savage  KO 2  Providence, RI Marieville Gardens   10 
Feb 2 Ted Moore  W 12  Newark, NJ Sussex Avenue Armory   12 
Feb 5 Jamaica Kid  TKO 10  Dayton, OH Lakeside Park Pavillion   12 
Feb 14 Jackie Clark  TKO 5  New York, NY Commonwealth Sporting Club  12 
Feb 16 Lou Bogash  LDq 3  Boston, MA Mechanics Building   10 
Feb 26 Jack Delaney  KO by 4 New York, NY Madison Square Garden  12 
Mar 16 Sailor Darden  W 12  Toledo, OH Coliseum    12 
Mar 20 Lou Bogash  W 10  Boston, MA Mechanics Building   10 
Apr 29 Sailor Darden  TKO 5  Savannah, GA Municipal Auditorium   12 
May 4 Battling Mims  TKO 5  Macon, GA      10 
May 18 Pal Reed  W 10  Boston, MA Mechanics Building   10 
May 26 Lou Bogash  W 12  Bridgeport, CT State Street Arena   12 
Jun 5 Jock Malone  W 10  East Chicago, IN East Chicago Outdoor Arena 10 
Jun 8 Lee Anderson  W 10  Philadelphia, PA Shibe Park   10 
Jun 20 Lee Anderson  WDq 3  New York, NY Commonwealth Sporting Club  10 
Jun 26 Jack Stone  TKO 4  Elizabeth, NJ open air arena    12 
Jul 20 Pat McCarthy  W 10  Boston, MA Braves Field    10 
Jul 24 Lou Bogash  W 10  Aurora, IL Aurora Bowl    10 
Aug 21 Allentown Joe Gans W 10  Grand Rapids, MI     10 
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Aug 28 Jock Malone  W 10  Boston, MA Braves Field    10 
Sep 7 Ted Moore  TKO 6  Newburgh Hts., OH Taylor Bowl   10 
Oct 23 Jock Malone  W 10  St. Paul, MN Auditorium    10 
Oct 27 Chuck Wiggins  L 10  East Chicago, IN East Chicago Indoor Arena 10 
Nov 30 Benny Ross  W 6  Buffalo, NY Broadway Arena   6 
Dec 10 Frank Moody  W 10  Boston, MA Mechanics Building   10 
Dec 23 Mike McTigue  L 10  New York, NY Madison Square Garden  10 
      
 Missing bouts:  
    
1918 Billy Hooper   KO 11  Brunswick, GA   
1918 Battling Henry Williams W 20    
1918 Battling Hazel  KO 8    
1918 Battling Mims  W 15    
1918 Rufus Cameron  W 10    
1919 Battling Mims  W 10    
1919 Roughhouse Baker KO 3    
1920 Battling Mims  W 10  Montgomery, AL Aug / Sep ?  
1920 Eddie Palmer  KO 3    
1921 Rufus Cameron    Miami, FL Odd Fellows Hall (Feb. 2)  
1921 Rufus Cameron    Miami, FL Odd Fellows Hall (Jun 1)  
1921 Jack (Tiger) Moore KO 3  Brunswick, GA (Sep 5) - no record anywhere  
1921 Chihuahua Kid Brown KO 2    
1921 Battling Mims  W 10    
1923 Battling Mims  D 10  Atlanta, GA Jan / Feb - no  
1924 Battling Hazel  D 10  pre July (year ?)  
      
 Do not believe took place:     
 
1921 
      
Dec 15 Panama Joe Gans KO by 5 Atlanta, GA Auditorium    15 
 
1922  
     
Jul 4 Kid Norfolk  D 8  Memphis, TN      8 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------------------------- 
 

INQUIRY:  I've been corresponding with Steve Lott from the Boxing Hall of Fame about Tiger 
Flowers and he referred me to your institution for potential leads in a question I had. I'm the 
collections coordinator for the University of Michigan School of Dentistry's Sindecuse Museum 
and I'm working on an exhibit on teeth and teeth modification and we are including Tiger 
Flowers. As we know he had a full set of gold teeth, we wondered if there is any documentation 
as to why he elected to do a full set of gold teeth instead of the individual teeth that are more 
prevalent. If you have any information, we would be very grateful! Hope to hear from you soon, 
 
Regards, 
Adam Johnson  
adamtj@umich.edu 
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Jack Root

Attached please find some work on the early record of Jack Root...the fights shaded in gray are 

fights which are claimed but I cannot trace any result for. Please let me know if you have any 

changes, additions, etc. to the attached… (Bob Yalen)

1897

Nov 12 Charles Upton KO 4 Chicago, IL no result

Dec 24 Pat Brastand KO 3 Chicago, IL no result

     

1898     

     

Jan 8 Charles Withey KO 2 Chicago, IL no result

Jan 15 George Hipp KO 1 Chicago, IL no result

Jan 29 Mike Carroll TKO 1 Chicago, IL no result

Feb 7 Billy Philleth KO 1 Chicago, IL America A.A.

Feb 12 Charles Withey KO 3 Chicago, IL Chicago A.A.

Feb 21 George Ryan NC 1 Milwaukee, WI Milwaukee A.C.

Feb 26 Mike Carroll W 6 Chicago, IL Chicago A.A.

Mar 12 Jack Hammond KO 2 Chicago, IL Chicago A.A.

Mar 26 Jack Moffatt W 6 Chicago, IL Chicago A.A.

Apr 30 Charles Withey Wfoul 3 Green Bay, WI Green Bay A.A.

May 14 Jack Moffatt W 6 Chicago, IL Chicago A.A.

May 31 Tom Casey KO 1 Chicago, IL (see 1899)

Jul 22 Tom Lansing TKO 6 New York, NY Lenox A.C.

Aug 5 Jimmy Watts TKO 2 New York, NY Lenox A.C.

Aug 19 Jack Murphy KO 2 Philadelphia, PA no result

Oct 29 Pete Manning W 4 Chicago, IL Griffin & Dupee's Handball Court

Nov 15 Tom Lansing KO 5 Chicago, IL Madison Hall

Dec 30 "Austtralian" Jim Ryan W 6 Chicago, IL Seventeenth Regiment Armory

1899

Jan 21 Harry Peppers W 6 Chicago, IL Tattersall's Hall

Feb 16 Billy Stift Wfoul 7 Davenport, IA Claus Groth Hall

Mar 6 Frank Steiner W 6 Racine, WI Lakeside Auditorium

Apr 29 Dick Moore KO 2 Chicago, IL Lyceum Theatre

May 15 "Australian" Jim Ryan D 20 Louisville, KY Monarch A.C.

May 31 Tom Casey KO 1 Chicago, IL Adelphi Theatre

Jun 7 Tom Burke KO 7 Chicago, IL no result

Jun 21 Jack Gorman KO 2 Chicago, IL no result

Jul 7 Fred Grant KO 3 Chicago, IL no result

Aug 12 John Banks KO 1 Chicago, IL no result

Sep 23 Billy Stift W 6 Chicago, IL Tattersall's Hall

Oct 3 Frank Craig W 6 Chicago, IL Tattersall's Hall

Oct 15 Frank Craig W 6 Chicago, IL no result

Oct 18 Frank Steiner KO 3 Racine, WI Belle City Opera House

Nov 15 Alec Greggains KO 7 San Francisco, CA Woodward's Pavilion

1900

Nov 16 Joe Ashley KO 2 Manistee, MI Grand Opera House   (add to record)
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Layoffs of 10 years or more as of Feb 12, 2020 
(Former Champions in bold) 

 
Fighter   Layoff  Comments 
Dan Vescovic   24 yrs, 0 mos. Middle returns as heavy in sparse 11-bout career 
Herbert Doc Odum 22 yrs. 11 mos. Dentist comes back at age 46 in 1979 after 1 bout in 1956 
Freddy DeKerpel  21 yrs.  3 mos. Belgian heavy returns in draw against Jean-Pierre Coopman  
Levi Forte   20 yrs., 10 mos.  Former Floyd Patterson foe returns in 4-round loss 
Neil Wallace  20 yrs, 1 mo. Grudge match with former opponent Waban Thomas 
Jerry Evans  20  LH Contender returns after prison term – to be checked  
 
Jean-Pierre Coopman 18 yrs.  Former Ali opponent returns against DeKerpel  
Bobby Halpern  18 yrs.   Clubfighter returned after prison stretch 
Carlos Palomino              17 yrs. 6 mos. Former welter champ went 4-1 
Johnny Gant  16 yrs. 11 mos. Former welter title challenger has 1 bout at age 48 
Kenny Lane  16 yrs., 9 mos. Perennial lightweight contender returned at age 50 
Tony Ayala  16 yrs., 9 mos.  Rapist went 5-1 before being arrested again 
Fred Houpe  16 yrs.  5 mos. somehow gets licensed after being retired - blind in one eye 
Rickey Womack  15 yrs., 3 mos.  Former amateur star served 15 for robbery; suicide 
Gordon Racette  15 yrs., 3 mos. Canadian 
Roy “Ace” Clark  15 yrs, 0 mos.   Clark fought as Lashane Clarkell and kayoed in one 
Ron Lyle                          14 yrs., 5 mos. Scored 4 straight kayos at age 54 
Kentucky Rosebud 14 yrs., 1 mo. Returns at age 63 to kayo 45-year-old Johnson 
John Henry Johnson 13 yrs., 11 mos. See Kentucky Rosebud 
Grant "Happy" Shade 13 yrs., 10 mos. Multiple jail terms kept this heavy out of action 
Fritz Ensel  13 yrs., 3  mos German returns after WWII 
Dominick McCaffrey 13 yrs, 1 mo. Former heavy contender returns for ko loss 
Julio Serrano  13 yrs  10/16/82—11/3/95 
Abdul Muhaymin  13 yrs  1984-1997 tommy stevenson 
“Pee Wee” Suarez  12 yrs., 8 mos. 3/13/82—11/23/94 
Mike Leonard  12 yrs. 4 mos. Turn-of-the-century battler tries comeback “well past” age 40 
Jeff Fenech  12 years, 1 mo. Settles old score with Azumah Nelson 
Urban Grass  12 years  German lightweight makes 1-bout comeback after WW II 
Terry Walker  11 yrs., 8 mos. 0-6, all kayo losses thru 5/21/83. Returned  1/27/95 (4 losses) 
Holsey Ellingburg 11 yrs., 5 mos. 11/17/82—4/27/94 
Ludwig Hayman                 11 yrs., 1 mo.       1930s German heavy has one bout in 1942 
Mike Baker 10 yrs., 9 mos. Former  WBC 154 title challenger returned for tko win 
Danny Lopez  10 yrs., 8 mos. One-fight failed comeback at age 40 
Duane Thomas  10 yrs. 6 mos. WBC 154-lb. Champ returns in April 2000, dies June 2000 
Jose Baret  10 yrs., 5 mos. NY clubfighter splits two bouts in comeback 
Henry Maske  10 yrs, 4 mos. Champ comes back to avenge sole career loss (to V. Hill) 
Jeff Passero  10 yrs., 4 mos 5/24/83—9/23/93 
Moises Fontana  10 yrs., 3 mos 4/10/85—7/13/95 
Carmelo Negron  10 yrs., 3 mos. Erstwhile feather prospect returned at age 37 
Tommy Farr                       10 yrs., 1 mo.       Welsh toughman and former Louis foe returned at age 36 
Luis Angel Firpo  10 yrs. 1 mo. Wild Bull of the Pampas went 2-1 in Argentina at age 42 
Mike Sam  10 yrs., 1 mo. 6/22/85—7/31/95 
George Foreman 10 yrs   Retired at age 28; regained heavy title at age 45 
Khalif Shabazz  10 yrs  Formerly fought as Lenny Hardin 
George Johnson  10 yrs  Lightheavy Contender 
Pete McIntyre  10 yrs.  4/1/86—4/24/96—Former NABF 175 Champ. 
Scott Frank  10 yrs.  1987-1997 Former Holmes foe returns for 1 fight 
Azumah Nelson  9 yrs. 11 mos. Loses to Jeff Fenech in 3d bout of trilogy 
Alvin “Too Sweet” Hayes   9  yrs. 7 mo.       Returns Jun 2003; dies 1-04 of drug OD 
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February 23, 1920  
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FINAL BELL 
 

Danny Savala - The former Sacramento, California lightweight died on February 18, 2020, at the 
age of 57. He was born Daniel Manolete Savala in Yolo, California on January 22, 1963, and 
fought professionally from 1982-1983, compiling a record of 4-4-0 (KO 0/KO by 2). He is the son 
of Trino Savala and brother of Richard and Mario Savala. His son Danny also was a professional 
boxer. BoxRec 
 
Conrad Lugo - The former Atwater, California junior lightweight passed away on Sunday, 
February 16, 2020, at the age of 51. He was born Conrad Artiage Lugo in Fresno, California on 
Sunday, February 16, 1969, and was a resident of California at the time of passing. Lugo was 
active from 1989-1992 and compiled a record of 10-1-0 (KO 5/KO by 0). BoxRec 
 
Jimmy Thunder - Boxer Jimmy Thunder died at Auckland 
Hospital following an operation on a brain tumor. TVNZ reported 
that the 54-year-old, who won a gold medal at the 1986 
Commonwealth Games in the super heavyweight division, 
passed away in his sleep on February 13, 2020. Thunder, whose 
original name was Ti'a James Senio Peau, was born in Apia, 
Samoa, but grew up in Auckland. He turned professional in 1989 
and had 35 wins and 14 losses over a career that ended in 2002. 
Thunder, who changed his name to go with his professional 
game and always presented himself in prime condition for fights, 
won the Australian heavyweight title twice. He also laid claim to 
winning two world heavyweight belts - the World Boxing 
Federation's and the International Boxing Organisation's versions - in the alphabet soup of titles 
that litter the sport. He was an early winner of the IBO title, a belt that is now deemed to be the 
fifth most important and has subsequently been held by Lennox Lewis, Wladimir Klitschko, Tyson 
Fury, Andy Ruiz Jr, and Anthony Joshua. He recorded one of the fastest knockouts in 
heavyweight history when he floored American Crawford Grimsley with the first punch - after just 
1.5s - of their 1997 fight. Grimsley was then counted out. Thunder later laughed about that win: "I 
was hungry. I missed out on my lunch and I missed out on dinner, and I was getting ready for the 
fight and I walked past the buffet and I said `damn man, I wanna go eat'." Some of his big-name 
victims included Americans Tim Witherspoon and Tony Tubbs. Thunder was the forerunner to a 
period of remarkable heavyweight success for New Zealand boxing. Fellow Samoans David Tua 
and Joseph Parker followed his trail with Parker going on to win the respected World Boxing 
Organisation's belt. He once said it was his upbringing that led him into boxing as his family 
shifted from the islands to south Auckland. "I was at primary school and some kids tried to take 
my lunch. You've got to defend yourself if you're Samoan, or else you'll get killed!", he said. South 
Auckland boxing icon Gerry Preston took him in and trained him to be a champion. Thunder fell 
on hard times later in his life in the United States where he had based himself, fighting 25 times 
there. A Stuff news team found him living rough on the streets of Las Vegas in 2010. "We know 
what he went through and what he has achieved. He has been quite embarrassed to even face 
his own family. But he achieved a lot in his career and he has nothing to be ashamed of," his 
brother Chris said. Thunder's fortunes improved on meeting Iris Whitemagpie in 2008, and they 
married in a non-legal Native American ceremony in 2009. But Thunder struck immigration 
problems in the United States, not helped by a conviction for assault, battery, and substantial 
bodily harm after an altercation at a Las Vegas street party in 2012. He eventually returned to 
New Zealand. New Zealand boxing historian Dave Cameron remembered Peau as being "huge 
at one stage" and the biggest name of his generation before David Tua arrived. "He had a real 
punch. And he was a really friendly guy." Stuff.Com.NZ 
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Sammy McCarthy - The 1950s Stepney, London, UK featherweight 
known as 'Smiling Sammy', died February 11, 2020, at the age of 
88. He served as champion from 1955-1956 before retiring at the 
age of 26 with a record of 44-8-1 (KO 26/KO by 1). Born one of ten 
children in Stepney, London to a costermonger father, McCarthy 
was a boyhood friend of Terry Lawless, and had a successful 
amateur career fighting out of St. George's Gym in Stepney, 
winning 83 of 90 fights and representing England four times. He 
turned professional under managers Jarvis Astaire and Ben 
Schmidt and made his pro debut in April 1951 with a first-round 
knockout of Hector Macrow. He was unbeaten in his first 28 fights, 
which included wins over Freddie King, Jackie Turpin, Ronnie 
Clayton, and Jim Kenny. In December 1952 he was chosen as the 
best young fighter of the year by the Boxing Writers Club. He 
suffered his first defeat in October 1953 when he was beaten on points at the Royal Albert Hall by 
future World champion Hogan "Kid" Bassey. He also lost his next fight, to former European 
champion Ray Famechon, before challenging for the European title himself when he faced Jean 
Sneyers at the Harringay Arena in February 1954. Sneyers won on points to retain the title. 
McCarthy beat Teddy Peckham in April before challenging for the British title that Clayton had 
held for almost 7 years in June 1954 at White City Stadium. Clayton retired at the end of the 
eighth round due to impaired vision, giving McCarthy the title, and Clayton was forced to retire 
from boxing after the fight due to his injuries. McCarthy won four more fights that year, the last a 
points victory over Roy Ankrah in December. In January 1955 he made his first defense of the 
British title against Billy "Spider" Kelly, with Kelly's British Empire title also at stake. The fight went 
the full 15 rounds, with Kelly winning on points. McCarthy was offered a rematch with Kelly, but 
after failing to make featherweight against Sneyers in November 1955 decided to move up to 
lightweight, winning his first fight at the weight against Austrian champion Willi Swoboda. Despite 
losing to Dave Charnley in April 1956, he faced Joe Lucy in June for the British title. The referee 
stopped the fight in the thirteenth round with Lucy well ahead on points. McCarthy beat Midlands 
Area champion Johnny Mann twice that year and also beat Johnny Miller and Jacques Dumesnil, 
but in January 1957 lost on points in what proved to be his final fight, against Guy Gracia. In 1957 
he was featured on This Is Your Life, the first boxer to be the subject of the program, and at 25 
the youngest subject. He subsequently ran the Prince of Wales pub and went into boxing 
management, working with boxers such as Terry Spinks and Bobby Day. He later turned to crime 
and served three prison sentences (3, 6 and 14 years) for armed robbery of banks before living in 
retirement in Wanstead. The time he spent in jail broke up his marriage. He is survived by a son 
and daughter. In his retirement years, he was a very popular supporter of the Ex- Boxers' 
movement. Derek O'Dell and several UK media sources. 
 
Mac Webb  - The former Meridian, Idaho middleweight died on February 4, 2020, at the age of 
87. He was born Mac Charles Webb in Mangum, Oklahoma on September 19, 1832, and fought 
professionally from 1953-1957, compiling a record of 2-1-1 (KO 0/KO by 0). BoxRec 
 
Chuck Bloss - The former Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania welterweight died on February 1, 2020, at 
the age of 86. He was born Charles P. Bloss in the same city on March 1, 1933, and fought 
professionally from 1950-1959, compiling a record of 22-10-2 (KO 16/KO by 4). BoxRec 
 
Johnny Bumphus - TheTacoma native who made a splash in the world of boxing in the 1970s 
and ‘80s, died January 31, 2020, at St. Joseph Medical Center, not far from where he grew up on 
the Hilltop. He was 59. Bumphus’ nephew, Kevin Ryan, said the former junior welterweight world 
champion succumbed to congestive heart failure.“He was a crafty dude with the gloves,” Ryan 
told The News Tribune. “He was an exciting boxer.” Bumphus was one of seven children and the 
only boy, Ryan said. A southpaw, the fighter honed his craft at the old Tacoma Boys Club on 
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Yakima before leaving Stadium High School as a sophomore to 
move to Nashville with coach Joe Clough. Former News Tribune 
columnist John McGrath reported in 2003 that Bumphus won 
national amateur championships in three weight classes and was 
named to the 1980 U.S. Olympics team. He didn’t get to compete 
for a gold medal because the United States boycotted the 1980 
games in Moscow. Bumphus then turned pro, amassing a record 
of 29-2-0 (KO 20/KO by 2). In 1984, he won a unanimous decision 
over Lorenzo Garcia to win the then-vacant WBA 140-pound 
championship. “‘Bump City’ Bumphus was one of the best junior 
welterweights whoever got into a ring,” former middleweight 
champion Alex Ramos told McGrath for his 2003 column. “He 
should’ve won a gold medal in the Olympics.” Bumphus lost the 
WBA title later that year, and his life began a downward spiral that 
included drug addiction. In 1991, The News Tribune reported, 

Bumphus killed a man on the Hilltop after they argued over crack cocaine and the other man 
drew a knife and stabbed Bumphus a number of times. The case was ruled self-defense, and 
Bumphus wasn’t prosecuted. Bumphus later got into treatment, and Boxing Hall of Fame 
manager Lou Duva got him to work as a trainer in Florida, The News Tribune reported. He 
coached a number of contenders and made a triumphant return to T-town in 2003 as head trainer 
for James Lubwama, who was on the card for the Battle of the Boat XXIII at the Emerald Queen 
Casino. Bumphus eventually moved back to Tacoma and despite declining health remained 
active in the boxing scene, Ryan said, attending Golden Gloves fights and a reunion of the city’s 
boxing greats shortly before his death. Bumphus gave an interview to the International 
Brotherhood of Prizefighters for its “The Sweet Science” feature in 2010. He talked about his 
career, his troubles and his love of boxing. “To all the boxing fans throughout the world, thanks 
not only for supporting me but all the fighters out there,” the man known as “Bump City” said at 
the end of the interview. By Adam Lynn (The News Tribune) February 5, 2020 
 
Dwight Davison - The former 1980s world middleweight contender 
died on January 30, 2020, at the age of 64. Davison was born in 
Detroit, Michigan on March 18, 1955, and was active from 1977-1996. 
Between March 1980 and October 1985, Davison was ranked as high 
as the # 1 middleweight in the world by The Ring Magazine. He began 
his career on June 11, 1977, and ran his record to 28-0 before 
suffering his first loss to Robbie Epps on the undercard of the Larry 
Holmes-Trevor Berbick fight in Las Vegas. Davison recovered to score 
several wins and gained a title eliminator fight with Tony Sibson. 
Sibson won the match and earned the right to challenge Marvin 
Hagler. Davison never came close to securing another chance at the 
title despite scoring an important stoppage of future world champion 
Lindell Holmes. By the second half of the 1980s, Davison began to fade, losing 6 of his last 13 
fights to finish out his career at (44-8, 33 KOs). In addition to his win over Holmes, Davison beat 
Murray Sutherland, Willie Monroe, Sugar Ray Seales, Curtis Parker, and Wilfred Scypion. He was 
never stopped or knocked out. Sources: Bob Ryder, Fightnews, BoxRec, IBRO. 
 
HC Massey - The 1960s Portland, Oregon welterweight died on January 23, 2020, at the age of 
83. He was born on December 4, 1936, in Coldwater, Mississippi and fought professionally from 
1962-1963, compiling a record of 2-1-2. BoxRec      
     
Roger Webster - The Fresno, California light heavyweight died on January 23, 2020, at the age 
of 74. He was born Roger Paul Webster in Modesto, California on September 15, 1945, and 
fought professionally from 1968-1970, compiling a record of 6-1-0 (KO 2/KO by 1). BoxRec 
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Garbis Zakaryan - The 1950-1966 Istanbul, Turkey welterweight died January 25, 2020, at the 
age of 89. He was born in the same city on June 2, 1930, and compiled a record of 28-9-5 (KO 
6/KO by 1). BoxRec 
 
HC Massey - The Portland, Oregon welterweight died on January 23, 2020, at the age of 83. He 
was born in Coldwater, Mississippi on December 4, 1936, and was active from 1962-1963, 
compiling a record of 2-1-2. BoxRec 
 
Perry Evans - The Victoria, British Columbia, Canada junior-middleweight died on January 21, 
2020, at the age of 61. He was born Perry Dean Evans in San Francisco, California on November 
16, 1958, and was active from 1981-1985, compiling a record of 6-5-1 (KO 1/KO by 2). BoxRec 

Tino Fuertes - The lifetime Tampa Bay, Florida middleweight died on January 20, 2020, at the 
age of 80. He was born in Tampa Bay on August 7, 1939, and fought professionally from 1956-
1969 and compiled a record of 21-13-2 (KO 5/KO by 6). BoxRec 

Peter ‘Terror’ Mathebula -  Mathebula the first black South African 
boxer to win a world title, has died near Johannesburg on Sunday, 
January 19, 2020 according to his family. He was 67. Mathebula, who 
earned himself a special place in SA boxing history when he won the 
WBA flyweight title in 1980, passed away three weeks after being 
admitted to the hospital. On December 13, 1980, Mathebula beat Tae 
Shik Kim from South Korea on points at the Olympic Arena in Los 
Angeles to take the belt. It was a split decision. Mathebula, who was 
born on July 3, 1952 spent his early years in the Mohlakeng 
Township near Randfontein in Gauteng. Only three other South 
Africans – Willie Smith, Arnold Taylor and Vic Toweel – were 
regarded as world champions before Mathebula defeated Kim. He 
made his professional debut in Tembisa, east of Johannesburg, on July 10, 1971 when he beat 
Sidwell Mhlongo on points over four rounds and would also go on to win the South African 
flyweight and bantamweight titles. After beating Kim in Los Angeles, Mathebula received a hero’s 
welcome in Johannesburg. He was named SA Boxing World/King Korn Fighter of the Year and 
his trainer, Willie Lock, received the Man of the Year award. He was scheduled to make the first 
defense of his title against Shigo Nakajima of Japan, but negotiations broke down and he was 
matched with Santos Lacier from Argentina. They fought at the Orlando Stadium in Soweto on 
March 28, 1981. Laciar began to dominate after a slow first three rounds and knocked Mathebula 
down in the fourth and fifth. With his left eye cut, a tired-looking Mathebula came out for the 
seventh round and Laciar pounced and dropped the champion again. Mathebula beat the count 
but soon afterward indicated to referee American Stanley Berg that he was unable to see through 
the blood flowing from his eye. The fight was stopped two minutes and two seconds into the 
round. I was at the fight and it was one of the saddest moments of my boxing life to see Peter 
surrender his title so easily. It was later revealed that he was 3 kg over the weight limit on the eve 
of the fight. He spent two hours in a sauna, which left him drained and weak. Peter had his last 
fight on August 12, 1983 at the Mphatlalatsane Amphitheatre in Sebokeng and finished with a 
record of 36 wins (17 inside the distance) and 9 losses. After retiring from the ring he trained a 
number of fighters. I met Peter on a number of occasions and will always remember his wonderful 
smile and when I heard of his passing I had cold shivers as I had only placed a story on his 
career on the Supersport boxing website on Friday January 17. By Ron Jackson, Fightnews 

Hank Cisco - The Norristown, PA welterweight died on January 14, 2020, at the age of 96. He 
was born Francis Ciacco in Brooklyn, New York on November 11, 1923, and competed from 
1944-1947, finishing 5-2-0 (KO 1/KO by 1). BoxRec 
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Bruce Jackson - The Truro, Nova Scotia, Canada middleweight died on January 12, 2020, at the 
age of 72. He was born Donald Jackson in the same city on January 3, 1948, and competed from 
1968-1970, finishing 2-2-0 (KO 1/KO by1). BoxRec 
 
Dick Turner – On January 5, 2020, the sad news came that former Philly welterweight Dick 
Turner passed away after a few years of declining health. He was just shy of his 83rd birthday. 
Turner had an eventful boxing career that ended prematurely in 1963 due to an eye injury. After 
retirement from the ring, he stayed away from the sport for a period, disappointed that the pursuit 
of his dream had been cut short. However, he later returned to boxing to help guide his talented 
nephews, the fighting Fletcher brothers (Frank, Anthony, and Troy). Turner then became a trainer 
and worked with numerous Philly kids with the same dream that he once had. John DiSanto, 
PhillyBoxing.com. 
 
Harvey Reti - The former Canadian amateur boxer, who represented his home country as a Light 
welterweight at the 1964 Tokyo Olympic games died on January 3, 2020, at the age of 82. Reti 
drew a bye in the first round of the Olympics and lost a decision to Istvan Toth of Hungary in the 
second round of the competition. BoxRec 
 
Jackie Brown - The 1950s-60s Edinburgh, Scotland flyweight-
bantamweight died on January 1, 2020, at the age of 84. Brown, who 
won Commonwealth gold in 1958 and lifted the British and 
Commonwealth pro titles and Lonsdale Belt in 1962, passed away in 
Sydney, Australia with his family by his side. He and his wife, 
Margaret, followed their children by emigrating to Australia about 10 
years ago in search of warmer climes - but Jackie was diagnosed with 
dementia soon after.  Brown was born in Edinburgh on March 7th, 
1935 and grew up in Grange Court in the city's south side. He was 
about 14 years old when he joined the Leith Victoria Club as an 
amateur boxer. At the age of 16, he moved to Moredun where he met 
his future wife, Margaret. Speaking alongside other family members in 
Australia, Margaret recalled traveling south to watch Jackie's British 
Empire and Commonwealth Games flyweight gold medal in Cardiff, 
won on points over 15 rounds. The couple was married just a few 
months prior to this and Margaret remembered the homecoming 
celebrations in the city's Lyne Street, where the couple lived at the time. In February 1962, Jackie 
defeated Brian Cartwright in Birmingham to win the Lonsdale Belt - on the very same day his wife 
gave birth to their first daughter, Jacqueline. What's more, Jackie beat not just one, but two, world 
champions - flyweight Walter McGowan and the Italian bantamweight Mario D'Agata - during his 
professional boxing career. He won his first 14 fights as a pro boxer and his record finished with 
32 wins, 10 losses and one draw. Jackie was also on the Muhammed Ali v Brian London 
undercard when they fought at London's Earls Court in 1966, with Ali winning by KO in the third. 
On this occasion, Jackie defeated Carl Taylor at bantamweight on 
points. By Jamie Mckenzie, Edinburgh News 
 
Carlos “Sugar” De Leon  - Four-time world cruiserweight champion 
and Buffalo Veterans Boxers Ring 44 Hall of Famer Carlos “Sugar” De 
Leon died Wednesday, January 1, 2020, according to a statement from 
Ring 44 President Bob Caico. De Leon, a native of Puerto Rico who 
moved to Western New York 30 years ago toward the end of his 
professional career, posted a 53-8-1 record (33 KOs) and made history 
by becoming the first boxer in his weight class to win the world 
championship more than once. De Leon had four championship reigns 
during the 1980s. Though De Leon fought for the last time Nov. 25, 
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1995, he stayed in the game as a trainer, assisting brothers Juan and Angel. Together, they 
helped a slightly husky fighter from Tonawanda with, hand speed named Joe Mesi embark on his 
own Hall of Fame career. De Leon’s role on Team Mesi was working on in-ring tactics with Mesi, 
who was an alternate on the 1996 Olympic Team and former No. 1 world heavyweight 
championship contender until a subdural hematoma stalled his unbeaten professional career at 
36-0. De Leon also assisted in training of several other young fighters hoping to make names for 
themselves in the sport, including former state Golden Gloves champion Pinky Colon and 
Wilfredo Flores, who both won their recent fights on a card in Niagara Falls in October. De Leon 
won the belt for the first time Nov. 25, 1980, and held it until June 1982, when he lost to S.T. 
Gordon via TKO. De Leon regained the championship from Gordon nearly 13 months later by 
winning a 12-rounder via unanimous decision. He defended it four times before dropping a 
decision on June 6, 1985, to Alfonzo Ratliff but regained it March 22, 1986, beating Bernard 
Benton via decision. De Leon’s last title reign of 14 months began May 17, 1989, with a TKO win 
over Sammy Reeson. He dropped the title in 1988 to future heavyweight champion Evander 
Holyfield.  During his career, De Leon fought and defeated Leon Spinks, Yaqui Lopez and Marvin 
Camel. Miguel Rodriguez, The Buffalo News 
 
Juan Botta - The Brockton/Bridgewater, Massachusetts based 
middleweight known as "Butcher Boy" died January 1, 2020, at the 
age of 78. He was born Juan Manuel Botta in Caseros, Buenos 
Aires, Argentina on January 16, 1941, and as a young boy was 
introduced to and fell in love with the sport of boxing. He 
possessed a natural ability and the heart of a champion which 
garnered him an impressive amateur record. At the age of 21, he 
traveled to the United States to pursue his dream of a professional 
boxing career. He competed from 1966-1974, compiling a record of 
16-13-2 (KO 13/KO by 4). During his career, he defeated such 
fighters as Al Romano, Manny Freitas, Spider Freeman, and Chris 
Pina. He also fought such fighters as Gratien Tonna, Eddie Owens, 
Tony Valenti, Johnny Coiley, Tommy Butts and Danny Garcia. After 
boxing, he and his wife Donna ran a successful Residential and 
Commercial cleaning business while raising their 5 children in East 
Bridgewater. In 2000, Juan accepted the job of Custodian at East Bridgewater High School and 
quickly became a well respected and beloved figure within the school and the community. He was 
viewed by many as a role model and inspiration, especially to many student-athletes. He retired 
from the school in 2013 and he and Donna continued to operate their cleaning business part-
time. Another great passion of Juan was his love for classic cars and hot rods. He built and 
restored several cars over the years including his prized 1940, fully custom, Ford Coupe which 
won the Best in Show at the Boston World of Wheels. He lovingly called it "The Silver Bullet". 
Juan lived a colorful and full life, literally living the American Dream yet it was always the simple 
things that brought him the greatest of joys; spending time with his children and grandchildren, 
sitting on his deck enjoying a beer in the sunshine and above all, spending his days with his love, 
Donna. Multiple media sources. 
 
Saoul Mamby - The former WBC 140 pound champ who once, famously, boxed as a 60 year old 
passed away on December 17, 2019 at the age of 72. Mamby, a truly underrated fighter, could be 
called the king of the old men of boxing. For though Mamby, born in The Bronx in 1947, lost his 
final fight, on points to a 6-27-1 guy named Anthony Osbourne, who Mamby fought at the age of 
60 years and nine months in 2008, he won a number of big fights at an advanced age. A quite 
remarkable fighter, person, life story, Mamby really did do it all; yet he is only known to hardcore 
fight fans. A soldier in Vietnam, Mamby fell in love with boxing in Jamaica (his father was 
Jamaican, his mother Spanish) and compiled a decent 25-5 record as an amateur. Going pro in 
1969, Mamby, slick, tough and full of heart and desire, fought a vast number of good and great 
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fighters, including: Edwin Viruet, Roberto Duran, Antonio Cervantes, 
Saensak Muangsurin, Esteban De Jesus, Maurice “Termite” 
Watkins, Monroe Brooks, Ronnie Shields, Billy Costello, James 
“Buddy” McGirt, Jorge Vaca, Glenwood Brown, Maurice Blocker, 
Javier Castillejo and Derrel Coley. Only Coley, who fought a 46 year 
old Mamby, managed to stop him. Truly amazing. As is the fact that, 
when in his 40s, Mamby picked up an upset win over an unbeaten 
“Real Beast” Brown, in June of 1988. Mamby at this time was also 
competitive in fights with the likes of McGirt, John Meekins, Brown 
in a return and Blocker. Mamby the 40-something also managed 
upset wins over Reyes Antonio Cruz and Larry Barnes. Mamby sure 
learned all the tricks in the book in compiling his astonishing yet 
deceptive 45-34-6 (KO 18/KO by 1) pro record. A world champ from 
1980 to 1982, beating Sang Hyun Kim to take the WBC 140 pound 
title, retaining it five times, included here a stoppage win over De 
Jesus, and losing it to Leroy Haley by split decision, Mamby was 
never fussy about where he fought. A fearless warrior, Mamby 

packed his bags and fought in countries such as South Korea, Nigeria, Indonesia, Mexico and 
Thailand. A true road warrior, Mamby had seemingly done it all by the time of his two decision 
defeats in 1999/2000. Yet Mamby still had the urge to train, and to fight. And in 2008, Mamby lost 
at age 60, as had to be expected (Osbourne being his junior by almost 30 years), but the mere 
fact that he still had the fortitude to get in there and fight is truly remarkable. Mamby should be 
remembered as a total legend, no doubt about it. And for a time he did seem to be pretty close to 
ageless. Our condolences go out to Mamby’s friends and family. James Slater, Eastside Boxing 
 
Gene Toran - The Erie, Pennsylvania lightweight died December 12, 2019, at the age of 86. He 
was born Eugene William Toran in Kansas City, Missouri on February 23, 1933, and fought 
professionally from 1956-1965, compiling a record of 18-2-0 (KO 7/KO by 0). During his career he 
defeated such fighters as Jimmy Soo, Tommy Tibbs, Tommy Reed, Lee Bohles, Fernand 
Chretien and Billy Gray. He also fought such fighters as Johnny Bizzarro and Brad Silas.  
BoxRec 
 
César “El Uniko” Ramírez - Featherweight César “El Uniko” Ramírez was killed by gunfire on 
December 11, 2019, while driving in the Independencia neighborhood of Tijuana. Ramirez quickly 
received medical attention but unfortunately didn’t survive. The 28-year-old Ramírez was the 
partner of former WBC atom weight world champion Brenda “Bonita” Flores and was waiting to 
be a father. Ramirez had a pro record of 11-5 with 4 KOs and his nickname “Uniko” was because 
he was the only boxer with trainer Ramiro Chavez. By Gabriel F. Cordero, Fightnews 
 
Don Fraser - The longtime Los Angeles boxing promoter with a 
reputation for a colorful wardrobe and offbeat promotional gimmicks, 
died October 30, 2019, at home in Toluca Lake. He was 92. Fraser was 
a boxing lifer. A boxing historian, too. In his last job, he ran the California 
State Boxing Hall of Fame. He managed to live his life on both sides of 
the ropes. Fraser was born in Blythe, CA on January 28, 1927, and was 
involved in nearly every aspect of professional boxing. In a career that 
spanned over 70 years, he served as a promoter, matchmaker, 
manager, publicist, writer, executive and cornerman. A graduate of 
Manual Arts High School, Fraser soon became a fixture of the West 
Coast fight scene. An astute writer, he was sports editor of the Manual 
Arts Daily, The Ring's California correspondent and from 1950-55 he 
was the editor of Knockout magazine. "Dandy Don" was also a master publicist, plying his skill as 
public relations director at the Hollywood Legion Stadium (1956-1959), Los Angeles Olympic 
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Auditorium (1959-1967), and the Inglewood Forum (1967-1981). During his tenure at the Forum, 
Fraser was also the director of boxing, promoting many fights including the 1973 rematch 
between Muhammad Ali and Ken Norton. After leaving the Forum in 1981, Fraser was appointed 
Executive Officer of the California Athletic Commission. He returned to promoting and the 
Olympic Auditorium in 1983 where he was head promoter until 1984. Soon thereafter, Fraser 
began promoting at the Irvine Marriot Hotel in Irvine, CA and ran a string of successful shows 
until 1992. During his career, Fraser promoted fights featuring Hall of Famers Sugar Ray 
Robinson, Ruben Olivares, George Foreman, Jose Napoles, Salvador Sanchez, Carlos Zarate, 
Bobby Chacon and Danny "Little Red" Lopez.  Fraser is remembered best for working with Art 
Aragon, one of the most legendary names in the history of Los Angeles boxing. Aragon, the 
original Golden Boy, was a lightweight and welterweight contender in the 1950s. He could double 
you over in pain with a punch at one moment and double you over in laughter with a prank in the 
next. “One time, Aragon showed up for a fight, for which he had to weigh 135 pounds,” Fraser 
told The Times on Nov. 8, 1987, before he was inducted into the World Boxing Hall of Fame in 
1987. “Well, he gets on the scale and he weighs 145. Everybody’s shocked. It looks like the fight 
is off. Then Aragon laughs, drops his trunks and reveals a weight he’s got strapped around his 
leg.” In the promotional art of that era, nothing was too over-the-top for Fraser, who is also in the 
International Boxing Hall of Fame (Class of 2005). He bought costumes for Aragon, who would 
show up at media events dressed like Vincent van Gogh or Shakespeare. There were strippers 
and boa constrictors and once a lion. Fraser promoted former lightweight champion Lauro “the 
Lion” Salas. Fraser wanted to pose Salas with the real cat. He contacted a lion tamer and a zoo. 
“This lion tamer brings out a ferocious-looking lion, who starts sniffing around all of us,” Fraser 
said. “Salas, wearing boxing gloves, is instructed to stick his left arm into the lion’s face, acting as 
if he were throwing a jab. The lion takes one look, opens his mouth and tries to take a bite out of 
Salas’ arm. The only thing that saved him was  his reflexes.”  From several media sources 
including Norm Fraunheim, LA Times and the IBHOF. 
 
Paddy Graham - The Belfast lightweight/welterweight died on October 9, 
2019, at the age of 87. One of the great gutsy characters of Irish boxing 
the ginger-haired tearaway lived most of his life in the Belfast Markets 
area. Born on May 5, 1932, in the village of Killough, County Down, he 
came with his parents to live in Belfast Markets district at five years of 
age. Nearby was the famous St George's Boxing Club, which he joined as 
a juvenile. In 1952 he was part of the Club's 'Magnificent Seven' fighters - 
all winning Ulster Senior amateur titles. Graham clinched the 
featherweight honors for the then 'Cradle of Champions'. A year later he 
lost the title on a cut-eye decision, in the final, to future British 
Featherweight finalist Jimmy Brown. Graham, now a lightweight and 
managed by England-based Jimmy Lumb, switched to the paid ranks on December 28, 1953, at 
the Ulster Hall, Belfast, beating Tommy Bleeks of County Tyrone. Up to the welterweight grade, 
after losing to Gerry Smyth of the Markets for the Area Lightweight crown, he collided four times 
with fellow Belfast ringmaster Peter 'Al' Sharpe - swapping the Area title on the way. He had three 
hair-raising scraps with Trinidad whirlwind Boswell St Louis, winning one. Graham also met other 
high pedigree punchers of that era such as world-ranked American Ted 'Farmer' Wright, South 
Africa's Willie Toweel - and leading British boxers Darkie Hughes, Brian Curvis, Johnny Kramer, 
Cliff Brown, Brian Husband, Tommy Molloy, and Cork-born Mick Leahy. He retired with a career 
record of 33-19-1 (KO 19/KO by 6). Obituary from BoxRec 
 

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE! 
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